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FOREWORD 

This manual is issued under the.authority of DoD 
Instruction 1348.33, "Military Awards Program," August 26, 1985. 

DoD 1348.33-M, "Manual of Military Decorations and Awards," 
August 26, 1985, is hereby canceled. 

This Manual applies to the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense (OSD), the Military Departments; the Chairman, Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and Joint Staff; the Unified and Specified- 
Commands; the Defense Agencies; and DoD Field Activities sup- 
ported by the OSD or the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
Joint Staff . 
This Manual is effective immediately and is mandatory for use in 
managing the DoD Military Awards Program. Any regulatory docu- 
ment issued by a DoD Component that conflicts with this Manual 
shall be rescinded. 

Send recommended changes to this Manual through channels to: 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (MM&PP) 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (FM&P) 
Room 33774, The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-4000 

DoD Components may obtain copies of this Manual through their own 
publications channel. Other Federal Agencies and the public may 
obtain copies from the U.S. Department of Commerce, National 
Technical Information Service, 5285 Port Royal Road, springfield, 
VA 22.161. 
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CHAPTER 1 

GEN3-L INFORMATION 

A. PURPOSE 

This Manual explains DoD policies and procedures on awarding Defense 
decorations and Service awards; nonmilitary decorations; the acceptance of 
foreign military decorations by members of the Armed Forces of the United 
States; and the Office of Secretary of Defense Identification Badge (hereafter 
referred to as the "OSD Badge"). It describes the various Defense awards; the 
basis and eligibility requirements for the award; and who is eligible to 
receive and who is eligible to authorize the award. It tells how to prepare, 
submit, and process recommendations for Defense decorations and the Joint 
Meritorious Unit Award (JMUA) . 

B. DEFINITIONS 

1. joint Activity. For the purpose of this Manual and the eligibility 
for Defense decorations, the term "joint" connotes activities, operations or 
organizations in which elements of more than one Service of the same nation, 
as reflected in joint manpower documents, perform joint missions under the 
auspices of the OSD; the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS); or the 
commander of a Unified, Specified, or Combined Command. Supporting eiements 
of such activities that are comprised of one Military Service shall not be 
considered elements of a joint activity nor be eligible for Defense 
decorations. A joint task force (JTF) commander, the staff, and other Service 
members assigned and/or attached to a JTF as individuals (not as members of a 
Service unit) may also be eligible for Defense decorations to recognize 
exceptional service or achievement. Members of Service-unique units assigned 
and/or attached to a JTF retain eligibility for award of personal decorations 
from their parent Services. They may not be awarded Defense decorations. 

2. Meritorious Service. Individual performance must exceed that expected 
by virtue of grade and experieKce, based on accomplishments during an entire 
tour of &~ty. 

3. Outstandinq Achievement. An outstanding achievement decoration, also 
known as an "impact award," is rare, and is intended to recognize a single 
specific act or accomplishment, separate and distinct from regularly assigned 
duties, such as a special project. It is not intended to provide a means to 
authorize additional decorations or a decoration when the conditions for a 
completed period of service have not been fulfilled. An outstanding 
achievement normally covers a short period of time with definite beginning and 
ending dates. A recommendation for an outstanding achievement award should be 
submitted only when the achievement is of such magnitude that it cannot be 
recognized in any other way than by award of a decoration, and to delay such 
recognition until completion of the ir.dividualrs period of service would 
diminish the significance of the accomplishment. 

4. Joint Task Force (JTF). A Joint Task Force is defined as a force 
composed of assigned or attached elements of the Army, the Navy or the Marine 
Corps, and the Air Force or two or more of these Services, that is constituted 
and so designated by the Secretary of Defense, by a Commander in Chief (CINC), 
or by the commander of a scbordinate unified command or an existing JTF. A 
JTF is established when the mission has a specific limited objective and does 
not require overall centralized control of logistics. The mission assigned a 
JTF should require execution of responsibilities involving two or mor? 
Services on a significant scale and close integration of effort, or should 
require coordination within a subordinate area or coordination of local 
defense of a subordinate area. A JTF is dissolved when the purpose for which 
it was created has been achieved. 



5 .  P r i n c i ~ a l  S t a f f  A s s i s t a n t s .  The p r i n c i p a l  s t a f f  a s s i s t a n t s  a r e :  t h e  
Under S e c r e t a r i e s  of  Defense  IUSD): t h e  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r i e s  of  Defense  
(ASD); t h e  G e n e r a l  Counse l  of  t h e  Department  of Defense  (GC, DoD); a n d  t h e  
A s s i s t a n t s  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  Defense  (ATSD). 

6 .  S e c r e t a r v  Concerned.  The S e c r e t a r i e s  of  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Depa r tmen t s .  

C .  POLICY 

I t  i s  DoD p o l i c y  t h a t  members of  t h e  Armed F o r c e s  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
s h a l l ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  DoD M i l i t a r y  Awards Program, r e c e i v e  t a n g i b l e  r e c o g n i t i o n  
f o r  a c t s  o f  v a l o r ,  e x c e p t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  o r  ach ievemen t ,  and  a c t s  o f  h e r o i s m  n o t  
i n v o l v i n g  a c t u a l  combat .  

D .  RESPOXSIBILITIES 

S p e c i f i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n v o l v i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  Defense  d e c o r a t i o n s  o r  
s e r v i c e  awards  a r e  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  c h a p t e r s  of t h i s  Manual. The 
g e n e r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  management of  t h e  DoD M i l i t a r y  Awards 
Program a r e :  

1. The A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  of Defense  ( F o r c e  Manaqement and  P e r s o n n e l )  
(ASD (FM&P) ) s h a l l :  

a .  Develop ,  p u b l i s h ,  and  m a i n t a i n  a  s i n g l e  DoD Manual g o v e r n i n g  t h e  
DoD M i l i t a r y  Awards Program, c c n s i s t e n t  w i t h  DoD 5025.1-M ( r e f e r e n c e  a ) .  

b .  Ensu re  t h a t  implernencing documects  by t h e  M i l i t a r y  Depa r tmen t s  and  
DoD Components conform t o  p e n l n e n t  l aws ,  e x e c u t i v e  o r d e r s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  
DoD p o l i c y .  

2 .  The D i r e c t o r  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and Manaqement, O f f i c e  of  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  
of  Defense  (DA&M,  OSD) s h a l l :  

a .  P r o v i d e  t h e  p o l i c i e s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  t h e  OSD Badge 

(1) The procurement  and  i s s u a n c e  of  t h e  OSD Badge. 
( 2 )  The e n t r a n c e  d a t e  of  S e r v i c e  members p roposed  f o r  a u t h o r i z -  

a t i o n  t o  wear t h e  OSD Badge. 
( 3 )  The p rocuremen t ,  s t o c k i n g ,  and i s s u a n c e  of c e r t i f i c a t e s  and  

c i t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  Defense  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  S e r v i c e  Medal and  t h e  Defense  S u p e r i o r  
S e r v i c e  Medal. 

( 4 )  The p r o c e s s i n g  of  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l  Defense  d e c o r a t i o n  
n o m i n a t i o n s  n o t  h a n d l e d  by t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  a l l  DDSMs, and  a l l  
DSSMs and  below f rom OSD, Defense  a g e n c i e s  and  f i e l d  a c t i v i t i e s .  

3 .  The D i r e c t o r ,  Defense  L o q i s t i c s  Aqency ( D L A ) ,  s h a l l :  

a .  P r o c u r e ,  s t o c k ,  and  i s s u e  Defense  d e c o r a t i o n s  a n d  awards  f o r  OSD 
a n d  DoD f i e l d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f ,  U n i f i e d  and  S p e c i f i e d  Commands, 
j o i n t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  Defense  Agenc ie s ,  and  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Depa r tmen t s .  

b .  P r o c u r e ,  s t o c k ,  and  i s s u e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  t h e  Defense  M e r i t o r i o u s  
S e r v i c e  Medal, J o i n t  S e r v i c e  Cormendation Medal, and  J o i n t  S e r v i c e  Achievement 

c .  P r o v i d e  t h e  p o l i c i e s  and  p r o c e d u r e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  manage t h e  DoD 
M i l i t a r y  Awards Program. 

d .  A d j u d i c a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  e x c e p r i o n s  t o  p o l i c y .  

b. A d m i n i s t e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  D i r e c t o r ,  Waskinqton H e a d q u a r t e r s  S e r v i c e s  
(WHS)  : 



Medal, as authorized by the ASD (FM&P), for OSD and DoD field activities, the 
Joint Staff, Unified and Specified Commands, joint activities, the Defense 
Agencies and the Military Departments 

4. The Secretaries of the Military Departments shall: 

a. Establish procedures within their respective Departments to ensure 
compliance with the policies and procedures outlined in this Manual. 

b. Administer the Eilitary Service awards program for non-Defense 
decorations or awards within their Department. 

c. Comply with the provisions of E.O. 3524, (reference (b)), as they 
pertain to the designing of medals and insignia. 

5. The Secretary of the Army shall: 

a. Provide for the furnishing of heraldic services under regulations 
prescribed by him or her and based upon the authority contained within 10 
U.S.C. 4594 (reference (c)), an authority designated by him or her may, upon 
the request of, and subject to approval by, the Secretary of another Military 
Department, design flags, insignia, badges, medals, seals, decorations, 
guidons, streamers, final pieces for flagstaffs, buttons, buckles, awards, 
trophies, marks, emblems, rosettes, scrolls, braids, ribbons, knots, tabs, 
cords, and similar items for the requesting Department. 

5. Advise other Federal Agencies on matters of heraldry 

c. Prescribe regulations providing for reimbursement for services 
furnished. 



CHAPTER 2 

MEDAL OF HONOR (MOH) RECOMMEYDATIONS 

A. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this chapter is to furnish guidance to the Military. 
Departments in the processing of recommendations for the MOH. 

B. PROCEgURES INVOLVING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TEE MOH 

1. The Secretary concerned shall establish procedures for processing 
recommendations for the axard of the MOH within his or her Department. 
However, as a minimum, these recommendations shall contain the endorsement of 
the subordinate Unified Commander or JTF Commander, if involved; the Unified 
or Specified Commander concerned; and the CJCS. After endorsement by the 
CJCS, the recommendation shall be referred to the Secretary concerned for 
appropriate action. 

2. Except as provided in 10 U.S.C. 3744 or 8744 (reference (c)), 
recommendations for the Army and Air Force MOH must be entered formally into 
official channels within 2 years of the act warranting the recommendation, and 
awarded within 3 years. Recommendations for the Navy-Marine Corps MOH, except 
as provided in Section 6248 of reference (c), must be formally entered into 
official channels within 3 years of the act warranting the recommendation, and 
awarded within 5 years. 

3. Recommendations for award of the MOH disapproved by a Service 
Secretary, or the Secretary of Defense, may only be resubmitted if new, 
substantive and materiel information is provided within the time limits 
contained in 10 U.S.C. 3744, 6248, and 8744 (reference (c)). The information 
forming  he basis must have beec previously unknown and not considered by 
recommending and disapproving officials. The determination of the existence 
of new materiel and substantive information being a basis for reconsideration 
may not be delegated below the Service Secretary. 

a. The remaining bases for reconsideration are instanccs in which a 
Service Secretary or the Secretary of Defense determines there is evidence of 
material error or impropriety in the original processing of or decision on a 
recommendation for award of the MOH. Examples of such instances might be loss 
of accompanying and/or substantiating documents to the recommendation or 
proven gender or racial discrimination. Determination of the existence of 
material error or impropriety in the original processing and decision shall 
not be delegated below the Service Secretary. In such cases, the Secretary of 
Defense shall determine the need for legislation. 

b. All other instances of reconsideration shall be limited to those 
in which the formal recommendation was submitted within statutory time limits, 
the recommendation was lost or inadvertently not acted upon, and when these 
facts are conclusively established by tk.e respective Service Secretary or 
other official delegated approprlate authority. These provisions are to 
protect tke integrity and purity of purpose of the MOH by ensuring that all 
relevant information is submitted and considered while the actions are fresh 
in the minds of the witnesses. 

C. PRESENTATION OF THE MOH 

When practical, presentation of the MOH shall be made by the President of 
the United States, as CINC, in a formal ceremony in Washington, DC. As such, 
premature public disclosure of information concerning recommendations, 
processing and approval or disapproval actions is a potential source of 
embarrassment to those recormended and the Government. In addition, in the 



case of approved recomendations, it could diminish the impact of ceremonies 
at which the presentation is made. Therefore, to prevent premature 
disclosure, the policy of the Department is not to comment on any MOH case 
under consideration. Accordingly, the processing of MOH recommendations shall 
be handled on a "FOR OFFICIAL USE OSLY" basis until the awards are announced 
officially or are presented. 

D. COURTESIES AND PRIVILEGES AFFORDED MOH RECIPIENTS 

1. Enlisted personnel who are awarded the MOH are authorized one 
automatic promotion if not already serving in the highest enlisted grade 

2. Each recipient receives a nonthly $200.00 pension from the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (DVA). 

3. Enlisted recipients who retire with 20 or more, years of service 
receive a 10 percent increase in retired pay, not to exceed the 75 percent 
maximum. 

4. Recipients are issued a special MOH Travel and Identification Card 
signed by the Service Secretary. This entitles recipients who are not on 
active duty and not military retirees to use space available military air 
transportation. 

5. Unlike military personnel and retirees, MOH recipients may wear their 
uniforms at any time or place they choose. They receive a special uniform 
issue in conjunction with this privilege. 

6. Recipients who are not on active duty and not military retirees are 
issued a DoD Identification Card, as are their dependents. It authorizes them 
military commissary, post exchange and theater privileges. All of the 
Services, consistent with DoD policy, authorize use of morale, welfare and 
recreation activities, including honorary club membership without dues. 

7. Children of MOH recipients are not subject to quotas if they are 
qualified and desire to attend one of the U.S. military academies. 

8. All MOH recipients, as rr.emhers of the Congressional Medal of Honor 
Society, receive invitations to attend Presidential inaugurations and 
accompanying festivities. Military recipients and those who are civil 
servants have traditionally been authorized administrative absence in lieu of 
chargeable leave to attend. 

9. Some States have special license plates for MOH recipients. 

1 0 .  The DVA provides a special engraved headstone for deceased recipients 
of the NOH. 

11. Many installation commanders memorialize deceased MOH recipients by 
naming streets, buildings, or halls in their honor. 

12. MOH recipients should be accorded on-base billeting commensurate with 
the prestige associated with the MOH. 



CHAPTER 3 

DOD DECORATIONS 

A. INTRODUCTION 

1. Military decorations are awarded in recognition of individual heroism, 
meritorious achievement, or meritorious service. In the United States, the 
tradition of military decorations can be traced back to the American 
Revolution. The first medals were not part of an organized, systematic plan 
of awards, but were intended to recognize certain individuals for special 
occasions. Initially there were six medals awarded by the Continental 
Congress. The first was presented to General Washington on March 25, 1776. 
The second was approved by Congress on November 25, 1777, and presented to 
General Horatio Gates for the defeat of the British under General Burgoyne at 
Saratoga. The third was presented to General Henry "Light Horse Harry" Lee on 
September 24, 1779, in recognition of his attack upon the British at Paulus 
Hook, New Jersey, in July 1779. The next three medals awarded were unique, in 
that they were to be worn as decorations by the recipients. These were the 
so-called "Andre" medals, given to the three American militiamen who captured 
Major John Andre, a British intelligence officer, who had been plotting with 
General Benedict Arnold. These medals were awarded in 1780 to John Paulding, 
Isaac Van Wart, and David Williams. 

2. The organized, systematic plan of awards we have today can be directly 
traced to actions taken by General Washington in August 7, 1782, when he 
established the Badge of Military Merit. This decoration, a piece of cloth in 
the form of a heart, the forerunner of the current Purple Heart, was intended 
to recognize Service members who displayed unusual gallantry or extraordinary 
fidelity. Only three of these decorations are known to have been awarded 
during the Revolutionary War, and after the war the badge fell into disuse 
leaving the Nation with no official military decoration. 

3. In 1847, the U.S. Government established the Certificate of Merit and 
took its next step toward formally recognizing the individual contributions of 
Service members. Originally, the certificate was intended to recognize U.S. 
Army privates for gallantry in action or for specially meritorious service in 
peacetime. For over 50 years, this Presidential certificate remained 
unchanged and in 1905, a medal was designed for recipients of the Certificate 
of Merit. However, on July 19, 1918, the Congress discontinued the medal. 

4. The MOH was the first decoration to be designed and authorized for 
U.S. Service members since General Washington's Badge of Military Merit. On 
December 21, 1861, President Abraham Lincoln approved the establishment of a 
MOH for enlisted men of the Navy and Marine Corps. Within 7 months 
(July 12, 1862), the President authorized a similar decoration for enlisted 
members of the U.S. Army. 

5. Throughout the history of the Armed Forces of the United States, 
nearly 60 different decorations have evolved. Changes in eligibility criteria 
have been made over the years and, in some cases, decorations have fallen into 
disuse; however, the basic hierarchy remains unchanged. The MOH remains the 
highest military decoration that this Nation can bestow upon a Service member 
and lesser degrees of recognition are acknowledged by other decorations in 
descending order from the MOH. 

6. Although a formal system for recognition was established, not until 
1963 were steps taken to resolve the one major deficiency in the system. No 
means existed by which Service members assigned to joint activities could be 
recognized by any decoration other than a Service decoration. Sixteen years 
after the formation of the Department of Defense, the first Defense decoration 
-- the Joint Service Commendation Medal -- was authorized by the Secretary of 



Defense for award to Service members assigned to joint activities. AS with 
Service decorations, Defense decorations have evolved to where today there are 
a total of five Defense decorations that complement noncombat Service 
decorations. 

7. The following sections B. through E., below, outline the specific 
policies and procedures that apply to these five Defense decorations and to 
those Service members eligible for consideration. 

B. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1. Unless otherwise stated, only those members of the Armed Forces of the 
United States who have rendered superior meritorious service while permanently 
assigned to a joint manpower program paragraph and line number billet the 
following joint staffs or joint activities shall be eligible for consideration 
of a Defense decoration: 

a. OSD. 

b. Defense Agencies 

c. DoD Field Activities. 

d. The Joint Staff 

e. Headquarters, Unified Commands. 

f. Joint activities operating under the auspices of OSD, CJCS, and 
those jointly manned staffs or activities that operate under the direct 
control of Unified, Specified, or Combined Commands. 

g. Jointly manned staffs within the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) and Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE) 
infrastructure. 

h. Joint-Service Schools (staff and faculty members only). 

i. Joint Strategic Target Planning Staff. 

j .  Joint activities for which either a Principal Staff Assistant or 
the Secretary of a Military Department has been designated by either a DoD 
publication or the Secretary of Defense as the Executive Agent for OSD. 

k. Offices within the Executive Branch. 

1. Other Executive Departments outside the Department of Defense, 
Independent Establishments and Government Corporations. (See "The United 
States Government Manual 1987/88," reference (d)). 

m. Selected multilateral international and bilateral orqanizations in 
which the U.S. Government participates. (See "The United States Government 
Manual 1987/88," reference (d)). 

n. Individual mobilization augmentees (IMAs) assigned to joint 
mobilization manpower billets, as reflected in joint manpower documents, may 
be awarded Defense decorations on a case-by-case basis. To be eligible for 
individual Defense decorations, an IMA must normally serve for a minimum of 
90 days. With regard to the JMUA, there is no minimum time requirement for 
eligibility. It is the commander's responsibility to discern who contributed 
directly to the unit earning the JMUA. 

o. ~ndividuals permanently assigned to joint duty assignment (JDA) 



positions approved by the Secretary of Defense are also eligible for 
consideration of a Defense award. 

2. Eligibility for joint awards does not constitute eligibility for JDA 
credit as governed by chapter 10, U.S.C. 38 (reference (c)). 

3.  With the exception of the Defense ~istinguished Service Medal and the 
Defense Superior Service Medal, Defense decorations may be awarded to Service 
members on temporary duty (TDY) to an activity listed in subsection B.I., 
above. Personnel who are assigned to military department components that are 
subsequently attached to a joint activity for administrative or exercise 
purposes shall not be eligible for a Defense decoration. (Note: individual 
Service members performing as part of a unit whose mission is Service specific 
(e.g., mobile training teams, ETSS, TAFTS) are not eligible for Defense 
awards.) The duration of the TDY must be at least 90 consecutive days, and 
the achievement or meritorious service must be of a truly exceptional nature. 
Personnel who are TDY for less than 90 consecutive days maintain eligibility 
for Service awards. Normally, TDY achievement or service shall be recognized 
by the Joint Service Achievement Medal. ~eing under operational control of an 
activity listed in subsection B.I., above, does not constitute Defense award 
eligibility. 

4. No Defense decorations shall be awarded or presented to any Service 
member whose entire service during or after the time of the distinguished act, 
achievement, or service has not been honorable. 

5. Any Defense decoration for a distinguished act, achievement or service 
may be revoked if facts, later determined, would have prevented original 
approval of the decoration. Commanders or staff directors becoming aware of 
any such instances must immediately report the circumstances and make recom- 
mendations, through channels, to the awarding authority for review and deter- 
mination of appropriate action. Awarding authorities must seek advice from 
their legal staff in all cases where there is doubt as to the appropriateness 
of the award action. A decoration also should be revoked if the basis for 
which it was awarded no longer exists (e.g., the Service member's permanent 
change of station (PCS) assignment was canceled). When the awarding authority 
has determined that a Defense decoration should be revoked, the original 
orders should be revoked and the Service member's notified by the parent 
Military Service. 

6. The number of decorations that may be awarded to a Service member is 
not limited; however, only one decoration is awarded for the same act, 
achievement, or period of service. In addition, Defense decorations may not 
be awarded to any Service member for an act, achievement, or period of service 
for which a Service decoration has been awarded. 

7. No more than one specific decoration (e.g., Joint Service Commendation 
Medal) may be awarded to any one Service member. Each succeeding act, 
achievement, or period of service that warrants award of a similar Defense 
decoration shall be denoted by an oak-leaf cluster worn on the suspension and 
Service ribbon of the medal. 

8 .  Justification for award of Defense decorations shall be based on 
meritorious service and achievement while assigned to a joint activity, as 
defined in chapter 1. The fact that a Service member may retire from active 
duty from a joint assignment shall not be used to request or justify a higher 
level award than the actual service, achievement, or tenure in the joint 
assignment, supports. In ot-her words, defense award recommendations must be 
based purely on the tour of Joint service and not the Service member's entire 
career. In those instances where length of the joint terminal assignment, or 
degree of responsibility, would not qualify a Service member for an 
appropriate level Defense award on retirement, recommending officials may 



consider recommending the Service member for a service award. Any Defense 
decoration may be awarded upon retirement or separation of a Service member. 
Again, however, the award recommendation must stand on its own and not take 
into account the Service Member's previous assignments. 

9. Defense decorations may be awarded posthumously. When so awarded, 
they may be presented to an appropriate representative of the deceased, as 
determined by the awarding authority. 

10. Replacement of Defense Decorations 

a. The Service member to whom a Defense decoration has been awarded 
or the representative of a Service member to whom a Defense decoration was 
posthumously awarded, may receive a replacement decoration without cost, if 
the previously issued medal, ribbon, or other device for wear with or in place 
of an individual decoration has been lost, destroyed, or rendered unfit for 
use, without fault or neglect on the part of the recipient or the 
representative. All other replacement decorations are replaced at cost. 
Miniature decorations are not replaced by the Department of Defense. Such 
miniatures must be purchased from corn~ercial sources at the Service member's 
expense. 

b. Requests for replacement decorations shall be submitted in accord- 
ance with the procedures established by the Military Service concerned. For 
those Defense decorations that the Military Services are unable to obtain 
through normal supply channels, the Military Service concerned should obtain 
the decoration from Chief, Military Personnel Division; Personnel and Security 
Directorate; WHS, Washington, DC 20301-4000. 

11. Requests for exceptions to any POLICY or PROCEDURE pertaining to 
Defense decorations shall be forwarded to the ASD(FM&P). Disapproval of such 
requests may be made at any level of comnand. 

C . GENERAL PROCEDURES 

1. Each recommendation for a Defense decoration is evaluated on the 
merits of the justification submitted. Recommendations based on generalities, 
broad or vague terminology, superlative adjectives, or a recapitulation of 
duties performed usually do not permit competent evaluation. The 
justification must be specific, factual and provide concrete examples of 
exactly what the person did, how well he or she did it, and what the impact or 
benefits were and how they significantly exceeded expected performance of 
duty. 

2. All recommendations for Defense decorations shall be submitted by 
official memorandum or letter through command or staff channels to the 
appropriate approval authority using the format shown in figure 3-1. The 
narrative justification for either the Defense Distinguished Service Medal or 
the Defense Superior Service Medal shall not exceed three single-spaced 
typewritten pages, and for lesser Defense decorations it shall not exceed one 
single-spaced typewritten page. Supporting documentation only should be 
included when such documentation is essential to the recommendation. 

3 .  All reconmendations placed in official channels must be forwarded to 
the designated authority for approval or disapproval whether or not 
intermediate endorsing officials or commanders consider that the criteria for 
the proposed decoration have been met. Where appropriate, intermediate 
endorsing officials or commanders may recommend disapproval or comment on the 
propriety of lesser or higher awards if they do not favor the requested 
decoration. Placement in official channels is defined as signed by the 
initiating official and endorsed by a higher official in the chain of command. 



4. Each recommendation for a Defense decoration must be entered 
administratively into command or staff channels within 1 year of the act, 
achievement, or service to be recognized. 

5. Authorities with awarding authority as shown in section D., below, 
shall administratively review recommendations and take the following actions: 

a. Prepare the appropriate citations and certificates for approved 
decorations (figures 3-2 through 3-11), some of which have DD form numbers. 
Figure 3-2 represents DD Form 2408, "Defense Distinguished Service Medal 
Certificate"; figure 3-3 is DD Form 2409, "Defense Distinguished Service Medal 
Citation"; figure 3-4 is DD Form 2410, "Defense Superior Service Medal 
Certificate"; figure 3-5 is DD Form 2411, "Defense Superior Service Medal 
Citation"; figure 3-6 is DD Form 2412, "Defense Meritorious Service Medal 
Certificate"; figure 3-8 is DD Form 2413, "Joint Service Commendation Medal 
Certificate"; and figure 3-10 is DD Form 2414, "Joint Service Achievement 
Medal Certificate." figures 3-7, 3-9, and 3-11 are not DD Forms and are 
discussed in subparagraph C.5.a. (2) and (3), below. 

(1) In preparing DD Forms 2412, 2413, and 2414, the name of the 
issuing Agency, command, or office shall be typed or lettered above the 
"Secretary of Defense" line. (The overprinting or typing of the word "For" on 
the approval line is unnecessary.) 

(2) In preparing certificates for the Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal, the Joint Service Commendation Medal, and the Joint Service Achievement 
Medal, the name of the issuing Agency, command, or office shall be typed or 
lettered above the "Secretary of Defense" line. (The overprinting or typing 
the word "For" on the approval line is unnecessary.) 

(3) Citations for the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the 
Joint Service Commendation Medal, and the Joint Service Achievement Medal, as 
reflected in figures 3-7, 3-9, and 3-11, respectively, shall be used until 
current stock levels are depleted. Upon depletion, awarding authorities may 
use their discretion in using bond, parchment, or other suitable paper stock, 
as outlined in appendix H. 

b. When a recommendation for award of a Defense decoration is 
disapproved, the awarding authority may consider the award of a lesser Defense 
decoration. If the disapproval is made by either the Secretary of Defense; 
the ASD(FM&P); the DA&M; or the CJCS, the recommending official may consider 
the recommendation for any lesser Defense decoration he or she has authority 
to approve or defer the recommendation to the Service member's parent Military 
Service for consideration of an appropriate Service decoration. 

6. Lost Recommendations 

Recommendations officially placed into command or staff channels 
within the prescribed time limitations, but which were not acted on through 
loss or inadvertence, may be resubmitted at any time within 2 years after the 
distinguished act, achievement, or service for consideration to the appro- 
priate awarding authority. Lost recommendations must be forwarded through the 
same official channels as were the original recommendations. If those 
channels no longer exist, recommendations are forwarded through the channels 
that replaced the original channels. Consideration of an award under these 
provisions is contingent on the proponent for an award presenting the evidence 
required below. Recommendations not so documented shall be returned without 
action. 

The resubmission must include: 

a. A copy of the original recommendation or its substantive 



equivalent. As a minimum, the recommendations should be accompanied by 
statements, certificates, and affidavits corroborating the events or services 
involved. The person signing a reconstructed award recommendation must be 
identified clearly in terms of his or her official relationship to the 
intended recipient at the time of the act or during the period of service to 
be recognized. 

b. Conclusive evidence that the recommendation was officially placed 
in command or staff channels within the prescribed time limit (paragraph C.4., 
above) . 

c. Conclusive evidence of the loss of the recommendation or the 
failure to act on the recommendation through inadvertence. 

7. Reconsideration of Disapproved Recommendations 

a. A request for reconsideration of a disapproved or downgraded 
recommendation must be placed in official channels within 1 year from the date 
of the awarding authority's decision. One time reconsideration by the award 
authority shall be conclusive. 

h. When a lesser decoration than that recommended is approved, and 
the originator believes that the higher decoration is warranted, he or she 
must forward additional justification, not to exceed two single-spaced 
typewritten pages, to the awarding authority. If the higher award is 
approved, action is taken by the awarding authority to revoke the lesser 
awarded Defense decoration. 

c. Recommendations previously disapproved by the awarding authority 
are submitted for reconsideration only if new, substantive and material 
information is furnished and the time limits specified above do not preclude 
such action. Requests for reconsideration must be forwarded through the same 
official channels as the original recommendation. The additional 
justification for reconsideration must be in letter format, not to exceed two 
single-spaced typewritten pages. A copy of the original recommendation, with 
all endorsements, and the citation must be attached. 

D. SPECIFIC PROVISIONS 

1. Defense Distinquished Service Medal 

a. Authorized by E.O. 11545, (reference (e)) 

b. The Defense Distinguished Service Medal shall only be awarded to 
officers of the Armed Forces of the United States whose exceptional 
performance of duty and contributions to national security or defense have 
been at the highest levels. Such officers have direct and ultimate 
responsibility for a major activity or program that significantly influences 
the policies of the U.S. Government. 

(1) Normally, such broad responsibilities shall be held by only 
the most senior officers whose duties bring them into direct and frequent 
contact with the Secretary of Defense and other senior officials within the 
Government. Examples of such positions are the CJCS; Chiefs and Vice Chiefs 
of the Military Services, including the Commandant and the Assistant 
Commandant of the Marine Corps; and Commanders and Vice Commanders of the 
Unified and Specified Commands. 

( 2 )  The Defense Distinguished Service Medal also may be awarded 
to other senior officers who serve in positions of great responsibility, or to 
an officer whose direct and individual contributions to national security or 
defense are recognized as being so exceptional in scope and value as to be 



equivalent to contributions normally associated with positions encompassing 
broader responsibilities. 

c. The Defense Distinguished Service Medal, as the highest Defense 
peacetime decoration, may only be awarded by the Secretary of Defense. Under 
no circumstances may the awarding authority be delegated. 

d. The Defense Distinguished Service Medal shall be placed in 
precedence after the MOH and the Distinguished Service Crosses of the Armed 
Forces, but before the Distinguished Service Medals of the Armed Forces. 

e. All recommendations for award of the Defense Distinguished Service 
Medal to members of the Joint Staff, or Unified or Specified Command 
Headquarters, shall be processed through the CJCS, for his recommendation. 
These recommendations shall not be boarded at the Joint Staff level. The 
CJCS, shall forward his recommendations to the Chief, Military Personnel 
Division; Personnel and Security Directorate, WHS, for boarding and 
processing. Recommendations should be submitted to arrive at the Joint Staff 
no later than 90 days before the desired presentation date. 

f. All other recommendations for award of the Defense Distinguished 
Service Medal shall be submitted to the Chief, Military Personnel Division; 
Personnel and Security Directorate; WHS; for boarding and processing. 
Recommendations should be submitted no later than 90 days before the desired 
presentation date. 

2. Defense Superior Service Kedal 

a. Authorized by E.O. 11904, (reference (f) I .  

b. The Defense Superior Service Medal shall be awarded only to 
members of the Armed Forces of the United States who, after February 6, 1976, 
rendered superior meritorious service in a position of significant 
responsibility. 

c. The Defense Superior Service Medal shall be awarded only by the 
Secretary of Defense. 

(1 )  The CJCS has been delegated approval or disapproval authority 
for Service members assigned to the Joint Staff, and those Service members 
assigned to JDA positions or joint billets, as reflected in joint manpower 
documents, within unified or specified command headquarters. This authority 
may not be delegated further. 

(2) Approval or disapproval authority for all other qualifying 
Service members is delegated to the Director of Administration & Management on 
behalf of the ASD(FM&P). This authority may not be further delegated. 

d. The Defense Superior Service Medal shall be placed in precedence 
after the Medal of Honor, the Distingnished Service Crosses of the Services, 
the Defense Distinguished Service Medal, the Distinguished Service Medals of 
the Services, and the silver star, but before the Legion of Merit. 

e. Recommendations approved by the CJCS, shall be processed entirely 
by the Joint Staff. All other recommendations shall be forwarded to the 
Chief, Military Personnel Division, Personnel and Security Directorate, WHS, 
for processing. Recommendations should be submitted no later than 90 days 
before the desired presentation date. 



THE UNITED STATES OF iZhll<RIGA 
TO ALL \%q10 SHALL S E E  THESE PRESENTS, GIIEETING: 

THIS I S  TO CERTIFY THAT 
TIIE SE(;KErI'ARY OF 1)EFENSE 

I IAS AWL11 t L) E D 

THE DEFENSE I)ISTIK(;UISHED SERVICE MEDAL 

GWEN I'NDER MY HANI) IN TIIE CITY OF \\'ASHINGTC)X 
T H I S  DAY OF 1 9  

FIGURE 3-2. Sample Certificate - Defense Distinguished 
Service Medal. DD Form 2408, Nov 85 



3. Defense Meritorious Service Medal 

a. Authorized by E.O., 12019, (reference (g)). 

b. The Defense Meritorious Service Medal shall only be awarded to 
members of the Armed Forces of the United States who, after November 3, 1977, 
distinguished themselves by noncombat meritorious achievement or service. 

c. The Defense Meritorious Service Medal shall be awarded in the name 
of the Secretary of Defense. 

(1) Authority to award the Defense ~eritorious Service Medal is, 
hereby, delegated to : 

(a) The DA&M for Service members assigned to the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense; DoD Field Activities; joint DoD activities that 
report directly to an OSD Principal Staff Assistant or for which the Secretary 
of a Military Department has been designated as an Executive Agent; 
multilateral and bilateral organizations; and other offices within the 
Executive Branch, Executive Agencies and Departments, or independent 
establishments and Government corporations. (See "United States Government 
Manual 1987/88" (reference ( d ) ) .  

(b) The Director, Joint Staff for Service members assigned 
to the Joint Staff and those Agencies and activities reporting directly to the 
CJCS that are not delegated approval authority for this decoration. 

(c) CINC in Chief of Unified or Specified Commands, for 
Service members assigned to JDA positions or joint billets, as reflected in 
joint manpower documents, within their respective Headquarters or joint 
activities directly under their operational control. They also may approve 
this award for the commander, his or her staff, and other Service members 
attached to a JTF as individuals (not as members of an assigned and/or 
attached unit). 

ld) The Supreme Allied Commander, Europe; the Supreme Allied 
Commander, Atlantic; the U.S. Representative to the Military Committee, NATO; 
the Defense Advisor, U.S. Mission NATO; and the CINC, North American Aerospace 
Air Defense Command (NORAD), for Service members assigned to JDA positions or 
joint billets within their respective headquarters or associated Agencies, as 
reflected in joint manpower documents. 

(e) Directors of Defense Agencies (except Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA) and Defense Security Assistance Agency 
(DSAA)), for Service members assigned to their respective Agencies. 

(f) Commander, U.S. Forces Korea, for Service members 
assigned to JDA positions or joint billets, as reflected in joint manpower 
documents, within that headquarters or joint activities directly under their 
operational control. 

(g) President, National Defense University (NDU), for 
Service members assigned to the University, the National War College, and the 
Industrial College of the Armed Forces. 

(h) Commandant, Armed Forces Staff College, for Service 
members assigned to the College. 

(i) Director, Strategic Target Planning, for Service members 
assigned to the Joint Strategic Target Planning Staff. 

( 2 )  This authority may be delegated further at the discretion of 



the awarding authority to general or flag officers of the Armed Forces of the 
United States in the grade of 0-7 when they occupy established command or 
staff positions. Such authority must be delegated in writing. 

d. The Defense Meritorious Service Medal shall take precedence after 
the Defense Superior Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, and the bronze star 
but before the Military Services' Meritorious Service Medal. 

e. Recommendations for the Defense Meritorious Service Medal shall be 
submitted to the appropriate approval authority for processing. In those 
instances where the approval authority rests with the DA&M, the recommendation 
shall be submitted for processing to the Chief, Military Personnel Division, 
Personnel and Security Directorate, WHS, no later than 90 days before the 
desired presentation date. 

4. Joint Service Commendation Medal 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of Defense, June 25, 1963 

b. The Joint Service Commendation Medal shall be awarded only to 
members of the Armed Forces of the United States who, after January 1, 1963, 
distinguished themselves by meritorious achievement or service. 

c. The Joint Service Commendation Medal shall be awarded in the name 
of the Secretary of Defense. 

(1) Authority to award the Joint Service Commendation Medal is 
hereby delegated to: 

(a) The DA&M, Gr designee, for awards to Service members 
assigned to OSD; DoD Field Activities; joint-DoD activities which report 
directly to an OSD Principal Staff Assistant (OSD) or for which the Secretary 
of a Military Department has been designated as an Executive Agent; 
multilateral and bilateral organizations; and other offices within the 
Executive Branch, Executive Agencies and Departments, or independent 
establishments and Government corporations. (See "The United States 
Government Manual 1987/88" (reference (d) . ) 

(b) The Director, Joint Staff, for Service members assigned 
to the Joint Steff and to those joint activities reporting directly to the 
CJCS that are not delegated approval authority. 

(c) CINCs of Unified or Specified Commands for Service 
members assigned to JDA positions or joint billets, as reflected in joint 
manpower documents, within their respective Headquarters or joint activities 
directly under their operational control. They also may approve this award 
for the commander, his or her staff and other Service members attached to a 
JTF as individuals (not as members of an assigned and/or attached unit). 

(d)  The Supreme Allied Commander, Europe; the Supreme Allied 
Commander, Atlantic; the U.S. Representative to the Military Committee, NATO; 
the Defense Advisor, U.S. Mission NATO; and the CINC, NORAD, for Service 
members assigned to joint duty assignment (JDA) positions or joint billets, as 
reflected in joint manpower documents, within their respective commands or 
associated Agencies. 

(e) Directors of Defense Agencies (except Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA) and Defense Security Assistance Agency 
(DSAA)), for Service members assigned to their respective Agencies. 

(f) The Commander, U.S. Forces Korea, for Service members 
assigned to JDA positions or joint billets, as reflected in joint manpower 



documents, within that Headquarters and to those joint activities reporting 
directly to that command. 

(g! The President, NDU, for Service members assigned to the 
University, the Natlonal War College, and the Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces. 

(h) The Commandant, Armed Forces Staff College, for Service 
members assigned to the College. 

(i) The Director, Strategic Target Planning, for Service 
members assigned to the Joint Strategic Target Planning Staff. 

( j )  The Executive Director, Military Postal Service Agency, 
for Service members assigned to his or her Agency. 

(2) This authority may be delegated further at the discretion of 
the awarding authority to general or flag officers of the Armed Forces of the 
United States in the grade of 0-7, when they occupy established command or 
staff positions. Such authority must be delegated in writing. 

d. The Joint Service Commendation Medal shall take precedence with, 
but before, the Service Commendation Medals. A bronze "V" is authorized if 
the citation is for an act or service involving direct participati~n in combat 
operations during the period June 25, 1963, to March 31, 1976. Effective 
April 1, 1976, the "V" device is authorized if the citation is approved for 
valor (heroism) in a designated combat area. 

e. Recommendations for the Joint Service Commendation Medal shall be 
submitted to the appropriate approval authority for processing. In those 
instances where the approval authority rests with the DA&M, the recommendation 
shall be submitted for processing to the Chief, Military Personnel Division, 
Personnel and Security Directorate, WHS, no later than 90 days before the 
desired presentation date. 

5. Joint Service Achievement Medal 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of Defense, August 3, 1983 

b. The Joint Service Achievement Medal shall be awarded only to 
members of the Armed Forces of the United States below the grade of 0-6 who, 
after August 3, 1983, distinguished themselves by outstanding performance of 
duty and meritorious achievement. 

c. The Joint Service Achievement Medal shall be awarded in the name 
of the Secretary of Defense. 

(1) Authority to award the Joint Service Achievement Medal is 
hereby delegated to: 

(a) The Secretary of Defense or OSD Principal Staff 
Assistants for Service members assigned to either OSD, DoD Field Activities, 
or joint DoD activities for which a Principal Staff Assistant has been 
designated Executive Agent for the Secretary of Defense. 

(b) The DA&M, or his designee for Service members assigned 
to multilateral and bilateral organizations; and other offices within the 
Executive Branch, Executive Agencies and Departments, or independent 
establishments and Government corporations. (See "The United States 
Government Manual 1987/88" (reference (d) . ) 

(c) The Director, Joint Staff, for Service members assigned 



to the Joint Staff and to joint activities reporting directly to the CJCS that 
are not delegated approval authority for this decoration. 

(d) CINCs of Unified or Specified Commands for Service 
members assigned to JDA positions or joint billets, as reflected in joint 
manpower documents, within their respective Headquarters or joint activities 
directly under their operational control. They also may approve this award 
for the commander, his or her staff, and other Service members attached to a 
JTF as individuals (not as members of an assigned and/or attached unit). 

(e) The Supreme Allied Commander, Europe; the Supreme Allied 
Commander, Atlantic; the U.S. Representative to the NATO Military Committee; 
the Defense Advisor, U.S. Mission NATO; the CINC, NORAD; and the Commander; 
U.S. Forces Korea, for Service members assigned to JDA positions or joint 
billets within their respective commands or agencies, as reflected in joint 
manpower documents. 

(f) Directors of Defense Agencies (except Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA) and Defense Security Assistance Agency 
(DSAA)) for Service members assigned to their respective Agencies. 

(g) The President, NDU, for Service members assigned to the 
University, the National War College, the Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces, and the Armed Forces Staff College. 

(h) The Director, Strategic Target Planning, for Service 
members assigned to the Joint Strategic Target Planning Staff. 

(i) The Executive Director, Military Postal Service Agency, 
for Service members assigned to that activity. 

(j) The Secretary of a Military Department who has been 
designated previously as the Executive Agent for a joint function by the 
Secretary of Defense, the Deputy Secretary of Defense, or CJCS. 

( 2 )  This authority may be delegated further in writing to an 
officer in the grade of 0-6 in the Armed Forces of the United States or to a 
civilian of equivalent rank who is occupying an established command or staff 
position. 

(3) The authority to disapprove recommendations is given to 
officers with award authority. 

d. The Joint Service Achievement Medal shall take precedence with, 
but before, the Achievement Medals of the Armed Forces. 

e. Recommendations for the Joint Service Achievement Medal shall be 
submitted to the appropriate approval authority for processing. In those 
instances where the approval authority rests with the individuals specified in 
subparagraphs D.5.c.(l)(a) through D.S.C.l(i), above, recommendations shall be 
submitted after approval to the Chief, Military Personnel Division, Personnel 
and Security Directorate, WHS, for processing. 



MEMORANDUM FOR (approval authority) 

THROUGH: (if applicable) 

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of the (as applicable) 

Under the provisions of DoD 1348.33-M, the following Service member is recom- 
mended for award of the (as applicable): 

a. (Grade, name, and social security number.) 

b. (Organization of assignment.) 

c. (Grade and duty assignment at the time of act or service. Include 
service, JMP paragraph and/or line number or JDAL number as appropriate). 

d. (Inclusive dates for which recommended.) 

e. Service member to be (reassigned permanent change of station on 
-1, (relieved from active duty on . (If presentation is desired 
at gaining activity provide forwarding address of the servicing military 
personnel office.) 

f. (If presentation is desired before departure, state required present- 
ation date and provide complete mailing address. If the decoration, citation, 
and certificate are to be hand carried by a representative of the unit, 
provide name and telephone number of contact.) 

g. (Previous Defense awards and inclusive dates.) 

h. No other award for this Service member for this action is pending, 
and no previous award has been made for the act or service described herein. 
(It is the responsibility of the recommending official to ensure compliance 
with this policy.) 

Attached is a narrative description of (achievement performed or service 
rendered) : 

(Instructions: The narrative should be specific and factual, giving 
concrete examples of exactly what the Service member did, how it was done, 
what benefits or results were realized, and why or how such benefits or 
results significantly exceeded superior performance of duty.) 

(Signature of Recommending Official) 

Attachments 3 
1. Narrative 
2. Citation 
3. Supporting Documentation (if appropriate) 

(Approval authority, position and name) 
(Reference authority) 

Figure 3-1. Sample Format for Award Recommendation. 
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TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF THE 

Defense Bistingui&eb Bemice flebal 

FIGURE 3-3. Sample C i t a t i o n  - Defense  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  
S e r v i c e  Medal. DD Form 2409, Nov 85 



T I E  1)E:I:EXSE S U P E R I O R  SERVICE MEDAL 

DD F O R M  2410 .  N O V  8 5  

FIGURE 3 - 4 .  Sample Certificate - Defense Superior 
Service Medal. DD Form 2410, Nov 85 



TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

FIGURE 3-5. Sample C i t a t i o n  - Defense S u p e r i o r  
S e r v i c e  Medal. DD Form 2411, Nov 85 
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THE UNITED STATES OF A&!IERICA 

IIE;FENSE M E  RITORHWS SELtVICfE IMEDAL 

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

O D  FORM 2412. NOV 85  

FIGURE 3-6. Sample Certificate - Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal. DD Form 2412, Nov 85 



TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF THE 

FIGURE 3-7. Sample Citation - Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal. 



THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING: 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT 
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

HAS AWARDED THE 
W 

I 
C 
\O JOINT SERVICE COMMENDATION MEDAL 

TO 

FOR 
MERITORIOUS SERVICE 

FOR THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON 
THIS DAY OF 19 

Joint Service Commendation Medal. 



aitation 
TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

jlaint % m i t e  aammmbatian illILohd 
TO 

FIGURE 3-9. Sample Citation - Joint Service 
Commendation Medal. 



THE UNITED STATES OFAMERICA 
TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING: 

THIS I S  TO CERTIFY THAT 
THE S E C R E T A R Y  OF DEFENSE 

HAS AWARDED 

THE J O I N T  SERVICE ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL 
TO 

FOR 
MEKITORIOUS SERVICE 

FOR THE ARMED FORGES OF THE UNITED STATES 

GIVEN UNDER M Y  HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON 
T H I S  DAY OF 10 

FIGURE 3-10. Sample Certificate - Joint Service 
Achievement Medal. DD Form 2414, Nov 85 



TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

FIGURE 3-11. Sample Ci ta t ion  - J o i n t  Service 
Achievement Medal 



CHAPTER 4 

JOINT MERITORIOUS UNIT AWARD (JMUAL 

A. INTRODUCTION 

1. Unit awards recognize entire organizations for outstanding heroism or 
achievement performed during periods of war, international tension, national 
emergencies, or extraordinary situations that involve national interests. 
They are not intended to recognize single, individual actions, but instead to 
acknowledge the combined efforts of every member of an organization. 

2. Appendix B describes the U.S. unit awards that have been authorized 
for the Armed Forces of the United States. Until 1981, the accomplishments of 
joint activities could only be recognized by Service unit awards. However, 
due to the very nature of these activities and the varying criteria among the 
Services, it became necessary to establish a means by which joint activities 
could be recognized. With the JMUA, the Department of Defense provides a 
consistent means for recognizing such activities. 

3. The JMUA, awarded in the name of the Secretary of Defense, is intended 
to recognize joint units and activities for meritorious achievement or 
service, superior to that which is normally expected. The policies and 
procedures pertaining to this unique award are outlined, below. 

B. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

1. General 

a. The JMUA shall be awarded only to joint units or activities. For 
the purpose of this award, a joint unit, activity, or task force is considered 
to be any DoD activity consisting of elements of more than one Military 
Service and meeting the following criteria: 

(1) Reports through either Unified, Combined, or Specified 
Command channels, provided that the command is also a joint command, to the 
CJCS, or directly to an OSD Principal Staff Assistant. 

(2) Pursues a joint mission under the cognizance of the Secretary 
of Defense; the CJCS; the commander of a Unified, Specified, or Combined 
Command that is also a joint command; or the Secretary of a Kilitary 
Department that has been designated the Executive Agent for the Secretary of 
Defense. 

b. Headquarters and support staffs, including special projects 
operating under the direct auspices of either an OSD Principal Staff Assistant 
or the CJCS shall not be eligible for award of the JMUA. 

c. The JMUA shall not be awarded to any DoD activity that has 
received any other unit award for the same achievement or period of service. 

d. A JTF may be awarded the JMUA. If a JTF is awarded a JMUA, every 
member assigned/attached to the JTF (including TDY and temporary assigned duty 
(TAD) personnel), either as individuals or as members of an assigned and/or 
attached unit, are eligible to wear the JMUA ribbon, under the 30-day rule 
outlined in subsection G . Z . ,  below. Services may award Service unit awards to 
their participating units for all periods not recognized by a JMUA. 
Eligibility commences with issuance of this publication. It is not 
retroactive. 

e. The outstanding accomplishment by a unit or activity of its 
normally assigned and expected mission is not in and of itself sufficient 



justification for award of the JMUA 

2. Specific. The JMUA recognizes meritorious achievement or service, 
superior to char which is normally expected, under one of the following 
conditions : 

a. During action in combat with an armed enemy of the United States. 

b. In a declared national emergency situation. 

c. Under extraordinary circumstances that involve national interests. 

1. Recommendations for the JMUA must be in narrative format (see figure 
4-11. As a minimum, the recormendation must include the following: 

a. Name and location of unit, activity, or organization. 

b. Inciusive dates for the award. 

c. A narrative justification containing specific and factual data 
about what the activity accomplished, how it was done, what the benefits or 
results were, and why or how the achlevernent or service significantly exceeded 
normal unit duty performance. The narrative justification shall not exceed 
three sic~le-spaced typewritten pages. Supporting documents as appropriate 
may be attached. 

2. Award recommendations shall be endorsed by commanders at all levels. 

D. SUBMISSION OF RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Reco~nmendations for the JMUA shall be submitted through command 
channels as follows: 

a. Recommendations for joint activities that report directly to an 
OSD Principal Staff Assistant or to the Secretary of a Military Department, 
for which he or she has been designated the Executive Agent for the Secretary 
of Defense, shall be forwarded to the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Military Manpower and Personnel Policy) (DASD(MM&PP)), Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Management and Personnel) (OASD (FM&P)). 

b. Recormendations for joint activities that report directly to or 
through the CJCS shall be forwarded to the Director, Joint Staff. 

2. ~ecommendations must be entered administratively into command channels 
within 2 years of the achievement or service to be recognized. 

E. APPROVAL AUTHORITY 

The JMUA is awarded in the name of the Secretary of Defense; however, 
authority to award is delegated to: 

1. The ASD(PM&P), or designee, for activities that report directly to an 
OSD Principal Staff Assistant or for which the Secretary of a Military 
Department has been designated Executive Agent for the Secretary of Defense. 

2 .  The CJCS, or designee, for activities that report directly to or 
through the CJCS. 



F .  E L I G I B L E  A C T I V I T I E S  

See appendix C for a list of joint units or activities that have been 
awarded the JMUA. 

G. MANNER OF WEAR 

1. The JMUA shall have precedence after the Presidential Unit Citation, 
but before the Military Service unit awards. 

2. Only those members of the Armed Forces of the United States who were 
present at the time and directly participated in the service or achievement 
for 30 days or more, or for the entire period cited if less than 30 days, 
shall be authorized to wear the JMUA ribbon. Award of the JMUA to a JTF shall 
include all military members assigned or attached to the JTF (including 
members of assigned or attached units) during the cited period, within the 3 0 -  
day rule outlined above. Local commanders may waive, on an individual basis, 
the 30 day minimum time requirement for individuals (e.g. Reserve personnel on 
active duty and TDY and/or TAD personnel), who, in the purview of the 
commander contributed directly to the achievement of the JMUA, and were 
assigned to the awarded unit during the approved time frames. 

3. An oak-leaf cluster is authorized for wear for each additional award 
of the JMUA. 

4. Streamers shall be obtained by the unit through normal supply 
channels. Eligible units of a JTF awarded the JMUA are authorized streamers 
in accordance with their Service's policies. 

H. EXCEPTIONS TO POLICY 

Requests for exceptions to policies or determinations relating to 
eligibility for the JMUA shall be forwarded through appropriate command 
channels to the Chief, Military Personnel Division, Personnel and Security 
Directorate, WHS, for processing to the ASD(FM&P). Disapproval of such 
requests may be made at any level having an established command or staff 
position authorized in the grade of 0-8. 



(Letterhead of Initiating Joint Activity) 

MEMORANDUM FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL DIVISION, PERSONNEL AND SECURITY 
DIRECTORATE, WASHINGTON HEADQUARTERS SERVICES, OR CHAIRMAN JOINT CHIEFS OF 
STAFF 

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award of the Joint Meritorious Unit Award 

Under the provisions of DoD 1348.33-M, the following DoD activity is 
recommended for award of the Joint Meritorious Unit Award: 

a. Unit, activity, or organization. 

b. Location, such as installation, city, State, and country. 

c. Inclusive dates (YYMMDD) for which recommended. 

d. Previous Joint Meritorious Unit Awards awarded to this DoD activity 
(inclusive dates (YYMMDD)) . 

No other unit award is pending for this DoD activity regarding this action, 
and no unit award has been made previously for the achievement or service 
described herein. 

Attached is a narrative description of the achievement performed or service 
rendered: 

(Instructions: The narrative should be specific and factual, providing 
concrete examples of exactly what the DoD activity did, how it was done, 
what benefits or results were realized, and why or how the achievement or 
service significantly exceeded normal unit duty performance.) 

Signature of Recommending Official 

Attachments-3 
1. Narrative 
2. Citation 
3 .  Supporting Documentation 

(if required) 

Figure 4-1. Sample Format for JMUA Recommendation 



SAMPLE CITATION 

DOD 
Seal 

CITATION 

To Accompany the Award of the 

JOINT MERITORIOUS UNIT AWARD 

to the 

(unit, activity, or organization) 

The (unit, activity, or organization) distinguished itself by exceptionally 
meritorious (achievement or service) from (inclusive dates (YYMMDD)). During 
this period.. . 

(Instructions: Prepare in smooth form, limiting the body of the citation 
to 16 double-spaced typewritten lines. If it is necessary to extend the 
citation beyond 16 lines, single spacing shall be acceptable. Leave a 
1/2-inch space above the seal line so that the seal can be affixed to the 
citation. The body of the citation shall be straightforward in style, 
with short, simple, direct, and accurate facts. The narrative must be 
unclassified. ) 

By their exemplary performance of duty, the members of the (unit, activity, or 
organization) have brought great credit to themselves and to the Department of 
Defense. 

Figure 4-2. Sample Citation - JMUA. 
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CHAPTER 5 

U.S. NONMILITARY DECORATIONS 

A. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this chapter is to furnish policy guidance to the Military 
Departments regarding the recognition and wearing of U.S. nonmilitary 
decorations. 

B. POLICY 

1. Members of civilian groups recognized under the provisions of P.L. 95 -  
202 (reference (h)) will not receive military decorations if the recognized 
group had a civilian system of decorations. Such civilian decorations are 
considered by the Department of Defense as equivalent to military awards that 
would have been issued to military members for similar acts, achievements, or 
periods of service. This policy conforms to DoD guidance that precludes 
multiple awards for the sane acts, achievements or periods of service (see 
chapter 3, Paragraph B.5.). 

2. Members of the Armed Forces of the United States who are authorized to 
accept and wear U.S. nonmilitary decorations shall observe the following when 
wearing such decorations or the ribbons symbolic, thereof: 

a. U.S. nonmilitary decorations shall be worn immediately following 
U.S. military decorations and preceding service medals. 

b. Normally, when a Service member has been awarded and is authorized 
to wear more than one U.S. nonmilitary decoration, such decorations shall be 
worn in the order of date of acceptance. However, there are two exceptions to 
this policy. For members of the Military Services, when two or more 
decorations from the same Agency are worn, the order shall be in accordance 
with the precedence established by the awarding Agency regardless of date of 
acceptance. For members of the U.S. Coast Guard, precedence for all U.S. 
nonmilitary decorations shall be determined by the Commandant, U.S. Coast 
Guard. 

c. No U.S. nonmilitary decoration shall be worn on the Service 
member's uniform, unless at least one U.S. military decoration or service 
medal is worn at the same time. 



e.  The Humanitarian Serv ice  Medal. 

CHAPTER 6 

DOD SERVICE MEDALS 

A .  INTRODUCTION 

1. Serv i ce  medals, campaign medals, and s e r v i c e  r ibbons denote  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by a Serv ice  member i n  a campaign, war, n a t i o n a l  emergency, 
exped i t i on ,  o r  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  of s p e c i f i e d  Serv ice  requirements  i n  a 
c r e d i t a b l e  manner. These awards t a k e  precedence immediately a f t e r  nonmi l i t a ry  
deco ra t i ons  and a r e  normally worn i n  t h e  o rde r  ea rned .  However, a c t u a l  
precedence v a r i e s  depending upon t h e  Serv ice  member's branch of M i l i t a r y  
Se rv i ce .  Appendix D de sc r ibe s  a l l  t h e  U . S .  s e r v i c e  medals, campaign medals, 
and s e r v i c e  r ibbons  t h a t  have been au tho r i zed  f o r  t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  
United S t a t e s .  

2 .  Since World War 11, t h e r e  have been over  100 s e r v i c e  medals, campaign 
medals, and s e r v i c e  r ibbons au thor ized .  I n  most i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  M i l i t a r y  
Se rv i ce s  c o n t r o l  t h e  p o l i c i e s  a s  t hey  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e i r  Se rv i ce  members. 
However, t h e r e  a r e  s i x  s e r v i c e  medals t h a t  a r e  cons idered  Defense s e r v i c e  
awards and, a s  such, t h e  p o l i c i e s  f a l l  under t h e  purview of t h e  ASD(FM&P). 
These s e r v i c e  awards a r e :  

a .  The Nat iona l  Defense Se rv i ce  Medal. 

b .  The An ta r c t i c a  Serv ice  Medal. 

c .  The Armed Forces  Expedi t ionary Medal (AFEM). 

d .  The Vietnam Serv ice  Medal. 

f .  P r i sone r  of War (POW) Medal. 

3 .  P o l i c i e s  and procedures  f o r  non-Defense s e r v i c e  awards and t h e i r  
appurtenances  a r e  determined by t h e  Sec re t a ry  concerned and, a s  such, 
app rop r i a t e  M i l i t a r y  Serv ice  r e g u l a t i o n s  should be consu l t ed  i n  de te rmin ing  a 
Se rv i ce  member's en t i t l emen t  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  award. As f o r  Defense Serv ice  
awards, t h e  p o l i c i e s  and procedures  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e s e  Serv ice  awards a r e  
o u t l i n e d ,  below. 

B. NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE MEDAL 

1. E l i q i b i l i t y  Requirements 

a .  Authorized by E . O .  10448 a s  amended by E . O .  11265 ( r e f e r e n c e  ( i ) ) .  

b .  Honorable a c t i v e  s e r v i c e  a s  a member of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  
United S t a t e s  f o r  any p e r i o d  between June 2 7 ,  1950, and J u l y  27, 1954, o r  
between January 1, 1961, and August 1 4 ,  1974. For t h e  purpose of t h i s  Serv ice  
award, Se rv i ce  members i n  t h e  fo l lowing  c a t e g o r i e s  s h a l l  not be cons idered  a s  
performing a c t i v e  Se rv i ce :  

( I )  Members of t h e  Guard and Reserve Forces  on s h o r t  t o u r s  of 
a c t i v e  du ty  t o  f u l f i l l  t r a i n i n g  o b l i g a t i o n s  under an i n a c t i v e  du ty  t r a i n i n g  
program. 

( 2 )  Any Serv ice  member on TDY o r  TAD t o  s e rve  on boards ,  cou r t s ,  
comnissions,  and l i k e  o rgan i za t i ons .  



( 3 )  Any Se rv i ce  member on a c t i v e  du ty  f o r  t h e  s o l e  purpose of 
undergoing a  phys i ca l  examinat ion.  

(4 )  Any Se rv i ce  member on a c t i v e  du ty  f o r  purposes  o t h e r  t h a n  
extended a c t i v e  du ty .  

c .  Notwithstanding t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  any member of t h e  U.S. Coast 
Guard o r  t h e  Reserve o r  Guard Forces  of t h e  Armed Forces  who, between January 
1, 1961, and August 1 4 ,  1974, became e l i g i b l e  f o r  award of e i t h e r  t h e  AFEM o r  
t h e  Vietnam Se rv i ce  Medal s h a l l  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  award of t h e  Nat iona l  Defense 
Se rv i ce  Medal. 

2 .  Subsequent Award. A bronze s e r v i c e  s t a r  s h a l l  be  worn on t h e  
suspension and s e r v i c e  ribbon of t h e  Nat ional  Defense Serv ice  Medal by Se rv i ce  
members who earned  t h e  medal dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d  1950 through 1954 and aga in  
du r ing  t h e  pe r iod  1961 through 1974. 

3 .  Posthumous Awards. The Nat iona l  Defense Se rv i ce  Medal may be awarded 
posthumously. 

C .  ANTARCTICA SERVICE MEDAL 

1. E l i q i b i l i t y  Requirements 

a .  Any person  who, from January 2 ,  1 9 4 6 ,  t o  a  d a t e  t o  be announced, 
meets any of t h e  fo l lowing  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  s h a l l  be e l i g i b l e  t o  r ece ive  t h e  
A n t a r c t i c a  Se rv i ce  Medal. For t h e  purpose of t h i s  award, An ta r c t i c a  i s  
de f ined  a s  t h e  a r e a  sou th  of l a t i t u d e  60 S .  The An ta r c t i c a  Se rv i ce  Medal i s  
au tho r i zed  by P . L .  86-600,  ( r e f e r ence  ( j ) )  . 

(1) Any member of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  U.S. 
c i t i z e n ,  o r  r e s i d e n t  a l i e n  of t h e  rJnited S t a t e s ,  who a s  a member of a  U.S. 
exped i t i on ,  p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  o r  has p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s c i e n t i f i c ,  d i r e c t  suppor t ,  
o r  exp lo ra to ry  ope ra t i ons  i n  An ta r c t i c a .  

(2 )  Any member of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  U.S. 
c i t i z e n ,  o r  r e s i d e n t  a l i e n  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  who p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  o r  has  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  fo r e ign  A n t a r c t i c  exped i t i on  i n  An ta r c t i c a  i n  coo rd ina t i on  
wi th  a  U.S. exped i t i on  and who i s  o r  was under t h e  sponsorsh ip  and approval  of 
competent U.S. Government a u t h o r i t y .  

( 3 )  Any member of t h e  Armed Forces of t h e  United S t a t e s  who 
p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n ,  o r  has p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n ,  f l i g h t s  a s  a  member of t h e  crew of an 
a i r c r a f t  f l y i n g  t o  o r  from t h e  A n t a r c t i c  con t inen t  i n  suppor t  of o p e r a t i o n s  i n  
A n t a r c t i c a .  

( 4 )  Any member  of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  U.S. 
c i t i z e n ,  o r  r e s i d e n t  a l i e n  of t h e  United S t a t e s  who s e r v e s  o r  has  se rved  i n  a 
U.S. s h i p  ope ra t i ng  sou th  of l a t i t u d e  60 S i n  suppor t  of U . S .  programs i n  
A n t a r c t i c a .  

(5 )  Any person,  i nc lud ing  c i t i z e n s  Of f o r e i g n  na t i ons ,  no t  f u l -  
f i l l i n g  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  under subparagraph C.1.a.  (1) through C.1.a.  ( 4 ) ,  
above, o r  subparagraph c.l.b., below, but  who p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  o r  has  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a U.S. A n t a r c t i c  exped i t i on  i n  An ta r c t i c a  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  of 
a  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  U.S. Agency may be given t h e  award by t h e  Sec re t a ry  of t h e  
Department under whose cognizance t h e  exped i t i on  f a l l s ,  provided t h e  commander 
of t h e  m i l i t a r y  support  f o r ce ,  a s  s e n i o r  U.S. r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  An ta r c t i c a ,  
cons ide r s  t h a t  t h e  member has  performed ou t s t and ing  and excep t iona l  s e r v i c e  
and shared  t h e  hardsh ips  and hazards  of t h e  exped i t i on .  

b. Subsequent t o  June 1, 1 9 7 3 ,  minimum t ime  l i m i t s  f o r  award a r e  



30 days under competent orders to duty at sea or ashore, south of latitude 
60 S. Individuals assigned to duty at an outlying station on the Antarctic 
continent may qualify for the award after 15 days. Effective July 1, 1987, 
flight crews of aircraft providing logistics support from outside the 
Antarctic area may qualify for the award after 15 missions (one flight in and 
out during any 24-hour period equals one mission). The days do not have to be 
consecutive. 

2. Subsequent Awards. No Service member shall be authorized to receive 
more than one Antarctica Service Medal. Subsequent awards shall be denoted bv 
wearing of appropriate devices on the suspension and service ribbon of the 
medal. 

3. Devices 

a. Clasps. Personnel who stay on the Antarctic continent during the 
winter months shall be eligible to wear a bronze clasp with the words 
"Wintered Over" on the suspension ribbon of the medal. A gold clasp is 
authorized for the second wintering-over period, and a silver clasp is worn to 
denote the third or subsequent wintering-over period. Not more than one clasp 
shall be worn on the suspension ribbon of the medal. 

b. Disk. The first wintering-over eligibility shall be denoted by a 
bronze disk worn on the service ribbon of the medal. A gold disk shall repre- 
sent the second wintering-over period. A silver disk shall represent the 
third or subsequent wintering-over period. No more than one disk may be worn 
on the service ribbon. 

4. Manner of Wearinq. The Antarctica Service Medal shall take precedence 
immediately after the Korean Service Medal. 

5. Posthumous Awards. The Antarctica Service Medal may be awarded 
posthumously. 

D. ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL(AFEM) 

1. Eliqibilitv Requirements 

a. Personnel Eliqible. The AFEM, authorized by E.O. 10977, 
{reference (k)), may be awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United 
States who after July 1, 1958: 

(1) Participate, or have participated, as members of U.S. 
military units in a U.S. military operation in which Service members of any 
Military Department participate, in the opinion of the JCS, in significant 
numbers. 

(2) Encounter during such participation foreign armed opposition, 
or are otherwise placed, or have been placed, in such position that, in the 
opinion of the JCS, hostile action by foreign armed forces was imminent even 
though it did not materialize. 

b. Cateqories of Operations. The AFEM may be authorized for three 
categories of operations: 

(1) U.S. military operations. 

(2) U.S. operations in direct support of the United Nations 

(3) U.S. operations of assistance for friendly foreign nations 



c. Definitions 

(1) The "area of operations" is defined as: 

(a) The foreign territory upon which troops have actually 
landed or are present and specifically deployed for the direct support of the 
designated military operation. 

(b) Adjacent water areas in which ships are operating, 
patrolling, or providing direct support of operations. 

(c) The air space above and adjacent to the area in which 
operations are being conducted. 

(2) "Direct support" is defined as services being supplied to the 
combat forces in the area of operations by ground units, ships, and aircraft 
provided it involves actually entering the designated area. This includes 
ships and aircraft providing fire, patrol, guard, reconnaissance, or other 
military support. 

d. Deqree of Participation. Service members must be bona fide 
members of a unit ensaaed in the operation or meet one or more of the - - 
following criteria: 

1 Be engaged in direct support for 30 consecutive days in the 
area of operations (or for the full period when an operation is less than 
30 days duration) or for 60 nonconsecutive days provided this support involves 
entering the area of operations. 

( 2 )  Be engaged in actual combat, or duty that is equally as 
hazardous as combat duty, during the operation with armed opposition, 
regardless of time in the area. 

( 3 )  Participate as a regularly assigned crew member of an air- 
craft flying into, out of, within, or over the area in support of the military 
operations. 

(4) Be recommended, or attached to a unit recommended, by the 
chief of a Military Service or the comnander of a Unified or Specified Command 
for award of the medal, although the preceding criteria have not been 
fulfilled. Such recommendation may be made to the CJCS for duty of such value 
to the operations as to warrant particular recognition. 

e. Limitations on Awardina Medals. The medal shall be awarded only 
for operations for which no other U.S. cam~aian medal is auwroved. For . . 
operations in which personnel of only one Military Department participate, the 
medal shall be awarded only if there is no other suitable award available to 
that Department. The military service of the Service member on which 
qualification for the award of the AFEM is based shall have been honorable. 

f. Election of AFEM or Vietnam Service Medal. 

Service members who earned the AFEM for service in Vietnam between 
July 1, 1958, and July 3, 1965, may elect to receive the Vietnam Service Medal 
instead of the AFEM. However, no Service member may be issued both medals for 
service in Vietnam. 

2. Approval of Operations. Subsequent to July 1, 1958, the JCS shall 
designate U.S. military operations that qualify for the AFEM, and they shall 
specify the degree of participation in designated operations warranting award 



of t h e  medal. Appendix E i d e n t i f i e s  t hose  ope ra t i ons  t h a t  have been approved 
by t h e  JCS f o r  award of t h e  AFEM. 

3 .  Subsequent Awards. No more than  one medal s h a l l  be  awarded t o  any one 
Se rv i ce  member. For each succeeding ope ra t i on  j u s t i f y i n g  such awards, a  s e r -  
v i c e  s t a r  s h a l l  be  awarded and worn on t h e  suspension and s e r v i c e  r ibbon of 
t h e  medal. 

4 .  Manner of Wearinq. The AFEM s h a l l  t a k e  precedence immediately a f t e r  
t h e  An ta r c t i c a  Serv ice  Medal. 

5 .  Posthumous Awards. The AFEM may be awarded posthumously and, when so  
awarded, may be p r e sen t ed  t o  such r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  deceased a s  may be 
deemed a p p r o p r i a t e  by t h e  Sec re t a ry  concerned. 

6. Streamers .  The Sec re t a ry  concerned may a u t h o r i z e  t h e  use  of campaign 
o r  exped i t i ona ry  s t reamers .  

E .  VIETNAM SERVICE MEDAL 

1. E l i q i b i l i t ~  Requirements 

a .  General 

(1) Authorized by E . O .  11231, J u l y  8, 1965 ( r e f e r ence  1 ) .  

(2 )  Awarded t o  a l l  members of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  s e r v i n g  a t  any t ime between J u l y  4, 1965, and March 28, 1973, i n  
Vietnam, i t s  cont iguous waters ,  o r  a i r s p a c e ,  t he r eove r .  

( 3 )  Awarded t o  a l l  members of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  Uni ted  
S t a t e s  s e r v i n g  a t  any t ime between J u l y  4 ,  1965, and March 28, 1973, i n  
Thailand, Laos, o r  Cambodia, o r  t h e  a i r s p a c e s ,  t he r eove r ,  and i n  d i r e c t  
support  of ope ra t i ons  i n  Vietnam. 

( 4 )  Serv ice  members q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e  AFEM by reasons  of s e r v i c e  
between J u l y  1, 1958, and Ju ly  3, 1965, i n  an a r e a  f o r  which t h e  Vietnam 
Se rv i ce  Medal was au tho r i zed  subsequent ly  s h a l l  remain q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h a t  
medal. Upon a p p l i c a t i o n ,  any such Serv ice  member may be awarded t h e  Vietnam 
Se rv i ce  Medal i n s t e a d  of t h e  AFEM f o r  such s e r v i c e .  However, no Se rv i ce  
member s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  bo th  awards. 

(5)  For t h e  purpose of t h i s  award, Vietnam and t h e  cont iguous 
wate rs  a r e  de f ined  a s  from a p o i n t  on t h e  e a s t  coas t  of Vietnam a t  t h e  
junc ture  of Vietnam wi th  China southeastward t o  21 N .  l a t i t u d e ,  108 15'E. 
longi tude ;  thence ,  southward t o  1 8  N.  l a t i t u d e ,  108 15'E. longi tude ;  thence  
southeastward t o  17 30fN. l a t i t u d e ,  111 E .  long i tude ;  thence,  southward t o  
11 N .  l a t i t u d e ,  111 E.  longi tude ;  thence ,  southwestward t o  7  N .  l a t i t u d e ,  
105  E .  long i tude ;  thence,  westward t o  7 M. l a t i t u d e ,  103 E.  long i tude ;  thence,  
northward t o  9  30'N. l a t i t u d e ,  103 E .  long i tude ;  thence ,  nor theastward t o  
10 15'N. l a t i t u d e ,  104 27'E. longi tude ;  thence,  northward t o  a  p o i n t  on t h e  
w e s t  c o a s t  of Vietnam a t  t h e  junc ture  of Vietnam wi th  Cambodia. 

b. S p e c i f i c  

(1) Personnel  E l i q i b l e .  To be e l i g i b l e  a  Se rv i ce  member must be: 

( a )  At tached t o  o r  r e g u l a r l y  s e r v i n g  f o r  one o r  more days 
wi th  an o rgan i za t i on  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  o r  d i r e c t l y  suppor t ing  ground ( m i l i t a r y )  
o p e r a t i o n s .  



(b) Attached to or regularly serving for one or more days 
aboard a naval vessel directly supporting military operations. 

(c) Actually participate as a crew member in one or more 
aerial flights directly supporting military operations. 

(d) Serve on temporary duty for 30 consecutive days or 
6 0  nonconsecutive days. These time limitations may be waived for personnel 
participating in actual combat operations. 

(2) Limitation on Medal. The medal shall be awarded only for 
operations for which no other U.S. campaign medal is approved. No Service 
member may be issued both the Vietnam Service Medal and the Armed Forces 
Expeditionary Medal for service in Vietnam, and furthermore they shall be 
entitled to no more than one award of the Vietnam Service Medal. 

2. Stars. A bronze service star shall be worn on the suspension and 
service ribbon of the Vietnam Service Medal for the Service member's partici- 
pation during the approved campaign periods. Appendix F identifies those 
campaigns that have been approved. 

3. Posthumous Awards. The Vietnam Service Medal may be awarded 
posthumously. 

F. HUMANITARIAN SERVICE MEDAL 

1. Eliqibilitv Requirements 

a. General. The Humanitarian Service Medal, authorized by 3.0. 
11965, (reference (m), may be awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the 
United States and their Reserve components who, subsequent to April 1, 1975, 
distinguished themselves as individuals or as members of U.S. military units 
or ships by meritorious, direct, non-routine participation in a significant 
military act, or operation of a humanitarian nature. Direct participation is 
defined as "hands-on" activity at the site, or sites, of the military act or 
operation. For example, the individual must be physically present at the 
designated location, having contributed to and influenced the action. 
Specifically excluded from eligibility for this medal axe Service members or 
elements remaining at geographically separated military Headquarters. Award 
of the Humanitarian Service Medal does not preclude or conflict with other 
medals or ribbons awarded on the basis of unit achievement, or of individual 
valor, achievement, or meritorious service. No Service member shall be 
entitled to more than one award of the Humanitarian Service Medal for 
participation in the same military act or operation of a humanitarian nature. 

b. Specific. The following types of military acts or operations may 
qualify for award of the Humanitarian Service Medal: 

(1) Significant assistance in the event of national or inter- 
national disasters, natural or man-made, such as, but not limited to, earth- 
quakes, floods, hurricanes, typhoons, or conflagrations. 

( 2 )  Relief to a starvation area. 

force. 
( 3 )  Evacuation of personnel from an area threatened by a hostile 

( 4 )  Support or resettlement of refugees or evacuees. 

(5)  Other significant military activities, directly related to 
humanitarian service, as designated in Military Service regulations. 



( 6 )  Acts or operations of a similar nature, as determined by the 
Secretary of Defense; the Secretary of Transportation; or the Commandant, U.S. 
Coast Guard. 

c. Guidelines. Services rendered in the act or operation being 
considered must meet the following criteria: 

(1) Be above and beyond normal duties, and of a major 
significance. 

( 2 )  Provide immediate relief, relieve human suffering, and should 
save lives (property may be a factor). 

(31 Must have affected the outcome of the situation (non-action 
could produce definite consequences). 

(4) Must have specific dates. 

(5) Must have evidence that the emergency assistance was: 

(a) Requested by the President of the United States for 
assistance within the United States (such as, Presidential Emergency 
Declaration or established contingency plans issued under Presidential 
authority) . 

(b) Requested by the Department of State (DoS) for overseas 
areas. 

d. Exclusions. The Humanitarian Service Medal may not be awarded for 
services rendered in domestic disturbances involving law enforcement, equal 
rights demonstrations, or protection of properties. 

2. Submission of Recommendations 

a. Recommendations for the Humanitarian Service Medal involving the 
following activities shall be submitted through command channels to the 
DASD(MM&PP), as follows: 

(1) For Defense Aqencies, through the responsible OSD Principal 
Staff Assistant. 

(2) For the Militar~ Departments, through the Secretary 
concerned. 

(3) For Unified, Specified, and Combined Commands, through the 
Director, Joint Staff . 

b. Recommendations for the Humanitarian Service Medal involving U.S. 
Coast Guard, units or personnel shall be submitted to the Commandant, U.S. 
Coast Guard. 

c. When multi-Service participation is involved, the originating 
activity (subparagraph F.2.a., above) shall, before submission of the recom- 
mendation to the approving authority, obtain the concurrence of the 
Departments concerned, to include the Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, when 
Service members of the U.S. Coast Guard are involved. Such concurrence shall 
include verification of their Service member's participation and the specific 
recommendations for approval or disapproval. 

d. Recommendations must be entered into command channels within 
2 years of the military act or operation to be recognized. 



3. Recommendations. Recommendations for the Humanitarian Service Medal 
must include the following: 

a. A written justification fully explaining the humanitarian aspects 
of the services rendered by Service members in the act or operation being 
recommended. The specific eligibility requirements and guidelines in 
paragraph F.I., above, must be addressed. 

b. A listing of ships or units that participated directly in the act 
or operation, including dates of involvement and locations. 

c. A listing of Service members detailing full name, rank and/or 
rate, social security number, branch of Service, and permanent unit at the 
time of the act or operation. 

d. Concurrence by the Departments concerned, when multi-Service 
participation is involved. 

e. Forwarding endorsements that make specific recommendations for 
approval or disapproval. 

4. Award Approval Authority 

a. Award of the Humanitarian Service Medal for DoD Components shall 
be authorized by the DASD(MMPP) on behalf of the Secretary of Defense. The 
Secretary of Transportation has delegated approval authority to the 
Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, and this authority may not be delegated further. 

b. Authority to disapprove recommendations for award of the 
Humanitarian Service Medal for non~o~pliance with established criteria 
contained in this Manual is hereby delegated to the Secretary concerned, or 
designee, and the Director, Joint Staff. 

5. Eliqible Operations. See appendix G for those acts or operations that 
have been approved by the Department of Defense for award of the Humanitarian 
Service Medal. 

6. Subsequent Awards. No more than one Humanitarian Service Medal shall 
be awarded to any Service member. For subsequent acts or operations 
justifying award of the medal, service stars shall be awarded and worn on the 
suspension and service ribbon of the medal. 

7. Manner of Wearinq. The Humanitarian Service Medal shall be worn 
immediately after the Vietnam Service Kedal. 

8. Posthumous Awards. The Humanitarian Service Medal may be awarded 
posthumously and, when so directed, may be presented to such representatives 
of the deceased as the Secretary concerned or the Commandant, U.S. Coast 
Guard, considers appropriate. 

G. PRISONER OF WAR (POW) MEDAL 

1. Eliqibility Requirements 

a. Authorized by P.L. 99-145 (reference (n)) 

'b. Authorized for any person who, while serving in any capacity with 
the U.S. Armed Forces, was taken prisoner and held captive after 
April 5, 1917. 

(I) Civilians and Foreiqn Nationals. The POW Medal shall be 
issued only to U.S. and foreign civilians who have received credit for U . S .  



military service, as determined by the DoD Civilian and/or Military Service 
Review Board and Advisory Board under DoD Directive 1000.20 (reference (0)). 
The period of creditable military service must include the period of captivity 
from date of capture through date of release. While no minimum time period of 
captivity exists as eligibility criteria for the POW Medal, the Services 
should determine each case on its merits using the language in 10 U.S.C. and 
the Secretary of Defense Memorandum March 3, 1988 (reference, (c) and (p) ) . 
The Secretary of Defense authorized on January 27, 1990, the POW Medal for the 
Philippine Cornonwealth Army and Recognized Guerrilla Unit Veterans who were 
held captive between December 7, 1941, and September 26, 1945. Form 2510-1 
was developed as the application for Filipino Veterans who fit this category. 

(2) Missinq in Action (MIA). The POW Medal only shall be issued 
to the legal next-of-kin (NOK) of military personnel or civilians who have 
received credit for U.S. military service and whose POW status officially has 
been confirmed and recognized as such by the Military Departments. The NOK of 
persons listed as missing, but for whom there is no evidence of having been a 
POW shall not be issued the POW Medal. Return of remains, in and of itself, 
does not constitute evidence of POW status. The NOK of POWs, who die in 
captivity, may be issued the POW Medal irrespective of the length of the 
captivity period. 

(3) Hostaqes, Detainees, and Internees. The POW Medal shall be 
issued only to those taken prisoner by an enemy during armed conflict. For 
the purpose of this medal, armed conflicts are defined as World War I, World 
War 11, Korean Conflict, Vietnam Era. Hostages of terrorists and persons 
detained by governments with which the United States is not engaged actively 
in armed conflict are not eligible for the POW Medal. 

c. Character of Service. Any person convicted by a U.S. military 
tribunal of misconduct or a criminal charqe or whose discharge is less than 
honorable based upon actions while a POW is ineligible for the medal. POWs 
whose conduct was not in accord with the Code of Conduct and whose actions are 
documented by U.S. military records, are ineligible for the medal. Resolution 
of questionable cases shall be the responsibility of the Secretaries 
concerned. 

2. Subsequent Awards. No more than one POW Medal shall be awarded. For 
subsequent acts justifying award of the medal, service stars shall be awarded 
and worn on the suspension and service ribbon of the medal. A period of 
captivity terminates on return to U.S. military control. Escapees who do not 
return to U.S. military control and are recaptured by an enemy do not begin a 
new period of captivity for subsequent award of the POW Medal. 

3. Presentation. While Service medals (unlike decorations for valor, 
meritorious achievement, and service) are not normally presented in formal 
military ceremonies, military representatives of the active and Reserve 
components may participate in POW Medal presentation ceremonies, if requested, 
under guidance and procedures issued by the Secretaries of the Military 
Departments. Additionally, veterans organizations, former POW associations, 
public officials, etc., may receive and present the medal to former POWs or 
their NOK. Engraving of the POW Medal, if desired, shall be at the expense of 
the recipient. 

4. Manner of Wearinq. The P.L.99-145 (reference (n)) establishing the 
POW Medal specifies that it shall be displayed immediately following 
decorations awarded for individual heroism, meritorious achievement, or 
meritorious service, and before any other service medal, campaign medal, or 
service ribbon authorized to be displayed. To ensure consistency among the 
Services, the POW Medal shall be placed ahead of the Good Conduct Medal in the 
order of precedence. 



5. Posthumous Awards. The POW Medal may be awarded posthumously and, 
when so directed, may be presented to such representatives of the deceased as 
the Secretary concerned considers applicable. 

6. Procedures for Issuinq the POW Medal. The Military Departments shall 
receive requests for, and issue, the POW Medal to eligible individuals or 
their NOK, as follows: 

a. All requests for the POW Medal will be initiated by eligible 
former POWs, or their NOK, using a personal letter or DD Form 2510, "POW Medal 
Application/Information." 

b. Requests shall be forwarded to the appropriate Service Records 
Center. 

c. Veterans organizations, former POW associations, public officials; 
etc., may receive requests for the medal from former POWs, or their NOK, and 
forward them to the appropriate Service Records Center. Such 
organizations and/or individuals would agree to receive the medals and 
subsequently present, or forward, them to the requester. 

d. After verification of POW status and character of service of the 
former POW, the medal shall be forwarded via mail in accordance with the 
desires of the requester (directly to the requester or to a third party for 
presentation). A cover letter explaining the background and symbolism of the 
medal shall accompany the medal. 

e. The Services shall issue the medal to eligible active duty former 
POWs and reflect the award in appropriate records. 



I 
I .  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (Place of imprrsonment, d~spos~rmn aherrelease. or escape, recapture andrelease data) 

rlOTE: PLEASE INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTATION WITH APPLICATION 

If available, attach copies of WD AGO Form 53-55, DD Form 214, or other appropriate separation 
document issued at that time confirming POW Status. 

If available, attach copies of documents specifying POW status, i.e., telegram notification to next of 
kin, POW identification card, newspaper articles. 

12. CURRENT STATUS ( X o n L  13. DATE OF RETIREMENT. - rn - DISCHARGE. OR DEATH 

r - .  

l4.a. APPLICANT RELATIONSHIP TO POW (Xone) ( I S .  FORWARD POW MEDAL (Xone) 

a. Reserve 

I ( 1 )  Same person identified in  Section I I I a. Directly t o  applicant (Addressshown in ltem 14d. 

b SECTION II - APPLICANT INFORMATION I FORWARDING INSTRUCTIONS 1 
b. Retired 

I 1 (4) Other (Specify) 

. . 
(2) Next of Kin (Specify relationship) 

(3) Surviving Spouse 

I 
b. TYPED OR PRINTED NAME I 

c. Discharged 

I 
b. To the person I organization shown below who 

has agreed t o  receive and present medal 
(Complete ltem 161. (LinName, Organization. Street. 
Number, City, State. andZIP Code) 

c. COMPLETE MAILING ADORES5 OF APPLICANT (Please type or 
print) (L in  Ndme, Street Number, City, Stale. dnd ZIP Code) 

d. Deceased 

I 
i SIGNATURE 

PRISONER OF WAR (POW) MEDAL APPLICATIONfINFORMATION Form Approved 

(Plea~e read Pwdcy Act Statement and mrtrucr~ons on reverse before completmg form AII entrles should be OM8 No 0704-0288 
typed or prrnred If more space IS needed, contmue in remarks block on reverse) Expires Jan 31. 1991 

b SECTION I -PRISONER OF WAR IDENTIFICATION DATA 
. NAME OF PRISONER OF WAR (Last, Frrrt. M~dd le )  2. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 3. VA CLAIM NUMBER 

4 

16. RELEASE AUTHORIZATION. IF REQUIRED 

I hereby authorize release of the requested POW medal to 
the personlcrganization indicated in Block 15.b. 

d.  TELEPHONE NUMBER (IncludeArea Code) 

,. SERVICE NUMBER 5. PLACE OF BIRTH 6. DATE OF BIRTH 

e. DATE SIGNED 

I I 
'. BRANCH OF SERVICE 8. DATE CONFINED AS POW 9. UNIT OF ASSIGNMENTIATTACHMENT WHEN CAPTURED 

I 
0. DATE RELEASED AS POW 

I 
1 I 
- 

- 

- 

l - 
- 

- 
- 

(Veteran or Next of Kln Signature) ... . . 
)D Form 2510. FEE 88 F I G I J R E  6-1 6-11 



INSTRUCTIONS 

Use typewriter or print legibly all information when completing this form. Submit in 
original copy only. Complete all items. I f  the question is not appropriate, type or 
print "NONE." If requested information is unknown, type or print "UNKNOWN." 
Attach copies o f  all documentation available in support of your request. 

If space i s  insufficient, continue in block 17, "Remarks," below. 

All applications for POWMedals MUST show Service Number i f  POW status existed 
prior t o  1970. 

Veterans organizations, public officials, etc., are authorized to receive applications 
from eligible individuals or next of kin, f o w a r d  them t o  the appropriate address listed 
below, and ask that medals be returned to  them for subsequent presentation. 

For information on the POW Medal or to  obtain copies of this form, you may call the 
following toll-free telephone number: 1-800-873-3768. 

MAIL COMPLETED APPLICATION TO THE APPROPRIATE ADDRESS LISTED BELOW 

Privacy Act Sta tement 

AUTHORITY: 10 USC 1128; 44 USC 2907.3101, and 3105; and EO 9397, November 1943 (SSN). 

PRINCIPAL PURPOSE: To assist the facility servicing the records i n  locating those records and verifying entitlement 
t o  the POW Medal. 

ROUTINE USE: May be used by eligible individuals, their representatives, or next of k in t o  request issue of the 
POW Medal. 

ARMY 

J.S. Army Reserve Personnel Center 
ATTN: DARP-PAS-EAW 
9700 Page Boulevard 

St. Louis, Missouri 631 32-5200 

i 
I 

DISCLOSURE: Voluntary; however, i f  the requested inforrnat~on i s  known and withheld, i t  may not be 
possible todetermine an entitlement to  the POW Medal. 

> Form 2510 Reverse, FEB 88 6-12 

7. REMARKS 

NAVY I MARINE CORPS 1 
COAST GUARD 

U.S. Navy Liaison Office 
Nat~onal Personnel Records Center 

9700 Page Boulevard 
St .  Louis, Missouri 63132-5199 

US. AIR FORCE 
(Including former Army Air  Corps 

Personnel) 

Air Force Reference Branch 
National Personnel Records Center 

9700 Page Boulevard 
St .  Louis, Missouri 63132-5199 



PRISONER OF WAR (POW) MEDAL APPLICATION I INFORMATION Form Approved 
(PHILIPPINE COMMONWEALTH ARMY AND RECOGNIZED GUERRILLA VETERANS) OMB NO. 0704-0288 

I (Please read Privacy Act Statement and Instructions on reverse before completing form. AN entries shouid be I Expires Apr 30, 7993 
tvped ar printed. If more space is needed, continue in Remarks blwk on reverse.J 

- -- 

SECnON I - PRISONER OF WAR IDENTIFICATION DATA 

2. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 
4 

3. VA CLAIM NUMBER 

I 
4. SERVICE NUMBER 5. PLACE OF BIRTH (CiQ a n d  Coonfry) 6. DATE OF BIRTH 

7. BRANCH OF SERVICE 8. DATE CONFINED AS POW 19. UNIT OF ASSIGNMENTIATTACHMENT AND RANK WHEN CAPTURED 

I 
10. DATE RELEASED AS POW. I 

I 
11. LIST NAMES OF NEXT OF KIN. LIVING OR DECEASED (Lasf, First, Middle) (Continue in kem 18 if necessary.) 
a. PARENTS 

c. BROTHERS 

12. CURRENT STATUS (Xone) 13. DATE OF DISCHARGE OR DEATH 

a. DISCHARGED b. DECEASED 

SECTION II - APPLICANT INFORMATION I FORWARDING INSTRUCTIONS 4 - - -  

14.a. APPLICANT RELATIONSHIP TO POW (Xone) ( 15. FORWARD POW MEDAL (Xone) 
I I 

I 
b. TYPED OR PRINTED NAME 

( 1 )  Same Person ldentrfied tn Section I 

(2) N e a  of Kin (Specify relationship) 

(3) Surviving Spouse 

(4) Other (Specify) 

c COMPLETE UAlL hG ADDRESS OF APPL CAV- 'Please rype orprmr; 
(Lm Name, Street Number. City, Stare, Country, and ZIP Code) 

a. DIRECTLY TO APPLIWNT(Addresrsh0wninltem 14~ ) .  

b. TO THE PERSONIORGANIZPTION SHOWN BELOW WHO 
HAS AGREED TO RECEIVE A N 0  PRESENT MEDAL 
(Complete hem 16). (List Name, Organization, Street, Number, 
City, Stare, Country, and ZIP Code) 

16. RELEASE AUTHORIZATION. IF REQUIRED 

I hereby a u t h o r i z e  release of the requested POW medal 
d TELEPHONE NUMBER (Include Area Code) e DATE SIGNED to the p e r s o n ~ o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  in Block 15.b. 



-- - 

Privacv Act Statement 

AUTHORITY: lOUSC1128;44USC2907,3101,and3105;andEO9397. 

PRINCIPAL PURPOSE: To assist the facility servicing the records in locating those records and veriiying entitlement 
to  the POW Medal. May be used by eligible individuals, their representatives, or next of kin 

I 
to  request issueof the POW Medal. i 

ROUTINE USE: None. 

DISCLOSURE: Voluntary;.however, i f  the requested information is  known and withheld, it may not be ! 
possible to  determine an entitlementto the POW Medal. 

INSTRCCTIONS 

Use typewriter or print legibly ail information when completing this form. Submit in  original copy only. 
Complete all items. If the question is not appropriate, type or print "NONE." If requested information 
i s  unknown, type or print "UNKNOWN.' Attach copies of all documentation available in support of your 
request. 

If available, attach copies of documents specifying POW status, i.e., telegram notification to next of kin, 
POW identification card, newspaper articles. 

If space is insufficient, continue in block 18, "Remarks," below. 

Veterans organizations, public officials, etc., are authorized to  receive applications from eligible 
individuals or next of kin, forward them t o  the appropriate address listed below, and ask that medals be 
returned to  them for subsequent presentation.. 

For information on the POW Medal or t o  obtain copies of this form, you may call the following toll 
free number: 1-800-545-4399. 

The award of the POW Medal under Title 10 USC does not entitle recipient to Veterans Benefits under Title 38 
USC. - 

MAIL COMPLETED APPLICATION TO THE ADDRESS LISTED BELOW: 

US. Army Reserve Personnel Center 
ATTN: DARP-PAS-EAP-POW 
9700 Page Boulevard 
St. Louis, Missouri 63132-5200 

7. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (Place of impnsonmenr, disposition after release, or escape, recapture and releare data) 

8. REMARKS 

3 Form 2510-1 Reverse. MAY 90 
6-14 



B. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

CHAPTER 7 

FOREIGN DECORATIONS AND SERVICE AWARDS 

A. INTRODUCTION 

1. Title 5 U.S.C. 7342 (reference (q)) provides for employees of the U.S. 
Government, including members of the Armed Forces of the United States, to 
accept gifts or decorations from a foreign government under certain 
conditions. No employee of the Department of the Defense, however, may accept, 
request, or otherwise encourage the offer of a decoration from a foreign 
government. Whenever possible, employees shall refuse to accept such 
decorations. Refer to DoD Directive 1005.13 (reference (r)) for the policies 
and procedures applicable to the acceptance of gifts from foreign governments. 

2. Conforming to the consent of Congress, it is the policy of the 
Department of Defense that awards from foreign governments may be accepted 
only in recognition of active combat service or for outstanding or unusually 
meritorious performance. Activities normally undertaken by the Armed Forces 
of the United States in support of an ally during peacetime are not considered 
sufficient to merit foreign individual or unit decorations. 

1. As used in this chapter, the following terms apply: 

a. Decorations. Any order, device, medal, badge, insignia, emblem, 
or award tendered by or received from a foreign government. Although a 
foreign government may label or consider an item to be a decoration, that 
designation in itself does not mean the item shall be considered a decoration 
by the U.S. Government. The key factor is whether the item is similar in 
nature to individual decorations awarded by the U.S. Government. 

b. Employee. Every employee who occupies an office or a position in 
the government of a territory or possession of the United States or the 
government of the District of Columbia, or who is a member of the Armed Forces 
of the United States, or a member of the family and household of any such 
person. For the purpose of this explanation, "member of the family and 
household" means a relative by blood, marriage, or adoption who is a resident 
of the household. 

c. Employinq Component. The DoD Component in which the recipient is 
appointed, employed, or enlisted. If a recipient is not so serving, but is a 
spouse or dependent of a serving individual, then the employing DoD Component 
is that in which the serving individual is appointed, employed, or enlisted. 

(1) The Military Departments are considered the employing DoD 
Component for all military and civilian personnel assigned to that Department. 
The Military Departments also act as the employing DoD Component for all 
personnel, military and civilian, either directly employed or assigned to the 
Headquarters of Unified and Specified Commands. 

(2) The OSD is the employing DoD Component for its military and 
civilian personnel and those of the Joint Staff, the DARPA, the DSAA, Service 
members assigned outside the Department of Defense, DoD Field Activities, and 
other DoD activities not specifically designated as an employing DoD 
Component. 

( 3 )  The Defense Agencies (except DARPA and DSAA) are the 
employing DoD Components for civilian and military personnel assigned to duty 
with them. 



d. Forei~n Government. Includes any unit of foreign governmental 
authority (including any foreign national, state, local, and municipal govern- 
ment) or any international or multinational organization whose membership is 
composed of the agents or representatives of any of these foreign governments. 

e. Outstandinq or Unusually ~eritorious Performance. Performance of 
duty determined by the employing DoD Component to have contributed to an 
unusually significant degree toward the furtherance of good relations between 
the United States and the foreign government tendering the decoration. This 
requires that the service be of national significance to the foreign 
government and that it be performed under exceptionally difficult, 
extraordinary, or hazardous conditions. 

2. As used in this chapter, the following responsibilities apply: 

a. The Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Manaqement and 
Personnel)(ASD(FM&P)) shall develop policy and provide guidance regarding the 
acceptance, retention, and wearing of decorations offered by foreign 
governments. 

b. The Assistant Secretaries of Defense (International Security 
Affairs (ASD (ISA) and (International Security Policy) (ASD (ISP) ) shall make 
recornendations to the Under Secretarv of Defense for Policv as thev ~ertain 
to the acceptance and retention of foreign decorations.  his shall-include, 
when appropriate, a recornendation from the DoS. 

c. The Heads of DoD Components, or their designees, shall: 

(1) Approve or disapprove employee acceptance of decorations from 
foreign governments for employees, units, or activities of their DoD 
Component. This authority may be delegated. However, if the recipient of the 
decoration is in fact the Head of the DoD Component the approval or 
disapproval determination must be deferred to the ASD(FM&P). 

(2) Implement procedures in section D., below, to comply with 
policies pertaining to the acceptance, retention, and wearing of decorations 
offered by foreign governments. 

d. The Director of Administration and Manaqement(DA&M) shall 
implement the provisions of this chapter for OSD civilian and military 
personnel as defined in paragraph B.1., above. 

3. Prior Consressional Consent. Congressional authority has been given 
to the Armed Forces of the United States to accept decorations proffered by 
friendly foreign governments in recognition of service performed during the 
periods indicated in subparagraphs B.3.a. through B.3.d., below. However, the 
decorations must have been presented and accepted by the intended recipient 
before the expiration date of the applicable Public Law. 

a. World War I1 -- December 7, 1941, through July 24, 1948 
(P.L. 80-134), reference (s)) . 

b. Berlin Airlift -- June 26, 1948, through September 20, 1951 
(P.L. 81-503), reference (t)). 

c. Korean Conflict -- June 27, 1950, through July 27, 1955 
(P.L. 83-3541, reference (u)) . 

d. Vietnam Era -- March 1, 1961, through March 28, 1974 
(P. L. 89-257), reference (v) ) . 



C. SPECIFIC PROVISIONS 

1. The provisions of 5 U.S.C. 7342 (reference (q)) apply to: 

a. All members of the Armed Forces of the United States on active 
duty and all civilian employees of the Department of Defense. 

b. All members of the Reserve components of the Armed Forces of the 
United States, whether or not on active duty. 

c. All retired members of the Regular Armed Forces of the United 
States who are entitled to pay. 

d. A member of the family and household of military and civilian 
personnel designated in subparagraphs C.1.a. through C.l.c., above and all 
spouses (unless legally separated) and their dependents, as defined in 
26 U.S.C. 152 (reference (w) ) . 

2. The provisions of this statute, however, do not apply to: 

a. Foreign decorations presented or awarded posthumously to a former 
member of the Armed Forces of the United States. 

b. Foreign decorations awarded for services while the recipient was a 
member of the armed forces of a friendly foreign nation, provided the award 
was made before employment of the recipient by the U.S. Government. 

c. Foreign decorations in the nature of individual skill badges, 
awards, or similar devices presented as a result of exemplary participation in 
official military exchange programs. 

d. Decorations for service in the Republic of Vietnam (RVN) accepted 
on or after March 1, 1961, but no later than March 28, 1974. 

3. A decoration from a multilateral organization other than the U.N. may 
be accepted only with the concurrence of the Secretary of State in accordance 
with E.O. 11446 (reference (x)). 

4. A decoration accepted without approval by the employing DoD Component 
shall become the property of the United States and shall be reported as a 
gift. Decorations that become the property of the United States and are not 
retained by the employing DoD Component shall be reported to the General 
Services Administration (GSA) as excess personal property under the procedures 
established in DoD Directive 1005.13 (reference (r)). 

D. PROCEDURES 

1. Normally, senior representatives of the Government of the United 
States are notified initially by representatives of a foreign government of 
the intent to proffer a decoration to a member of the Armed Forces of the 
United States. At this point, a determination shall be made by the employing 
DoD Component as to whether acceptance is authorized. 

2. If the intended recipient receives the initial notification, he or she 
must notify the employing DoD Component to determine whether acceptance is 
authorized. Circumstances may arise where an advance authorization cannot be 
made and, in such cases, Service members may make token acceptance of a 
foreign decoration, presented by or on behalf of a friendly foreign 
government. However, such token acceptance does not constitute an official 
acceptance, which may only be authorized by the Service member's employing DoD 
Component. 



3. Regardless of whether the Service member receives the initial 
notification or makes token acceptance of a decoration, the Service member 
must immediately submit a request through command channels requesting 
permission to accept the decoration. Failure to request permission to accept, 
retain, or wear the decoration shall result in the decoration becoming the 
property of the United States and shall be deposited by the recipient with his 
or her employing DoD Component for disposal as prescribed by law. Requests to 
accept, retain, or wear the decoration shall contain at a minimum the 
following: 

a. Full name, grade, social security number. 

b. Title of decoration, country offering it, date and place of 
presentation, and name and title of person making the presentation. 

c. Recipient's organization and station, and a brief description of 
the duty assignment during the period being recognized by the decoration. 

d. A statement of the service for which the decoration was awarded. 
Enclose a copy of the citation if one accompanied the decoration; if not, 
indicate in the request that no citation accompanied the decoration. (Attach 
a translation if the citation is not in English.) 

E. FORSIGN SERVICE AWARDS 

The following non-U.S. service awards have been authorized for acceptance 
as indicated: 

1. Philippine Defense Ribbon (A full size medal is now available from the 
Philippine Government for this award). 

a. Awarded for combat service in the defense of the Philippines from 
December 8, 1941, to June 15, 1942, if the Service member was: 

(1) A member of the Bataan or Kanila Bay Forces or of a unit, 
ship, or airplane under enemy attack. 

( 2 )  Assigned or stationed in the Philippine territories or waters 
for at least 30 calendar days during the period indicated in subparagraph 
E.l.a., above. 

b. A Service member who meets both conditions cited in subparagraph 
E.l.a., above, is authorized to wear a bronze star on the service ribbon. 

2. Philiooine Liberation Ribbon (A full size medal is now available from 
the Philippine Government for this award) 

a. Awarded for participation in the liberation of the Philippines 
from October 17, 1944, to September 3, 1945, if the Service member: 

(1) Participated in the initial landing operations on Leyte or 
adjoining islands from October 17, 1944, to October 20, 1944. Service members 
are considered to have participated in such operations if they landed on Leyte 
or the adjoining islands, were on a ship in the waters of the Philippines, or 
a crew member of an airplane that flew over Philippine territories during the 
period indicated. 

(2) Participated in any engagement against enemy forces during 
the campaign on Leyte acd the adjoining islands. Service members are 
considered to have participated in such operations if they were assigned to 
ground, naval, or air units actually under enemy attack. 



( 3 )  Served i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  I s l a n d s  o r  aboard s h i p s  i n  t h e  
waters  of t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  30 ca l enda r  days du r ing  t h e  per iod  
i n d i c a t e d  i n  subparagraph E .2 . a . ,  above. 

b .  Se rv i ce  members who meet two of t h e  cond i t i ons  i n  subparagraph 
E .2 .a . ,  above, a r e  au tho r i zed  t o  wear a  bronze s t a r  on t h e  s e r v i c e  r ibbon.  
Serv ice  members meeting a l l  t h r e e  cond i t i ons  s h a l l  wear two bronze s t a r s .  

3 .  P h i l i p p i n e  Independence Ribbon ( A  f u l l  s i z e  medal i s  now a v a i l a b l e  
from t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  Government f o r  t h i s  award) .  Awarded t o  Se rv i ce  members 
who a r e  r e c i p i e n t s  of bo th  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  Defense and P h i l i p p i n e  L ibe ra t i on  
r ibbons .  

4 .  Uni ted Nations Serv ice  Medal (Korea) .  Awarded t o  members of t h e  Armed 
Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  U . N .  a c t i o n  i n  Korea and 
who a r e  a l s o  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  Korean Serv ice  Medal. 

5 .  United Nations Medal. Authorized by t h e  Sec re t a ry  General of t h e  
United Nations and E . O .  11139, ( r e f e r ence  ( v ) )  f o r  award t o  Serv ice  members 
who a r e  o r  have been i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of t h e  United Nat ions ,  f o r  a  p e r i o d  of no t  
l e s s  t han  6 months, wi th  one of t h e  fol lowing:  

a .  Uni ted Nations Observat ion Group i n  Lebanon ( U N O G I L ) .  

b .  Uni ted Nations Truce Supervisory Organizat ion i n  P a l e s t i n e  
(UNTSO) . 

c .  Uni ted Nations M i l i t a r y  Observer Group i n  Ind i a  and Pak i s t an  
(UNMOGIP) . 

d. United Nat ions  Secu r i t y  Forces,  Hol landia  (UNSFH). 

6 .  Republic of Vietnam Campaiqn Medal. Awarded t o  members of t h e  Armed 
Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s  who between March 1, 1961, and March 28, 1973: 

a .  Served f o r  6  months i n  South Vietnam du r ing  t h e  pe r iod  i n d i c a t e d  
i n  paragraph 6 . 2 . ,  above. 

b.  Served o u t s i d e  t h e  geographica l  l i m i t s  of South Vietnam and con- 
t r i b u t e d  d i r e c t  combat support  t o  t h e  RVN Armed Forces  f o r  an aggrega te  of 
6  months. Only members of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s  who meet t h e  
c r i t e r i a  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  AFEM (Vietnam) o r  t h e  Vietnam Se rv i ce  Medal 
du r ing  t h e  pe r iod  of s e r v i c e  r equ i r ed  a r e  cons idered  t o  have c o n t r i b u t e d  
d i r e c t  combat suppor t  t o  t h e  RVN Armed Forces .  

c .  Did no t  complete t h e  l eng th  of s e r v i c e  r equ i r ed  i n  e i t h e r  sub- 
paragraphs E .6 .a .  o r  E.6.b . ,  above, bu t  who, du r ing  wartime, were: 

(1) Wounded by t h e  enemy ( i n  connect ion with  a  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n ) .  

( 2 )  Captured by t h e  enemy du r ing  a c t i o n  o r  i n  t h e  l i n e  of du ty ,  
bu t  l a t e r  rescued o r  r e l ea sed .  

(3 )  K i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n  o r  i n  t h e  l i n e  of du ty .  

d .  W e r e  a s s igned  i n  Vietnam on January 28, 1973, and who se rved  a  
minimum of 60 ca l enda r  days i n  Vietnam dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  January 29, 1973, 
t o  March 28, 1973. 

7 .  Inter-American Defense Board ( I A D B )  Medal and Ribbon. The I A D B  medal 
and r ibbon were au tho r i zed  by t h e  N i n e t y - f i r s t  Sess ion  of t h e  I A D B  on December 
11, 1 9 4 5 .  The Deputy Sec re t a ry  of Defense Memorandum, ( r e f e r e n c e  ( z )  ) ,  



au tho r i zed  t h e  acceptance and wearing of t h e  I A D B  medal and r ibbon by members 
of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s .  The IADB s h a l l  be  awarded 
permanently t o  members of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s  who have 
se rved  on t h e  I A D B  f o r  a t  l e a s t  1 year  a s  Chair  of t h e  board, de l ega t e s ,  
a d v i s e r s ,  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  s t a f f ,  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  o r  o f f i c e r s  of 
t h e  Inter-American Defense Col lege.  The I A D B  r ibbon s h a l l  have t h e  same 
precedence a s  t h e  United Nations Serv ice  Medal, but  t h e  I A D B  r ibbon s h a l l  rank 
below t h e  United Nations Serv ice  Medal when t h e  wearer has been awarded bo th  
d e c o r a t i o n s .  The I A D B  medal o r  badge i s  worn i n  accordance wi th  Se rv i ce  
p o l i c y .  

8 .  Mu l t i na t i ona l  Force and Observers Medal.   warded t o  members of t h e  
Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s  who, a f t e r  August 3, 1981, have se rved  with  
t h e  Mul t i na t i ona l  Force and Observers f o r  a t  l e a s t  9 0  cumulat ive days .  
Approval f o r  members of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  accep t  and 
wear t h i s  medal was g r an t ed  by t h e  Deputy Sec re t a ry  of Defense Memorandum 
( r e f e r e n c e  ( a a )  ) . 



CHAPTER 8 

ARMED FORCES PECORATIONS FOR FOREIGN MILITARY PERSONNEL 

A .  INTRODUCTION 

1. I t  i s  t h e  DoD p o l i c y  t o  recognize i n d i v i d u a l  a c t s  of heroism, 
ex t r ao rd ina ry  achievement o r  mer i t o r i ous  achievement on t h e  p a r t  of Se rv i ce  
members of f r i e n d l y  f o r e i g n  na t i ons  when such a c t s  have been of s i g n i f i c a n t  
b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  o r  m a t e r i a l l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  
p ro secu t ion  of a  m i l i t a r y  campaign by Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s .  Such 
a c t s  o r  achievements s h a l l  be recognized through t h e  award of an i n d i v i d u a l  
U.S. deco ra t i on .  However, defense  deco ra t i ons  s h a l l  not  be awarded t o  fo r e ign  
m i l i t a r y  o r  c i v i l i a n  personne l .  

2 .  U.S. campaign and s e r v i c e  medals a l s o  s h a l l  not  be awarded t o  members 
of f o r e i g n  m i l i t a r y  e s t ab l i shmen t s  under normal c i rcumstances .  

3 .  The p rov i s ions  of t h i s  chap t e r  do no t  apply t o  t h e  fo l lowing:  

a .  Emblems, badges, o r  t r o p h i e s  awarded f o r  t h e  a t ta inment  of a 
p r e s c r i b e d  degree of s k i l l ,  p ro f i c i ency ,  o r  exce l l ence  of performance. 

b .  The An ta r c t i c a  Serv ice  Medal awarded t o  c i t i z e n s  of f o r e i g n  
n a t i o n s .  

c .  Other r ecogn i t i on  awarded i n  accordance wi th  t h e  DoD Incen t ive  
Awards Program o u t l i n e d  i n  DoD D i r e c t i v e  5120.15 ( r e f e r e n c e  (bb)). 

4 .  With t h e  except ion  of t h e  deco ra t i ons  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  paragraphs B . 1 .  
and B . 3 . ,  below, t h e  Sec re t a ry  of Defense s h a l l  approve a l l  p roposa l s  t o  award 
U.S. m i l i t a r y  deco ra t i ons  t o  f o r e i g n  n a t i o n a l s .  

B .  DECORRTIONS TO FOREIGN NATIONALS 

1. Decorat ions  f o r  Foreiqn M i l i t a r y  Personnel  Enqaqed i n  D i r ec t  Support 
of Operat ions  

a .  Foreign m i l i t a r y  personnel  i n  ranks comparable t o  t h e  grade of 
0-6 and below a t  t h e  t ime t h e  a c t  was performed and a t  t h e  t ime t h e  deco ra t i on  
i s  presen ted ,  may be awarded: 

(1) The S i l v e r  S t a r ,  Dis t inguished  F ly ing  Cross,  Bronze S t a r ,  o r  
A i r  Medal f o r  va lorous  a c t s  i n  a c t u a l  combat i n  d i r e c t  suppor t  of ope ra t i ons .  

( 2 )  The S o l d i e r ' s  Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Medal, o r  Airman's 
Medal f o r  h e r o i c  a c t s  i n  d i r e c t  support  of ope ra t i ons  bu t  no t  i nvo lv ing  a c t u a l  
combat. 

( 3 )  The Bronze S t a r  f o r  mer i t o r i ous  s e r v i c e  i n  d i r e c t  support  of 
combat o p e r a t i o n s .  

b .  The award of t h e s e  deco ra t i ons  t o  f o r e i g n  m i l i t a r y  personne l  s h a l l  
be  based upon an a c t  o r  s e r v i c e  t h a t  would s a t i s f y  t h e  c r i t e r i a  governing t h e  
award of t h e  deco ra t i on  t o  a  member of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s .  

c .  These deco ra t i ons  s h a l l  be awarded by t h e  Sec re t a ry  concerned or 
a s  de s igna t ed .  

d .  Before t h e  awarding of any deco ra t i on  l i s t e d  i n  paragraph B.I., 
above, t h e  approving a u t h o r i t y  s h a l l  coo rd ina t e  with t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  U.S. 



Embassy t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  d e c o r a t i o n  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  o v e r a l l  i n t e r e s t s  
of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

2 .  The Leqion of  M e r i t  

a .  The Legion of  M e r i t ,  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e g r e e s ,  is awarded t o  
i n d i v i d u a l s  who d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e m s e l v e s  by " e x c e p t i o n a l  m e r i t o r i o u s  conduc t  i n  
pe r fo rmance  o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  s e r v i c e "  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  E.O. 
9260 ( r e f e r e n c e  ( c c )  ) : 

(1) Deqree of Chief  Commander. Awarded by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  uuon t h e  reconmendat ion  of  t h e  S e c r e t a r v  o f  Defense ,  a f t e r  
c o n c u r r e n c e  by tLe S e c r e t a r y  of  S t a t e ,  t o  f o r e i g n  c h i e f s  o f  s t a t e  o r  h e a d s  of  
government.  

( 2 )  Deqree of Commander. Awarded by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  Defense ,  
a f t e r  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  of  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  S t a t e ,  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  h o l d i n q  a  r ank  
e q u i v a l e n t  t o  a  U .  S. ~ i l i t a r y  S e r v i c e -  Chief  of  s t a f f  o r  h i g h e r  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  
n o t  t o  c h i e f s  o f  s t a t e .  

( 3 )  Deqree of  O f f i c e r .  Awarded by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  Defense ,  
a f t e r  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  of t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e ,  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  of  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  r a n k  o r  p o s i t i o n :  

( a )  O f f i c e r s  of  g e n e r a l  o r  f l a g  r a n k  s e r v i n g  i n  p o s i t i o n s  
below t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  of  a  U.S. M i l i t a r y  S e r v i c e  Chief  of  S t a f f .  

(b) O f f i c e r s  i n  r a n k s  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  c o l o n e l  o r  e q u i v a l e n t ,  
f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  p o s i t i o n s  comparable  t o  t h o s e  no rmal ly  h e l d  by g e n e r a l  o r  f l a g  
o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  Armed F o r c e s  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

( c )  F o r e i g n  m i l i t a r y  a t t a c h k s .  

( 4 )  Deqree of L e s i o n n a i r e .  Awarded by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  Defense ,  
a f t e r  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  t o  a l l  o t h e r s  e l i g i b l e  under  
E.O. 9 2 6 0  ( r e f e r e n c e  ( c c ) )  . 

b .  C e r t i f i c a t e s  and c i t a t i o n s  t o  accompany recommendations f o r  t h e  
Legion o f  M e r i t  s h a l l  b e  p r e p a r e d ,  a s  f o l l o w s :  

(1) Deqree of  C h i e f  Commander 

( a )  The c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  s i g n a t u r e  of  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  a t  t h e  lower  r i g h t  and  s i g n a t u r e  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  Defense  a t  t h e  
lower  l e f t .  

(b) The c i t a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  s i g n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of  Defense  and  f o r  a f f i x i n g  of  t h e  DoD s e a l .  

( 2 )  Deqrees  of  Commander, O f f i c e r ,  and L e q i o n n a i r e  

( a )  The c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  s i g n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of Defense  a t  t h e  lower  r i g h t  and  t h e  Head o f  t h e  DoD Component o r  
t h e  U n i f i e d  Commander i n i t i a t i n g  t h e  recommendation a t  t h e  lower  l e f t .  

(b) The c i t a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  s i g n a t u r e  of t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of  Defense  and  f o r  a f f i x i n g  t h e  DoD s e a l .  



3. Award of a Military Department Meritorious Service Medal, Commendation 
Medal, or Achievement Medal 

a. The Meritorious Service Medal, Commendation Medal, or Achievement 
Medal of a particular Military Department may be awarded to a member of the 
armed forces of a friendly foreign nation who, after June 1, ,1962, 
distinguished himself or herself by extraordinary achievement or meritorious 
service that has been of mutual benefit to a friendly nation and the United 
States, according to E.O. 11448 (reference (dd)) and Presidential Memorandum 
(reference (ee) ) . 

b. The awarding of any of these decorations to a member of the armed 
forces of a friendly foreign nation shall be based upon an act or a service 
that would satisfy the criteria governing the award of that decoration to a 
member of that Military Department. 

c. These decorations may be awarded by the Secretary concerned or by 
such officers as he or she may designate. 

d. These decorations may not be awarded to a general or flag officer 
of a friendly foreign nation without the approval of the Secretary of Defense. 

C. RESPONSIBILITIES 

1. The Heads of DoD Components and Unified Commanders shall ensure that 
awards to foreiqn military personnel clearly meet the requirements of section 
B., above, and chat thoseAr&commendations exceeding the 6-month period speci- 
fied in paragraph D.4., below, are disapproved, unless due to simple admini- 
strative delay or unusual circumstances. A full explanation shall be required 
for those cases forwarded beyond the 6-month period. 

2. The Head of the DoD Component, or Unified Commander, initiating the 
recommendation of an award to a member of a foreign military establishment 
shall request the pertinent military counterintelligence organization to 
conduct a counterintelligence records check in conjunction with the 
initiation of the award recommendation. 

3. The Director, Defense Intelliqence Aqency (DIA), shall review the 
award recommendations, and conduct counterintelligence and biographic file 
checks to ensure the foreign military nominee has committed no act or engaged 
in any activity wherein the award of a U.S. decoration would cause 
embarrassment to the United States and shall provide the recommending DoD 
Component or Unified Commander with a statement of concurrence or 
nonconcurrence. 

4. The Under Secretary of Defense for Policy shall coordinate, within 
OSD, the recommendations for an award requiring Secretary of Defense approval, 
and shall obtain a statement of concurrence from the Secretary of State, or 
designated representative, when required. 

5. The Director, Washinqton Headquarters Services (WHS) shall maintain a 
stock of award certificates for all DoD Components and Unified Commands. 

D . PROCEDURES 

1. Upon receipt of the counterintelligence check, the initiating DoD 
Component or Unified Commander shall forward it to the DIA for review. The 
DIA shall prepare and return to the recommending DoD Component or Unified 
Command a biographic sketch together with a statement of concurrence in the 



proposed award and citation 

2. A recommendation from a DoD Component or Unified Commander for an 
award requiring approval of the Secretary of Defense or a higher authority 
shall include the items in subparagraphs D.2.a through D.Z.f., below. 
Recommendations initiated by Unified Commanders may bypass Service 
coordination; however, information copies should be provided to the 
appropriate Service. 

a. Covering memorandum to the Secretary of Defense recommending 
approval and, where appropriate, a proposed memorandum for the Secretary of 
Defense to the President recommending approval. 

b. Approved citation and, where appropriate, the approved 
certificate. 

c. Biographic sketch on the individual to receive the award. 

d. Statement of concurrence by the U.S. Chief of Mission and the U.S. 
Defense Attache (if one is assigned) to the country of the recipient of the 
award. 

e. Statement of concurrence from DIA. - 
f. Additional documentation supporting the recommendation. 

3. If considered desirable, the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy 
should request the DoS to obtain the foreign country's clearance for the 
award. 

4. Recommendation for an award should reach the Under Secretary of 
Defense for Policy within 6 months after completion of the period of service 
for which the award is being recommended to ensure coordination with the DoS. 
Upon clearance by that office, the recommendation then shall be forwarded to 
OSD for appropriate action. 

5. After the award is approved, the recommending DoD Component or Unified 
Commander shall: 

a. Make necessary arrangements, coordinating with the appropriate 
Ambassador or U.S. Defense Attach&, for presenting the award. Once approved, 
unnecessary security or administrative processing should be avoided to ensure 
prompt recognition is given to the intended recipient. 

b. Ensure that a miniature medal is included in the award package to 
be presented to the individual. 

6. Scheduling of presentation ceremonies and public announcements regard- 
ing individual awards shall be avoided until approval of the award is granted. 



CHAPTER 9 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE IDENTIFICATION BADGE 

A .  INTRODUCTION 

The O f f i c e  of t h e  Sec re t a ry  of Defense I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  Badge ( h e r e a f t e r  
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  "OSD Badge"), au tho r i zed  under 1 0  U.S.C. 1125 ( r e f e r ence  
( c ) ) ,  p rov ides  a d i s t i n c t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of m i l i t a r y  s t a f f  members whi le  
a s s igned  and, a f t e r  reassignment,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  Serv ice  member has  
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  se rved  on t h e  Secre ta ry  of Defense's  s t a f f .  

B. POLICY 

1. Desc r ip t i on  of t h e  OSD Badqe. The OSD Badge c o n s i s t s  of a s i l v e r  
sunburs t  of 33 r avs  and a a o l d  annule t  w i th  1 3  s t a r s  on which i s  imposed an 
e a g l e  wi th  a s h i e i d  on i t s - b r e a s t  g r a sp ing  3 c ro s sed  arrows.  The OSD Badge i s  
produced i n  two dimensions,  a f u l l - s i z e  ( 2  inches  i n  d iameter )  and a min i a tu r e  
badge (1 1 / 2  inches  i n  d iameter )  . 

2 .  Manner of Wearinq 

a .  The uniform r e g u l a t i o n s  of t h e  M i l i t a r y  Se rv i ce s  s h a l l  govern t h e  
wearing of t h e  OSD Badge. 

b .  Lapel p i n  r e p l i c a s  of t h e  OSD Badge a r e  no t  i s s u e  i t ems .  
Purchased through c i v i l i a n  sources ,  they  may be worn by t h e  c i v i l i a n  OSD s t a f f  
a t  t h e i r  own d i s c r e t i o n .  

C. ELIGIBILITY 

1. Temporary. The Chief ,  M i l i t a r y  Personnel  Div is ion ,  Personnel  and 
Secu r i t y  D i r e c t o r a t e ;  WHS, s h a l l  i s s u e  one f u l l  s i z e  and one min i a tu r e  OSD 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  Badge t o  a l l  Serv ice  members du r ing  inprocess ing ,  when t h e y  a r e  
a s s igned  on a permanent b a s i s  t o  any of t h e  fo l lowing  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  e lements :  

Immediate Of f i ce s  of t h e  Sec re t a ry  and Deputy S e c r e t a r y  of 
Defense. 

Of f i ce s  of t h e  Under S e c r e t a r i e s  of Defense. 

Of f i ce s  of t h e  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r i e s  of Defense.  

Of f i ce  of t h e  Comptroller of Department of Defense (OC, 
DOD) . 
Off i ce  of t h e  General Counsel of t h e  Department of Defense 
(OGC, DOD) . 
Off i ce  of t h e  In spec to r  General of t h e  Department of Defense 
(OJG,  DOD) . 
Off i ce s  of t h e  A s s i s t a n t s  t o  t h e  Sec re t a ry  of Defense o r  Deputy 
Sec re t a ry  of Defense. 

Of f i ce  of t h e  Defense Advisor, U . S .  Mission t o  NATO. 

Of f i ce s  of t h e  D i r e c t o r s  of N e t  Assessment, Opera t iona l  T e s t  and 
Eva lua t ion  ( O T L E ) ,  S t r a t e g i c  Defense I n i t i a t i v e  Organiza t ion  
(SDIO), DARPA, DSAA, DA&M. 



j. DoD Field Activities. 

2. Permanent 

a. Active Duty Service Members. Upon completion of 1 year of duty 
with any of the elements specified in paragraph C.I., above, a Service member, 
including a Reserve Component officer serving on a statutory tour or enlisted 
member serving under the provisions of 678 of reference (c) shall be entitled 
to permanent possession of the OSD Badge if any of the following criteria is 
satisfied: 

(1) Assignment to the permanent staff in an authorized billet 
charged against the OSD personnel ceiling on or after January 31, 1961, for no 
less than 1 year. 

(2) TDY with OSD, approved by the DA&M, for no less than 1 year. 
This includes the OSD Fellowship program. 

(3) Any combination of subparagraphs C.2.a. (1) and C.2.a. (2) 
above totalling more than 1 year. 

b. Reserve Components. Members of the Reserve components who are 
assigned to any of the organizational elements specified in paragraph C.I., 
above, shall be entitled to permanent possession of the OSD Badge if they have 
been assigned to an individual mobilization augrnentee position for not less 
than two years and have performed at least 24 days of active duty for training 
in such position, on or after January 1, 1979. 

D. ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY 

A certificate of eligibility shall be prepared by the Chief, Military 
Personnel Division; Personnel and Security Directorate, WHS, and shall 
constitute the authority for purchase of permanent issue of the OSD Badge. It 
must be authorized and approved to be one of the following: 

1. The Secretary of Defense. 
2. The Deputy Secretary of Defense. 
3. The Under Secretary of Defense. 
4. Assistant Secretary of Defense. 
5. The Comptroller, DoD. 
6. The General Counsel, DoD. 
7. The IG, DoD. 
8. The Assistant to the Secretary of Defense. 
9. The Defense Advisor, U.S. Mission to NATO. 
10. The Directors of Net Assessment, OT&E, SDJ, SDJO, DARPA, DSAA, and 

DA&M; or the DoD Field Activities. 

E. PROCEDURES 

1. The Chief, Military Personnel Division; Personnel and Security 
Directorate, WHS, shall: 

a. Provide the completed SD Form 525, "Office of the Secretary of 
Defense Identification Badge Certificate" to the approving official for 
presentation. 

b. Ensure that written notification of the presentation of the OSD 
Badge is sent to the Military Services for information and inclusion in the 
recipient's military record. 



2. The authorizing official shall: 

a. Complete the endorsement of the notice of eligibility and return 
it to the Chief, Military Personnel Division; Personnel and Security 
Directorate, WHS. 

b. Present the certificate to the recipient. 



Office o f  the Bmetary uf Befense 

FIGURE 9-1. Sample Certificate - Office of the Secretary of Defense Identification Badge 



CHAPTER 10 

APPURTENANCES 

A .  SERVICE DEVICES 

Devices a r e  a f f i x e d  t o  s e r v i c e  o r  suspension r ibbons t o  denote  a d d i t i o n a l  
awards o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  s p e c i f i c  even t .  Numerous dev i ce s  have been 
au tho r i zed  f o r  t h e  va r ious  deco ra t i ons  and s e r v i c e  awards awarded t o  members 
of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s .  I n  most i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  Se rv i ce s  
determine t h e  manner i n  which t h e s e  dev ices  s h a l l  be  worn. However, i n  t h e  
ca se  of Defense awards, t h e  dev ices  t o  be worn a r e  determined by t h e  
ASD(FM&P). The dev ices  t h a t  have been au tho r i zed  f o r  wear on t h e  s e r v i c e  and 
suspension r ibbons  of Defense awards a r e :  

1. Oak-Leaf C l u s t e r .  Oak-leaf c l u s t e r s  a r e  i s s u e d  i n  t h r e e  s i z e s  and two 
c o l o r s .  The l a r a e r  s i z e  i s  worn on t h e  suspension r ibbon of t h e  medal, t h e  
middle s i z e  on t h e  s e r v i c e  r ibbon,  and t h e  ;mailer s i z e  on t h e  min i a tu r e  
medals and r ibbons .  The two c o l o r s  a r e  bronze and s i l v e r .  The bronze oak- 
l e a f  c l u s t e r  i s  used f o r  t h e  2nd through t h e  5 th ,  7 t h  through l o t h ,  e t c .  
e n t i t l e m e n t  o r  award. A s i l v e r  oak-leaf c l u s t e r  i s  used f o r  t h e  6 th ,  l l t h ,  
and s o  f o r t h ,  e n t i t l e m e n t  o r  award, o r  i n  l i e u  of f i v e  bronze oak-leaf 
c l u s t e r s .  The oak-leaf  c l u s t e r  i s  worn on t h e  s e r v i c e  and suspension r ibbon 
of a l l  Defense deco ra t i ons  and t h e  JMUA. 

2 .  Serv ice  S t a r s .  The s e r v i c e  s t a r  i s  a  bronze o r  s i l v e r  f i ve -po in t ed  
s t a r ,  3/16 i nch  i n  d iameter .  A s i l v e r  s t a r  i s  worn i n s t e a d  of f i v e  bronze 
s e r v i c e  s t a r s .  The s e r v i c e  s t a r  i s  worn on t h e  Nat iona l  Defense Se rv i ce  
Medal, Armed Forces  Expedi t ionary Medal, Vietnam Se rv i ce  Medal, Humanitarian 
Serv ice  Medal, and P r i sone r  of War Medal. 

3 .  A n t a r c t i c a  Serv ice  Medal Clasp. This i s  a bronze, gold,  o r  s i l v e r  
ba r ,  114-inch wide and 1 /2- inches  long,  bea r ing  t h e  words "Wintered Over." I t  
i s  worn onlv on t h e  s u s ~ e n s i o n  ribbon of t h e  medal. The c l a s p  i s  au tho r i zed  
f o r  personnel  who s t a y  on t h e  A n t a r c t i c  con t inen t  du r ing  t h e  w i n t e r  months. 
The bronze c l a s p  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  f i r s t  winter-over ,  t h e  go ld  c l a s p  t h e  second 
win t e r ,  and t h e  s i l v e r  c l a s p  t h e  t h i r d  and l a t e r  w in t e r s .  Only one c l a s p  may 
be worn on t h e  suspension r ibbon.  

4 .  The "V" (Valor)  Device.  This  dev ice  i s  a  m e t a l l i c  bronze, l e t t e r  "V" 
t h a t  r e p r e s e n t s  v a l o r .  I t  i s  worn on t h e  suspension and s e r v i c e  r ibbon of t h e  
J o i n t  Se rv i ce  Commendation Medal when t h e  medal was awarded f o r  a c t s  o r  s e r -  
v i c e  i nvo lv ing  d i r e c t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  combat ope ra t i ons  on o r  a f t e r  
June 25, 1963. 

(NOTE: When worn with  oak-leaf c l u s t e r s ,  t h e  "V" dev ice  i s  worn t o  t h e  
wearer 's  r i g h t  of t h e  c l u s t e r s .  Only one "V" dev ice  i s  worn, r e g a r d l e s s  of 
t h e  number of t i m e s  e a rned . )  

B.  GOLD STAR LAPEL BUTTON 

1. The Gold S t a r  Lapel Button i s  made up of a  go ld  s t a r  1 / 4  i nch  i n  
d iameter  mounted on a  pu rp l e  d i s k  3 / 4  i nch  i n  diameter .  The s t a r  i s  
surrounded by go ld  l a u r e l  l e aves  i n  a  wreath 518 i nch  i n  d iameter .  The 
oppos i t e  s i d e  bea r s  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n ,  "United S t a t e s  of America Act of 
Congress, August 1966," with space  f o r  engraving t h e  i n i t i a l s  of t h e  
r e c i p i e n t .  The bu t ton  s h a l l  be a v a i l a b l e  wi th  p i n - j o i n t  and s a f e ty - ca t ch  
f a s t e n e r  o r  w i th  p i n  and c lu tch- type  f a s t e n e r  a t  t h e  op t i on  of t h e  r e c i p i e n t .  
(This  bu t t on  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t hose  au tho r i zed  under P . L .  82-121 
( r e f e r e n c e  ( f f ) ) ,  excep t  f o r  t h e  d a t e  of enactment i n s c r i b e d  on t h e  r eve r se .  
Gold S t a r  Lapel Buttons i n s c r i b e d  "August 1947" may be i s s u e d  u n t i l  p r e sen t  

@ 
i n v e n t o r i e s  a r e  exhaus ted . )  



2 .  The Gold Star Lapel Button shall be distributed to the widow, widower 
(remarried or not), each parent (mother, father, stepmother, stepfather, 
mother through adoption, father through adoption, and foster parents who stood 
in loco parentis), each child, each brother, each sister, each half-brother, 
each half-sister, each step-child, and each adopted child of a member of the 
Armed Forces of the United States who lost his or her life under any of the 
following conditions: 

a. During World War I, World War 11, or any subsequent period of 
armed hostilities in which the United States was engaged before July 1, 1958. 

b. While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States; 
while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing 
foreign force; or while serving with friendly forces engaged in an armed 
conflict in which the United States is not a belligerent party against an 
opposing armed force any time since June 30, 1958. 

C. SERVICE FLAG AND LAPEL BUTTON 

1. Definitions. For the purpose of this section the following 
definitions apply: 

a. Members of the Immediate Family. Includes wife, husband, mother, 
father, stepmother, stepfather, parent through adoption, foster parents who 
stand or stood in loco parentis, children, stepchildren, children through 
adoption, brothers, sisters, half brothers and half sisters of a member of the 
Armed Forces of the United States. 

b. Orqanization. Includes those group organizations such as 
churches, schools, colleges, fraternities, sororities, societies, and places 
of business with which the member of the Armed Forces of the United States was 
or is associated. 

a. The service flag authorized by 36 U.S.C. 176 and 179-182 
(reference (gg)) may be displayed in a window of the place of residence of 
persons who are members of the immediate family of Service members serving in 
the Armed Forces of the United States during any period of war or hostilities 
in which the Armed Forces of the United States may be engaged, for the 
duration of such period of war or hostilities. 

b. The service flag may be displayed by an organization to honor the 
members of that organization serving i.n the Armed Forces of the United States 
during any period of war or hostilities in which the Armed Forces of the 
United States may be engaged, for the duration of such period of war or 
hostilities. 

c. The service lapel button authorized by 14 H.S.C.(reference (hh)) 
may be worn by members of the immediate family of Service members serving in 
the Armed Forces of the United States during any period of war or hostilities 
in which the Armed Forces of the United States may be engaged, for the 
duration of such period of war or hostilities. 

3. Delegation of Authority. The Secretary of the Army is hereby desig- 
nated to act as the Executive Agent of the Secretary of Defense for the 
purpose of granting certificates of authority for the manufacture and sale of 
service flags and service lapel buttons conforming to the approved design 
described herein; providing appropriate design instructions to manufacturers; 
and administering the provisions of 36 U.S.C. 181 (reference (gg)), under 
which any person, firm, or corporation who manufactures such service flag or 
service lapel button without having first obtained such a certificate of 



authority, or otherwise violates the provisions of the statute, shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be fined not more than $1,000. 

4. Desiqn 

a. A design for the service flag is approved, as follows: 

(1) Flaq for Immediate Family. On a white rectangular field a 
blue star or stars within a red border. 

(a) The number of blue stars shall correspond to the number 
of Service members fromthe "immediate family" who are symbolized on the flag. 

(b) The flag horizontally displayed shall have the stars 
arranged in a horizontal line or lines with one point of each star up (figure 
10-la). 

(c) The flag described in C.4.a. (1) (a) and C.4.a. (1) (b), 
above, may be displayed vertically (figure 10-lb). 

(d) If the Service member symbolized is killed or dies while 
serving, from causes other than dishonorable, the star representing that 
individual shall have superimposed thereon a gold star of smaller size so that 
the blue forms a border. When the flag is suspended, as against a wall, the 
gold star shall be to the right of, or above, the blue star (figures 10-la and 
10-ld) . 

(2) Flaq for Orqanizations. The flag for organizations shall 
correspond to that described for an immediate family in subparagraph 
C.4.a. (1) (a) through C.4. a. (1) (d), above, subject to the following additional 
provisions. 

(a] Instead of using a separate star for each Service 
member, one star may be used with the number of Service members indicated by 
Arabic numerals, which shall appear below the star. 

(b) If any Service members are deceased, as determined under 
the circumstances cited in subparagraph C.4.a.(l) (d), above, a gold star shall 
be placed nearest the staff, or above the blue star in the case of a flag used 
in a vertical display (figures 10-lc and 10-ld). Below this star shall be the 
Arabic numerals. 

(c) The gold stars in both cases shall be smaller than the 
blue stars so that the blue will form a border. The numerals in all cases 
shall be in blue. 

(3) Color and Relative Proportions. The shades of colors used in 
the flag and the relative proportions shall be in accordance with 
manufacturing instructions furnished to licensed manufacturers by the 
Department of the Army. 

b. Service Lapel Button. The Service Lapel Button shall be a blue 
star on a white rectanqular field within a red border, 3/16 inch x 3/8 inch in - 
over-all size (figure 10-le). The shades of colors and the detailed 
dimensions shall be in accordance with manufacturing instructions furnished to 
licensed manufacturers by the Department of the Army. 

5. Displav of the Service Flaq 

a. The service flag shall be treated with dignity and respect. When 
displayed with the flag of the United States, the service flag shall be of 
approximately equal size but never larger than the flag of the United States. 



The flag of the United States shall occupy the position of honor. 

b. When the service flag is displayed other than by being flown from 
a staff, it shall be suspended either horizontally or vertically. 

c. Users are cautioned against the use of the service flag for adver- 
tising purposes. It shall not be embroidered on such articles as cushions, 
handkerchiefs, etc., printed, or otherwise impressed on paper napkins or boxes 
or anything that is designed for temporary use and discarded; or used as any 
portion of a costume or athletic uniform. Advertising signs shall not be 
fastened to a staff or halyard from which the service flag is flown. 

d. For cautions against the improper use of the service flag, users 
should be guided generally by the provisions of 36 U.S.C. 176 (reference 
(gg)), which apply to the flag of the United States of America. 

6. Wearinq of the Service Lapel Button 

a. The blue star of the service lapel button worn by members of the 
immediate family shall signify that one or more Service members are serving in 
the Armed Forces of the United States under the conditions specified in 
subparagraph C.Z.C., above. Multiple blue stars are not authorized. 

b. A person eligible to wear the Gold Star Lapel Button, section B., 
above, may wear the service lapel button in conjunction therewith if that 
person is also entitled to wear the service lapel button under the provisions 
of this Manual. A gold star is not authorized as part of the service lapel 
button. 

7. Application for Licensinq 

a. Applicants desiring to enter into the manufacture and sale of the 
service flag or the service lapel button should address applications to the 
Director, The Institute of Heraldry, U.S.Army, Cameron Station, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22304-5050. 

b. A certificate of authority to manufacture and sell the service 
flag or the service lapel button shall be granted only upon agreement in 
writing by the applicant that he or she shall not deviate in the manufacture 
or sale of the approved official service flag or service lapel button as 
described herein. The certificate of authority shall refer to 36, U.S.C. 
(reference (gg) 1 . 

c. Drawings and instructions for the service flag and the service 
lapel button shall be provided to manufacturers with the issuance of their 
certificates of authority. 

8. Purchase of Service Flaq and Service Lapel Button 

Service flags and service lapel buttons must be procured from commer- 
cial sources. The Government does not have authority to manufacture, issue, 
or sell service flags or service lapel buttons. 
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FIGURE 101a. SERVICE FLAG FOR IMMEDIATE FAIMILY, HORIZONTAL  POSITION. 

Serv~ce flag for  
immediate famdy. 
vemcai post t~om 

FIGURE 1 0 - l c  

Sewica flag for  
organitanons, vertical 
position, blue srar w i th  
anb ic  numerals beiow 
star. 

FIGURE 10- l r  

Senice lapel burton, blue sur  on  white 
recrangular f ield wi th in red border. 

FIGURE 10-ld. 

Service flag for 
organizations, gold 
m r  abovn blue star. 
wi th  blun anb ic  numenis 
beiow stars. 

S u i a  - Approximately t h r n  times acruai site 

FIGURE 10-1. Service Flag for Immediate Family 
and organizations. 



APPENDIX A 

U.S. MILITARY DECORATIONS 

The fo l lowing  i s  a  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  va r ious  deco ra t i ons  t h a t  have been 
au tho r i zed  f o r  t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s :  

1. MOH (U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Coast Guard) 

a .  Authorized by A c t  of Congress, December 21, 1861 a s  
( r e f e r e n c e  (ii) ) . 

b .  Awarded pursuant  t o  1 0  U.S.C. 6241 ( r e f e r ence  ( c ) )  (U.S. Navy and 
U.  S. Marine Corps Serv ice  members) and r e f e r ence  (hh) . (U. S .  Coast Guard 
Se rv i ce  members) by t h e  P re s iden t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  t h e  name of t h e  
Congress.  The MOH may be awarded t o  Se rv i ce  members of t h e  U.S. Navy, U.S. 
Marine Corps, and U.S. Coast Guard who d i s t i n g u i s h  themselves  conspicuously by 
g a l l a n t r y  and i n t r e p i d i t y  a t  t h e  r i s k  of t h e i r  l i v e s  above and beyond t h e  c a l l  
of du ty  under any of t h e  fo l lowing  circumstances:  

(1) While engaged i n  an a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  an enemy of t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  

( 2 )  While engaged i n  m i l i t a r y  ope ra t i ons  i nvo lv ing  c o n f l i c t  wi th  
an opposing f o r e i g n  f o r c e .  

( 3 )  While s e r v i n g  with  f r i e n d l y  f o r e i g n  f o r c e s  engaged i n  an 
armed c o n f l i c t  a g a i n s t  an opposing armed f o r c e  i n  which t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  
not  a  b e l l i g e r e n t  p a r t y .  

2.  MOH ( U .  S. Army) 

a .  Authorized by J o i n t  Resolut ion of Congress, J u l y  12, 1862; a s  
amended ( r e f e r e n c e  j j ) ) . 

b.  Awarded pursuant  t o  1 0  U.S.C. 3741. ( r e f e r e n c e  ( c ) )  by t h e  
P re s iden t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  t h e  name of t h e  Congress. The MOH may be 
awarded t o  members of t h e  U.S. Army who d i s t i n g u i s h  themselves conspicuously 
by g a l l a n t r y  and i n t r e p i d i t y  a t  t h e  r i s k  of t h e i r  l i v e s  above and beyond t h e  
c a l l  of du ty  under any of t h e  fo l lowing  circumstances:  

(1) While engaged i n  an a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  an enemy of t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  

(2 )  While engaged i n  m i l i t a r y  ope ra t i ons  i nvo lv ing  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  
an opposing f o r e i g n  f o r c e .  

(3 )  While s e r v i n g  with  f r i e n d l y  f o r e i g n  f o r c e s  engaged i n  an 
armed c o n f l i c t  a g a i n s t  an opposing armed f o r c e  i n  which t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  
no t  a  b e l l i g e r e n t  p a r t y .  

3.  MOH (U.S. A i r  Force)  

a .  The b a s i s  f o r  t h e  U.S. A i r  Force medal i s  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  U.S. Army medal ( J o i n t  Resolut ion of Congress, J u l y  12,  1862, 
( r e f e r e n c e  ( j j ) ) .  I t  was au tho r i zed  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h e  U.S. A i r  Force by 
Act of Congress, August 1 0 ,  1956;  a s  amended ( r e f e r ence  (kk)). 

b .  Awarded pursuant  t o  1 0  U.S.C. 8 7 4 1  ( r e f e r e n c e  ( c ) ) ,  by t h e  
P re s iden t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  t h e  name of t h e  Congress. The MOH may be 
awarded t o  members of t h e  U . S .  A i r  Force who d i s t i n g u i s h  themselves 
conspicuously by g a l l a n t r y  and i n t r e p i d i t y  a t  t h e  r i s k  of t h e i r  l i v e s  above 



and beyond the call of duty under any of the following conditions: 

(1) While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United 
States. 

(2) While engaged in military operations involving conflict with 
an opposing foreign force. 

(3) While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an 
armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the United States is 
not a belligerent party. 

4. Brevet Medal (U.S. Marine Corps) 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Navy, June 7, 1921 

b. In recognition of distinguished service and conduct in the 
presence of the enemy during the Mexican War, the Civil War, the Spanish- 
American War, the Philippine Insurrection and the Boxer Rebellion in China, 
brevet commissions for bravery in action were conferred upon selected officers 
of the Marine Corps. However, no medal or badge accompanied the commission. 

c. In 1921, based upon a recommendation by the Commandant of the U . S .  
Marine Corps, Major General John A. Lejeune, the Brevet Medal was established. 
This medal was to be awarded to all those whose brevet commissions were con- 
firmed by the U.S. Senate. At the time the Brevet Medal was authorized, it 
was awarded to 23 officers, 3 of whom already held the MOH. However, the 
decoration is no longer awarded by the Department of the Navy. 

5. Distinquished Service Cross 

a. ~uthorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918; as amended 
(reference (11)). 

b. Awarded pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 3742 (reference (c)), to Service 
members who, while serving in any capacity with the U.S. Army, distinguish 
themselves by extraordinary heroism not justifying the award of the MOH under 
any of the following circumstances: 

(1) While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United 
States. 

( 2 )  While engaged in military operations involving conflict with 
an opposing foreign force. 

(3) While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an 
armed conflict against an opposing armed force in which the United States is 
not a belligerent party. 

6. Navv Cross 

a. Authorized by Act of Congress, February 4, 1919; (reference (mm)). 

b. Awarded pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 6242 (reference (c)) to persons who, 
while serving in any capacity with the U.S. Navy or U.S. Marine Corps, 
distinguish themselves by extraordinary heroism not justifying the award of 
the MOH under any of the following circumstances: 

( 1 )  While engaged in an action against an enemy of the United 
States. 

( 2 )  While engaged in military operations involving conflict with 



an opposing f o r e i g n  f o r c e .  

( 3 )  While s e r v i n g  with  f r i e n d l y  f o r e i g n  f o r c e s  engaged i n  an 
armed c o n f l i c t  a g a i n s t  an opposing armed f o r c e  i n  which t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  
no t  b e l l i g e r e n t  p a r t y .  

7. A i r  Force Cross 

a .  Authorized by Act of Congress, J u l y  9, 1918; a s  amended 
( r e f e r e n c e  (11)). 

b .  Awarded pursuant  t o  10 U.S.C. 8 7 4 2 ;  ( r e f e r ence  ( c ) )  t o  Se rv i ce  
members who, whi le  s e r v i n g  i n  any capac i t y  w i th  t h e  U.S. A i r  Force,  
d i s t i n g u i s h  themselves  by ex t r ao rd ina ry  heroism not  j u s t i f y i n g  t h e  award of 
t h e  MOH under any of t h e  fo l lowing  circumstances:  

(1) While engaged i n  an a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  an enemy of t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  

(2 )  While engaged i n  m i l i t a r y  ope ra t i ons  i nvo lv ing  c o n f l i c t  wi th  
an opposing f o r e i g n  f o r c e .  

( 3 )  While s e r v i n g  wi th  f r i e n d l y  f o r e i g n  f o r c e s  engaged i n  an 
armed c o n f l i c t  a g a i n s t  an opposing armed f o r c e  i n  which t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  
no t  a  b e l l i g e r e n t  p a r t y .  

8 .  Defense D i s t i nqu i shed  Se rv i ce  Medal 

a .  Authorized by E.O.  11545, ( r e f e r ence  ( e ) )  . 
b. Awarded by t h e  Sec re t a ry  of Defense t o  any m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r  of t h e  

United S t a t e s  who, whi le  a s s igned  t o  a  j o i n t  s t a f f  o r  a c t i v i t y ,  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  
himself o r  h e r s e l f  by excep t iona l l y  mer i t o r i ous  s e r v i c e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  of 
unique and g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  It  s h a l l  no t  be awarded t o  any o f f i c e r ,  f o r  
a  pe r iod  of s e r v i c e  f o r  which a  Se rv i ce  Dis t inguished  Serv ice  Medal o r  s i m i l a r  
deco ra t i on  has  been awarded. 

9 .  C e r t i f i c a t e  of Merit  

a .  Authorized by Act of Congress, March 3 ,  1847; ( r e f e r e n c e  ( n n ) ) .  

b. O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  was c r e a t e d  t o  recognize p r i v a t e s  i n  
t h e  U.S. Army f o r  g a l l a n t r y  i n  a c t i o n  o r  f o r  s p e c i a l l y  m e r i t o r i o u s  s e r v i c e  i n  
peacetime. For over  50 yea r s ,  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t e  of Merit  was a  c e r t i f i c a t e  t h a t  
was awarded by t h e  P re s iden t  of t h e  United S t a t e s .  However, i n  1905 a  medal 
was des igned  f o r  ho lde r s  of t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e .  

c .  I n  1918, by s p e c i a l  a c t ,  t h e  Congress d i s con t inued  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t e  
of M e r i t  Medal ( r e f e r ence  ( 0 0 ) ) .  Holders of t h e  obso l e t e  medal, upon reques t  
and wi th  t h e  su r r ende r  of t h e i r  C e r t i f i c a t e  of M e r i t  Medal, would be awarded 
t h e  D i s t i ngu i shed  Serv ice  Medal. S ix teen  yea r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  p o l i c y  was changed 
and t h o s e  whose C e r t i f i c a t e s  had been rep laced  by Dis t inguished  Serv ice  Medals 
were au tho r i zed  t o  have them rep laced  i n s t e a d  with  t h e  Dis t inguished  Serv ice  
Cross .  

d .  During i t s  71-year h i s t o r y ,  a  t o t a l  of 1,211 e n l i s t e d  members of 
t h e  U.S. Army r ece ived  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t e  of M e r i t  Award. 

10. D i s t i nqu i shed  Se rv i ce  Medal 

a .  The U . S .  Army medal was au tho r i zed  by War Department General 
Orders No. 6,  January 12, 1918 ( r e f e r ence  ( p p ) ) .  (Passed i n t o  law by Act of 



Congress, July 9, 1918, (reference (11)). The U.S. Navy medal was authorized 
by Act of Congress, February 4, 1919; as amended (reference (qq)). The basis 
for the U.S. Air Force medal is the legislation authorizing the U.S. Army 
medal; the U.S. ~ i r  Force design change was done in 1961 (reference (rr)). 
The U.S. Coast Guard medal was authorized by Act of Congress, August 4, 1949; 
(reference (ss) ) . 

b. Awarded pursuant to 10 U.S.C.; (U.S. Army Service members) 
(reference (c)), Section 624 of reference (c), (U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine 
Corps Service members), Section 8743 of reference ( c )  (U.S. Air Force Service 
members), and 14 U.S.C. 492 (reference (hh)) (U.S. Coast Guard Service 
members). The Distinguished Service Medal is awarded to any Service members 
who, while serving in any capacity of the Armed Forces of the United States, 
distinguish themselves by exceptionally meritorious service to the Government 
in a duty of great responsibility. 

11. Silver Star 

a. For U.S. Army and U.S. Air Force Service members, authorized by 
Act of Congress, December 15, 1942; as amended (reference (tt)). For U.S. 
Navy and U.S. Marine Corps Service members, authorized by Act of Congress, 
August 7, 1942, (reference (uu)). (The Army Silver Star was originally known 
as the Citation Star and authorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918 
(reference (11)). In 1932, the Citation Star was replaced by the Silver 
Star. ) 

b. Awarded pursuant to Section 3746 of reference (c) (U. S. Army 
Service members), Section 6244 of reference (c) (U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, 
or U.S. Coast Guard Service members), and Section 8746 of reference (c), 
(U.S. Air Force Service members). The Silver Star may be awarded to any 
individual -- military, civilian, or foreign -- who, while serving in any 
capacity with the Armed Forces of the United States, distinguishes himself or 
herself by gallantry in action under any of the following circumstances: 

(1) Against an enemy of the United States 

(2) While engaged in military operations involving conflict with 
an opposing foreign force. 

( 3 )  While serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an 
armed conflict against an opposinq armed force in which the United States is 
not a belligerent party. 

12. Defense Superior Service Medal 

a. Authorized by E.O. 11904, (reference (f) ) . 
b. Awarded by the Secretary of Defense to any member of the Armed 

Forces of the United States who has rendered superior meritorious service in a 
position of significant responsibility while assigned to a joint activity and 
whose performance cannot be recognized properly by any other Defense medal. 

13. Leqion of Merit 

a. Authorized by Act of Congress, July 20, 1942 (reference (vv) ) and 
E.O. 92.60, October 29, 1942, (reference (cc)) . 

b. Awarded pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 1121 (reference (c)), to a member of 
the Armed Forces of the United States without degree; however, awards to 
members of foreign armed forces are made in the degree of Chief Commander, 
Commander, Officer, and Legionnaire. The first two degrees are comparable in 
rank to the Distinguished Service Medal and are usually awarded to heads of 



s t a t e  and t o  commanders of armed f o r c e s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The l a s t  two degrees  
a r e  comparable i n  rank t o  t h e  award of t h e  Legion of M e r i t  t o  U.S. Serv ice  
members. 

14.  D i s t i nqu i shed  F ly inq  Cross 

a .  Authorized by Act of Congress, J u l y  2 ,  1926, a s  amended 
( r e f e r e n c e  ( w w )  ) . 

b. Awarded pursuant  t o  Sec t ion  3749 of r e f e r ence  (c), (U.S. Army 
Se rv i ce  members), Sec t ion  6245 of r e f e r ence  ( c ) ,  (U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine 
Corps Se rv i ce  members); Sec t ion  8749 r e f e r ence  ( c ) ,  (U.S. A i r  Force Serv ice  
members) and 1 4  U.S.C. 492a, ( r e f e r ence  ( h h ) )  (U.S. Coast Guard Serv ica  
members). The Dis t inguished  F ly ing  Cross may be awarded t o  any persons who, 
a f t e r  Apr i l  6, 1917, whi le  s e rv ing  i n  any capac i t y  with  t h e  United S t a t e s  
Armed Forces ,  d i s t i n g u i s h  themselves by heroism o r  ex t r ao rd ina ry  achievement 
whi le  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a e r i a l  f l i g h t .  

c. The performance of an a c t  of heroism s h a l l  be recognized by a  
"V" dev ice  worn on t h e  suspension and s e r v i c e  r ibbon of t h e  medal. 

15 .  S o l d i e r ' s  Medal 

a .  Authorized by Act of Congress, J u l y  2 ,  1926 ( r e f e r ence  ( w w ) )  

b. Awarded pursuant  t o  1 0  U . S . C .  3750 ( r e f e r ence  ( c ) )  t o  members of 
t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s  o r  of a  f r i e n d l y  f o r e i g n  n a t i o n  who, 
whi le  s e r v i n g  i n  any capac i t y  with  t h e  U.S. Army, d i s t i n g u i s h  themselves by 
heroism not  i nvo lv ing  a c t u a l  c o n f l i c t  wi th  an enemy. 

16 .  Navy and Marine Corps Medal 

a .  Authorized by Act of Congress, August 7 ,  1942 ( r e f e r e n c e  h h ) ) .  

b.  Awarded pursuant  t o  Sec t ion  6246 of r e f e r ence  ( c )  t o  any person 
who, whi le  s e r v i n g  i n  any capac i t y  with  t h e  U.S. Navy o r  U.S. Marine Corps, 
d i s t i n g u i s h e s  himself o r  h e r s e l f  by heroism not  i nvo lv ing  a c t u a l  c o n f l i c t  wi th  
t h e  enemy. 

1 7 .  Airman's Medal 

a .  The b a s i s  f o r  t h e  Airman's Medal i s  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a u t h o r i z i n g  
t h e  S o l d i e r ' s  Medal (Act of Congress, J u l y  2 ,  1926; a s  amended 
( r e f e r e n c e  ( w w ) ) .  Ju ly  6, 1960, ( 7 4  S t a t .  3 3 2 ) ) .  I t  was s p e c i f i c a l l y  
au tho r i zed  f o r  t h e  A i r  Force by Act of Congress, August 10, 1956; a s  amended 
( r e f e r ence  (kk). 

b .  Awarded pursuant  t o  1 0  U.S.C. 8750 ( r e f e r ence  ( c ) )  t o  members of 
t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s  o r  f o r e i g n  m i l i t a r y  personnel  who, whi le  
s e r v i n g  i n  any capac i t y  wi th  t h e  United S t a t e s  A i r  Force,  d i s t i n g u i s h  
themselves by heroism invo lv ing  vo lun ta ry  r i s k  of l i f e  under cond i t i ons  o t h e r  
t han  t hose  of a c t u a l  c o n f l i c t  wi th  an enemy. 

18 .  Coast Guard Medal 

a .  Authorized by Act of Congress, August 4 ,  1949 ( r e f e r e n c e  (ss) ) . 
b. Awarded pursuant  t o  1 4  U.S.C., Sec t ion  493, ( r e f e r ence  (ii)) t o  

any person who, whi le  s e rv ing  i n  any c a p a c i t y  with  t h e  U.S. Coast Guard, d i s -  
t i n g u i s h e s  himself  o r  h e r s e l f  by heroism not  i nvo lv ing  a c t u a l  c o n f l i c t  wi th  
any enemy. 



19 .  Bronze S t a r  

a .  Authorized by E . O .  9419, February 4, 1944, superseded by 
E.O. 11046, ( r e f e r ence  (xx)). 

b. Awarded t o  any person who, a f t e r  December 6,  1941, whi le  s e r v i n g  
i n  any c a p a c i t y  wi th  t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  
himself  o r  h e r s e l f  by he ro i c  o r  mer i t o r i ous  achievement o r  s e r v i c e ,  no t  
i nvo lv ing  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a e r i a l  f l i g h t ,  under any of t h e  fo l lowing  
circumstances  : 

(1) While engaged i n  an a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  an enemy of t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  

( 2 )  While engaged i n  m i l i t a r y  ope ra t i ons  i nvo lv ing  c o n f l i c t  w i th  
an opposing f o r e i g n  f o r c e .  

( 3 )  While s e rv ing  with f r i e n d l y  f o r e i g n  f o r c e s  engaged i n  an 
armed c o n f l i c t  a g a i n s t  an opposing armed f o r c e  i n  which t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  
n o t  a  b e l l i g e r e n t  p a r t y .  

c .  When t h e  Bronze S t a r  i s  awarded f o r  heroism, a bronze l e t t e r  "V" 
( f o r  v a l o r )  i s  worn on t h e  suspension and s e r v i c e  r ibbon of t h e  medal. 

20. Purp le  Heart  

a .  E s t a b l i s h e d  by General George Washington -- known a s  t h e  Badge of 
M i l i t a r y  M e r i t  -- on August 7, 1782. Revived a s  t h e  Purp le  Heart  i n  1932 by 
General Douglas MacArthur (War Department General Orders No. 3; amended by 
E . O .  9277, E . O .  10409, E.O.  1 1 0 1 6 ,  E.O. 12464, and P . L .  98-525, 
( r e f e r e n c e  (yy) ) . 

b. Awarded t o  any member of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s  o r  
any c i v i l i a n  n a t i o n a l  of t h e  United S t a t e s  who, whi le  s e r v i n g  under competent 
a u t h o r i t y  i n  any capac i t y  w i th  one of t h e  U . S .  Armed Forces  a f t e r  
A p r i l  5, 1917, has been wounded, k i l l e d ,  o r  who has d i e d  o r  may h e r e a f t e r  d i e  
of wounds r ece ived  under any of t h e  fo l lowing  circumstances:  

(1) I n  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  an  enemy of t h e  United S t a t e s .  

( 2 )  I n  a c t i o n  with  an opposing armed f o r c e  of a  f o r e i g n  country 
i n  which t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s  a r e  o r  have been engaged. 

( 3 )  While s e r v i n g  w i t h  f r i e n d l y  fo r e ign  f o r c e s  engaged i n  an 
armed c o n f l i c t  a g a i n s t  an opposing armed f o r c e  i n  which t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  
no t  a b e l l i g e r e n t  pa r ty .  

( 4 )  A s  a  r e s u l t  of an a c t  of any such enemy of opposing armed 
f o r c e s .  

(5 )  A s  t h e  r e s u l t  of an a c t  of any h o s t i l e  f o r e i g n  f o r c e .  

( 6 )  A f t e r  March 28, 1973, a s  a  r e s u l t  of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
t e r r o r i s t  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  United S t a t e s  o r  a  f o r e ign  n a t i o n  f r i e n d l y  t o  t h e  
United S t a t e s .  

(7 )  A f t e r  March 28, 1973, a s  a  r e s u l t  of m i l i t a r y  ope ra t i ons  
while  s e r v i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of t h e  United S t a t e s  a s  p a r t  of a  
peacekeeping f o r c e .  



21. Defense Meritorious Service Medal 

a. Authorized by E.O. 12019, (reference (9)). 

b. Awarded in the name of the Secretary of Defense to any active duty 
member of the Armed Forces of the United States who, while serving in a joint 
activity, distinguishes himself or herself by noncombat meritorious 
achievement or service. The required achievement or service, while of lesser 
degree than that required for award of the Defense Superior Service Medal, 
nevertheless must have been accomplished with distinction. 

22. Meritorious Service Medal 

a. Authorized by E.O. 11448, as amended by E.O. 12312, 
reference (dd) ) . 

b. Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States who 
distinguish themselves by outstanding noncombat meritorious achievement or 
service to the United States. Normally, the acts or services rendered must be 
comparable to that required for the Legion of Merit but in a duty of lesser 
though considerable responsibility. 

23. Air Medal 

a. Authorized by E.O. 9158, as amended by E.O. 9242-A, 
(reference ( 2 2 ) ) .  

b. Awarded to any person who, while serving in any capacity with the 
Armed Forces of the United States, subsequent to September 8, 1939, distin- 
guishes himself or herself by heroic or meritorious achievement while partici- 
pating in an aerial flight. 

24. Joint Service Commendation Medal 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of Defense, June 25, 1963 

b. Awarded in the name of the Secretary of Defense to members of the 
Armed Forces of the United States who, while assigned to a joint activity 
after January 1, 1963, distinguish themselves by meritorious achievement or 
service. 

25. Armv Commendation Medal 

a. Authorized by War Department Circular 377, as amended by 
Department of the Army General Orders 10 (reference (aaa)). 

b. Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States who, 
while serving in any capacity with the U.S. Army after December 6, 1941, dis- 
tinguish themselves by heroism, meritorious achievement, or meritorious 
service. The award may also be made to members of the armed forces of a 
friendly foreign nation who, after June 1, 1962, distinguish themselves under 
similar circumstances of mutual benefit to the friendly nation and the United 
States. 

26. Navv Commendation Medal 

a. Authorized by ALNAV 11 (reference (bbb)) -- originally known as 
the Navy Commendation Ribbon. On March 22, 1950, the Secretary of the Navy 
established the metal pendant for this award. On August 11, 1960, the 
Secretary of the Navy changed the name of the award to the Navy Commendation 
Medal. 



b. Awarded to persons who, while serving in any capacity with the 
U.S. Navy or U.S. Marine Corps (including foreign military personnel and 
members of U.S. Reserve components on active or in inactive duty), distinguish 
themselves after December 6, 1941, by heroic or meritorious achievement or 
service. 

27. Air Force Commendation Medal 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Air Force, Department of the 
Air Force General Orders 16 (reference (ccc)). 

b. Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States below 
the grade of 0-7 and foreign military personnel who, while serving in any 
capacity with the Department of the Air Force, distinguish themselves by out- 
standing achievement or meritorious service. 

28. Coast Guard Commendation Medal 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Treasury, August 26, 1947 -- 
originally known as Commendation Ribbon with Metal Pendant. Redesignated as 
the Coast Guard Commendation Medal by the Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, 
October 2, 1959. 

b. Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States, 
serving in any capacity with the U.S. Coast Guard, for meritorious service 
resulting in unusual and outstanding achievement rendered while the U.S. Coast 
Guard is serving under Department of Transportation (DOT) jurisdiction. 

29. Joint Service Achievement Medal 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of Defense, August 3, 1983. 

b. Awarded in the name of the Secretary of Defense to members of the 
Armed Forces of the United States below the grade of 0-6 who, while assigned 
to a joint activity after August 3, 1983, distinguish themselves by 
meritorious achievement or service. The required achievement or service, 
while of lesser degree than that required for award of the Joint Service 
Commendation Medal, must have been accomplished with distinction. 

30. Army Achievement Medal 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Army, April 10, 1981 

b. Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States or 
foreign military personnel who, while serving in any capacity with the U.S. 
Army in a noncombat area on or after August 1, 1981, distinguish themselves by 
meritorious service or achievement. The required achievement or service, 
while of lesser degree than that required for award of the Army Commendation 
Medal, must have been accomplished with distinction. The Army Achievement 
Medal  hall not be awarded to general or flag officers. 

31. Navy Achievement Medal 

a. Established by SECNAVINST 1650.16 (reference (ddd)) -- the award 
was originally known as the Secretary of the Navy Commendation for 
Achievement. Redesignated the Navy Achievement Medal by the Secretary of the 
Navy July 17, 1967. 

b. Awarded to members of the U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps in the 
rank of 0-4 and below, for service performed on or after May 1, 1961. The 
Navy Achievement Medal shall be awarded for professional and/or leadership 
achievement in a combat or noncombat situation based on sustained performance 



or specific achievement of a superlative nature. 

32. Air Force Achievement Medal 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Air Force, October 12, 1980 

b. Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States and 
foreign military personnel below the rank of 0-6 after September 30, 1981, 
who, while serving in any capacity with the U.S. Air Force, distinguish 
themselves by meritorious service or achievement. 

33. Coast Guard Achievement Medal 

a. Authorized by the Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, June 4, 1968. 

b. Awarded to any member of the Armed Forces of the United States for 
service performed on or after April 1, 1967, while serving with U.S. Coast 
Guard units. Specifically, the award shall be given for professional and/or 
leadership achievement in a combat or noncombat situation based on sustained 
performance or specific achievement of a superlative nature. 

34. Commandant's Letter of Commendation Ribbon (U.S. Coast Guard) 

a. The Commandant's Letter of Commendation is among the oldest of the 
awards presented to members of the U.S. Coast Guard. The ribbon was 
established on March 17, 1979. 

b. Awarded to any member of the Armed Forces of the United States 
serving in any capacity with the U.S. Coast Guard for an act or service 
resulting in unusual or outstanding achievement, whose performance is lesser 
than that required for the Coast Guard Achievement Medal. 

35. Combat Action Ribbon 

a. Authorized by SECNAVNOTE 1650 (reference (eee)). 

b. Awarded to members of the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Marine Corps, and 
the U.S. Coast Guard, operating under the control of the U.S. Navy, in the 
grade of 0-6 or below, who have actively participated in ground or surface 
combat. Personnel who earned the Combat Infantryman Badge while members of 
the U.S. Army may be authorized to wear the Combat Action Ribbon instead. The 
principal eligibility criterion is that the Service members must have 
participated in a ground or surface combat fire fight or action during which 
they were under enemy fire and their performance while under fire must have 
been satisfactory. 

c. A Service member, whose eligibility has been established in combat 
in any of the following listed operations, is authorized the award of the 
Combat Action Ribbon. Only one award per operation is authorized. 

Southeast Asia 1 Mar 61 - 15 Aug 73 
Dominican Republic 28 Apr 65 - 21 Sep 66 
USS LIBERTY (AGTR 5) 8-9 Jun 67 
USS PUEBLO (AGER 2) 23 Jan 68 
Operation FREQUENT WIND 28 - 30 Apr 75 
Operation Mayaquez 15 May 75  
Grenada 24 Oct 83 - 2 Nov 83 
Lebanon 20 Aug 82 - 1 Aug 84 
Persian Gulf - Specific Units designated by SECNAV. 
Operation Just Cause 20-28 Dec 90 
Specific Units designated by SECNAV 



d .  Ribbon b a r s  a r e  i s s u e d  t o  personnel  c e r t i f i e d  e l i g i b l e ;  however, a  
medal i s  no t  au tho r i zed  and a c i t a t i o n  o r  c e r t i f i c a t e  s h a l l  no t  be  i s sued .  
For Se rv i ce  members who qualify i n  two o r  more ope ra t i ons ,  subsequent awards 
s h a l l  be i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  use  of a  go ld  s t a r  on t h e  r ibbon.  



APPENDIX B 

U.S. UNIT AWARDS 

Unit awards recognize entire organizations for outstanding heroism or 
achievement performed during periods of war, international tension, national 
emergencies, or extraordinary situations that involve national interests. 
They are not intended to recognize individual actions, but to acknowledge the 
combined efforts of the organization. With exception of the JMUA, the 
Secretaries concerned are responsible for the policies and procedures 
involving their Service unit awards. Specifics are outlined in Service 
Directives or, in the case of the JMUA, this Manual and should be consulted 
for further information. The following is a brief description of the various 
unit awards authorized for the Armed Forces of the United States: 

1. Presidential Unit Citation 

a. The Navy Presidential Unit Citation was authorized by E.O. 9050, 
(reference (fff)). The equivalent award for Army units was known as the 
Distinguished Unit Citation and was authorized by E.O. 9057, as superseded by 
E.O. 10694 (reference (ggg) ) .  Both awards were subsequently redesignated the 
Presidential Unit Citation. 

b. Awarded in the name of the President of the United States to units 
of the Armed Forces of the United States and cobelligerent nations for 
extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy occurring on, or after, 
October 16, 1941, for U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps units, and on or after 
December 7, 1941, for U.S. Army units. The unit must have displayed such 
gallantry, determination, and esprit de corps in accomplishing its mission 
under extremely difficult and hazardous conditions to have set it apart and 
above other units participating in the same campaign. The degree of heroism 
required is the same as that which would be required for award of a 
Distinguished Service Cross to an individual. 

c. Army and Air Force Service members, when authorized, shall wear an 
oak-leaf cluster for each additional award of the President Unit Citation. 
Navy and Marine Corps Service members shall wear the 3/16-inch bronze and 
silver star to denote subsequent unit awards. In addition to oak-leaf 
clusters and bronze and silver stars, the following devices are authorized 
specifically for wear on the service ribbon of the Presidential Unit Citation: 

(1) Gold "N" for the Presidential Unit Citation awarded to the 
USS NAUTILUS (SSN 571) for the period July 22, 1958, to August 5, 1958. 

(2) Bronze globe for the Presidential Unit Citation awarded to 
the USS TRITON (SSR(N) 586) for the period February 16, 1960, to May 10, 1960. 

2. Joint Meritorious Unit Award 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of Defense, June 10, 1981. 

b. Awarded in the name of the Secretary of Defense to joint 
activities for meritorious achievement or service, superior to that which is 
normally expected, under any of the following conditions: 

(1) During action in combat with an armed enemy of the United 
States. 

(2) In a declared national emergency situation. 

(3) Under extraordinary circumstances that involve national 
interests. 



c. Service members, when authorized, shall wear an oak-leaf cluster 
for each additional award of the JMUA. 

3. Valorous Unit Award (Army) 

a. Awarded by the Department of the Army to units of the Armed Forces 
of the United States for extraordinary heroism in action against an armed 
enemy of the United States under any of the following conditions: 

(1) When engaged in military operations involving conflict with 
an opposing foreign force. 

(2) while serving with friendly forces engaged in an armed 
conflict against an opposing armed force in which the United States is not a 
belligerent party for actions occurring on or after August 3, 1963. 

b. The Valorous Unit Award requires a lesser degree of gallantry, 
determination and esprit de corps than that required of the Presidential Unit 
Citation. 

c. Service members, when authorized, shall wear a bronze oak-leaf 
cluster for each additional award of the Valorous Unit Award they receive. 

4. Meritorious Unit Commendation (Army) 

a. Awarded by the Department of the Army to units for exceptionally 
meritorious conduct in performance of outstanding services for at least 
6 continuous months during the period of military operations against an armed 
enemy occurring on or after January 1, 1944. Service in the combat zone is 
not required; however, it must be directly related to the combat effort. 

b. Service members, when authorized, shall wear a bronze oak-leaf 
cluster for each additional award of the ~eritorious Unit Award (Army) they 
receive. 

5. Navy Unit Commendation 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Navy, ALNAV 224, (reference 
(hhh) ) . 

b. Awarded by the Secretary of the Navy to any unit of the U.S. Navy 
or U.S. Marine Corps which, subsequent to December 6, 1941, distinguished 
itself by either: 

(1) Outstanding heroism in action against the enemy, but not 
sufficient to warrant award of the Presidential Unit Citation. 

( 2 )  Extremely meritorious service not involving combat, but in 
support of military operations which was outstanding when compared to other 
units performing similar service. The Navy Unit Commendation may be awarded 
to other units of the Armed Forces of the United States and of friendly 
foreign nations serving with the Armed Forces of the United States provided 
such units meet the standards established by the Department of the Navy. 

6. Air Force Outstandinq Unit Award 

a. Authorized by Department of the Air Force General Orders 1 
(reference (iii) ) . 

b. Awarded by the Secretary of the Air Force to units which have 
distinguished themselves by exceptionally meritorious service or outstanding 
achievement that clearly sets the unit above and apart from similar units. 



The service or achievement may be in: 

(1) Performance of exceptionally meritorious service of national 
or international significance. 

(2) Accomplishment of a specific outstanding achievement of 
national or international significance. 

(3) Combat operations against an armed enemy of the United 
States. 

(4) Military operations involving conflict with or exposure to 
hostile actions by an opposing foreign force. 

c. Certain devices, depending upon the circumstances, may be worn on 
the service ribbon: 

(1) Oak-Leaf Cluster. A bronze oak-leaf cluster for subsequent 
awards when authorized. 

(2) "V" Device. A bronze "V" device when the award of the Air 
Force Outstanding Unit Award is made to a unit for combat or direct combat 
support. 

7. Coast Guard Unit Commendation 

a. Authorized by the Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, January 1, 1963 

b. Awarded by the Commandant to any U.S. Coast Guard unit, which 
distinguished itself by valorous or extremely meritorious service in support 
of U.S. Coast Guard operations. Such operations are noncombatant in nature 
and are considered outstanding when compared to other units performing similar 
service. The Coast Guard Unit Commendation may be awarded to other units of 
the Armed Forces provided such units meet the standards established by the 
U.S. Coast Guard. 

c. The Operational Distinguishing Device (silver letter "0") may be 
worn on the service ribbon of the Coast Guard Unit Commendation when 
authorized. 

8. Army Superior Unit Award 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Army, April 8, 1985. 

b. Awarded by the Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, for outstanding meri- 
torious performance of a unit of a uniquely difficult and challenging mission 
under extraordinary circumstances that involved the national interest during 
peacetime. The unit must display such outstanding devotion and superior per- 
formance of exceptionally difficult tasks as to set it apart and above other 
units with similar missions. 

9. Meritorious Unit Commendation (Navv) 

a. Authorized by SECNAVNOTE 1650 (reference (eee)) 

b. Awarded by the Secretary of the Navy to any unit of the U.S. Navy 
or U.S. Marine Corps which distinguished itself, by either valorous or meri- 
torious achievement considered outstanding when compared to other units per- 
forming similar service, but not sufficient to justify award of the Navy Unit 
Commendation. Service may be under either combat or noncombat conditions. 



10. Air Force Orqanizational Excellence Award 

a. Authorized by Secretary of the Air Force, August 26, 1969 

b. The Air Force Organizational Excellence Award is intended to 
recognize the achievements and accomplishments of U.S. Air Force organizations 
or activities that do not meet the eligibility requirements for the Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Award. 

c. Certain devices, depending upon the circumstances, may be worn on 
the service ribbon: 

(1) Oak-Leaf Cluster. A bronze oak-leaf cluster for subsequent 
awards when authorized. 

(2) "V" Device. A bronze "V" device when the award of the Air 
Force Organizational Excellence Award is made to a unit for combat or direct 
combat support. 

11. Coast Guard Meritorious Unit Commendation Medal 
I 

a. Authorized by the Cornandant, U.S. Coast Guard, November 13, 1973. 

b. Awarded by the Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, to any unit of the 
U.S. Coast Guard which has distinguished itself by either valorous or 
meritorious achievement or service in support of U.S. Coast Guard operations. 
Such operations are noncombatant in nature and are outstanding when compared 
to other units performing similar service but not sufficient to justify award 
of the Coast Guard Unit Commendation Medal. The Coast Guard Meritorious Unit 
Commendation Medal may be awarded to other units of the Armed Forces ~rovided 
such units meet the standards established by the U.S. Coast Guard. 

c. The Operational Distinguishing Device (silver letter " 0 " )  may be 
worn on the service ribbon of the Coast Guard Meritorious Unit Commendation 
Medal when authorized. 

12. Navv "En Ribbon 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Navy. 

b. This ribbon denotes permanent duty on and/or with ships or 
squadrons that won the battle efficiency competitions subsequent to 
July 1, 1974. 



APPENDIX C 

DOD ACTIVITIES AWARDED 
THE JMUA 

DoD Activity 

Electronic Warfare During 
Close Air Support Joint Test Force 

Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, 
Washington, DC 

Atlantic Command Electronic 
Intelligence Center 

4477th Test and Evaluation Squadron 
(USAF) 

Defense Attach6 Office 
San Salvador, El Salvador 

Joint Communications Support 
Element, U.S. Readiness Command 

Defense Language Institute 
English Language Center 

Intelligence Center Pacific 

Joint Special Operations Support 
Element, U.S. Readiness Command 

Joint United States Military Mission 
for Aid to Turkey, United States 
European Command 

United States Military Group 
El Salvador 

United States Military Liaison Mission 
to CINC, Group of Soviet Forces in 
Germany, United States European Command 

Defense Nuclear Agency 

Commander in Chief of Allied 
Forces Southern Europe Band 

Morocco - U.S. Liaison Office 
Office of Military Cooperation 
Cairo, Egypt 

Defense Attache Office 
Nicosia, Cyprus 

Defense Mapping Agency 

U.S. Defense Attache' Office, 
Tel Aviv, Israel 

Inclusive Dates 

15 Mar 76 - 30 Sep 82 

27 Mar 77 - 3 Sep 86 

1 Jan 79 - 31 Dec 83 

1 Feb 79 - 1 Feb 84 

1 Oct 79 - 30 Apr 81 

1 Nov 79 - 31 Dec 83 

1 Jan 80 - 30 Jun 83 

1 Sep 80 - 21 Mar 83 
30 Sep 80 - 30 Sep 84 

18 Dec 80 - 30 Jun 86 

1 Jan 81 - 7 Jun 85 

1 Jan 81 - 31 Mar 85 

1 Ju1 81 - 30 Jun 84 

1 Oct 81 - 31 Mar 83 

1 Oct 81 - 30 Jun 83 

1 Oct 81 - 30 Sep 83 

1 Jun 82 - 31 Dec 83 

1 Jun 82 - 1 Jun 84 

1 Jun 82 - 31 Mar 85 



DoD Activity 

HQ U.S. Military Observer Group, U.N. 
Truce Supervision Organization 
Jerusalem, Israel 

Defense Attache Office 
Beirut, Lebanon 

U.S. Military Entrance 
Processing Command 

U.S. Military Training Mission 
to Saudi Arabia (2 Awards) 

U.S. European Command Defense 
Analysis Center 

Naval Explosive Ordnance Disposal 
Technology Center, Indian Head, MD 

Joint Strategic Target Planning Staff, 
Offutt AFB, NE 

Defense Fuel Region Caribbean 
Defense Logistics Agency 

Campaign Management Control Activity 

Central America Joint Intelligence Team, 
Defense Intelligence Agency 

Amphibious Construction Battalion Two 

White House Communications Agency 

Joint U.S. Military Aid Group Greece 

Joint Special Operations Command 

Defense Intelligence Agency, Foreign 
Acquisition Team (Grenada) 

4477th Test and Evaluation Squadron, 57th 
Fighter Weapons Wing, Tactical Air 
Command (1st OLCI 

Defense Attache' Office, Islamabad, Pakistan, 
Defense Intelligence Agency 

Strategic Defense Initiative Organization 

Joint Task Force - Bravo, Honduras, 
U.S. Southern Command 

U.S. Liaison Office, Kuwait 

Joint Casualty Resolution Center 
U.S. Pacific Command 

Armed Forces Courier Service 

Inclusive Dates 

5 Jun 82 - 5 Jun 83 

8 Jun 82 - 30 Sep 84 

1 Jul 82 - 30 Apr 85 

22 Jul 82 - 31 Dec 84 
tand)l Jan 84 - 1 Oct 86 

1 Aug 82 - 2 Jul 87 

20 Aug 82 - 7 Jun 84 

1 Oct 82 - 30 Sep 85 

1 Nov 82 - 31 Jan 84 

1 Mar 83 - 31 Jan 85 

27 May 83 - 1 Jun 86 

2 Jul 83 - 30 Oct 84 
1 Aug 83 - 31 Jul 85 

1 Sep 8 3  - 8 Aug 86 

21 Oct 83 - 28 Oct 83 

30 Oct 83 - 16 Nov 83 

2 Feb 84 - 1 Feb 87 

1 Apr 84 - 1 Apr 86 

24 Apr 84 - 30 Apr 86 
1 Aug 84 - 31 Jul 87 

1 Oct 84 - 30 Sep 86 

1 Jan 85 - 30 Jun 86 

1 Jan 85 - 1 Jan 87 



DOD Activity Inclusive Dates 

Elements of the Defense Intelligence Agency 1 Jun 85 - 1 Jun 86 

Remote Operations Facility, Airborne, 
National Security Agency/Central 
Security Services 

14 Jun 85 - 30 Jun 85 

U.S. Defense Attache' Office, Tunis, Tunisia 1 Aug 85 - 1 Dec 86 ' 

Joint Special Operations Command and 
Certain of its Forces, Joint Special 
Operations Command 

Joint Electronic Warfare Center, 
San Antonio, TX 

U.S. Defense Attachef Office, Manila, 
Republic of the Philippines 

Advance Medium Range Air-to-Air Missile 
Joint System Program Office 

Fourth Allied Tactical Air Force 
Signal Group 

United States European Command Defense 
Analysis Center (2 Awards) 

Joint Deployment Agency 

U.S. Defense Attache' Office, Moscow 

NAVSTAR Global Positioning Joint 
Program Off ice 

Operation Praying Mantis 

Headquarters, United States 
Transportation Command 

On-Site Inspection Agency 

Menwith Hill Station, North 
~orkshire, England 

U.S. Military Observer Group, United 
Nations Truce Supervision 
Organization 

Defense Advisor, U.S. Mission to 
NATO Brussels, Belgium 

White House Communications Agency 

Defense Attache' Office, Managua, 
Nicaragua 

Defense Attache' Office, Rangoon, 
Burma 

Defense Courier Service 

8 Oct 85 - 11 Oct 85 

8 Jan 86 - 30 Sep 86 

31 Jan 86 - 26 Feb 86 

1 Oct 84 - 31 Dec 86 

1 Jul 84 - 30 Jun 86 

1 Aug 82 - 2 Jul 87 
(and) 1 Aug 82 - 9 Apr 87 

1 May 79 - 14 Apr 87 
22 Oct 86 - 1 Mar 87 

1 Jan 85 - 31 Dec 86 

18 Apr 88 - 19 Apr 88 
17 Apr 87 - 1 Oct 89 

15 Jan 88 -31 Dec 88 

1 May 87 - 1 Sep 88 

1 Oct 87 - 1 Oct 88 

1 Jan 88 - 31 Dec 88 

1 Aug 85 - 31 Aug 89 

1 Aug 86 - 31 Mar 89 

1 Mar 88 - 15 Oct 89 

2 Jan 87 - 31 Dec 88 



DoD Activity 

Special Intelligence Squadron, 
U.S. Army Office of Military 
Support, Fort Geo 

Defense Attache' Office, Beijing, 
People's Republic of China 

U.S. Southern Command 

Operations/Telecommunications/ 
Computer Services Organizations, 
NSA/CSS 

Inclusive Dates 

1 Feb 85 - 3 Nov 89 

19 May 89 - 10 Jun 89 

11 May 89 - 31 Jan 90 
28 Jun 87 - 15 Dec 88 



APPENDIX D 

U.S. SERVICE MEDALS, CAMPAIGN MEDALS, AND SERVICE RIBBONS 

The Navy Good Conduct Medal, o r i g i n a l l y  i n  t h e  form of a badge, au tho r i zed  i n  
t h e  l a t e  1800s, was t h e  f i r s t  award s p e c i f i c a l l y  des igned  t o  recognize t h e  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  of an i n d i v i d u a l .  Since t h a t  t i m e  t h e r e  have been over  
80 d i f f e r e n t  s e r v i c e  medals, campaign medals, and s e r v i c e  r ibbons des igned .  
The fo l lowing  i s  a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  va r ious  s e r v i c e  medals, campaign 
medals, and s e r v i c e  r ibbons t h a t  have been au tho r i zed  f o r  t h e  Armed Se rv i ce s  
of t h e  United S t a t e s .  With t h e  except ion  of Defense awards, t h e  S e c r e t a r i e s  
concerned a r e  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  p o l i c i e s  and procedures  i nvo lv ing  t h e i r  
Se rv i ce  awards. S p e c i f i c  e l i g i b i l i t y  requirements  a r e  o u t l i n e d  i n  Serv ice  
d i r e c t i v e s  o r ,  i n  t h e  ca se  of Defense awards, t h i s  Manual and should be 
consu l t ed  i n  determining an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  e l i g i b i l i t y .  

1. Navy Good Conduct Medal 

a .  Es t ab l i shed  by t h e  Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Navy A p r i l  26, 1869. 

b .  Awarded on a s e l e c t i v e  b a s i s  t o  recognize 4 y e a r s  of cont inuous 
a c t i v e  duty,  above average conduct and p ro f i c i ency  by e n l i s t e d  Serv ice  members 
i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  U.S. Navy o r  U.S. Naval Reserve.  

c .  A bronze s t a r  s h a l l  be worn on t h e  suspension and s e r v i c e  r ibbon 
of t h e  Navy Good Conduct Medal f o r  subsequent awards of t h e  medal. 

2. Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal 

a .  Es t ab l i shed  by t h e  Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Navy, J u l y  20, 1896. 

b .  Awarded on a s e l e c t i v e  b a s i s  t o  e n l i s t e d  Serv ice  members i n  t h e  
Regular U.S. Marine Corps o r  U.S. Marine Corps Reserve t o  recognize good 
behavior  and f a i t h f u l  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  U.S. Marine Corps. 

c. A bronze s t a r  s h a l l  be worn on t h e  suspension and s e r v i c e  ribbon 
of t h e  Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal f o r  subsequent awards of t h e  medal. 

3 .  Dewey Medal 

a .  Authorized by Act of Congress, June 3 ,  1 8 9 8  ( r e f e r e n c e  (jjj)). 

b .  Awarded t o  U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps Serv ice  members who 
were ass igned  t o  any of t h e  fo l lowing  s h i p s  on May 1, 1898: 

USS OLYMPIA 
USS CONCORD 
USS BOSTON 
USS RALEIGH 

USS MCCULLOCH (USRC) ' 
USS BALTIMORE 
USS PETREL 

c.  The medal was a l s o  known a s  t h e  "Manila Bay Medal" and 
commemorated t h e  B a t t l e  of Manila Bay. 

'"uSRC" - United S t a t e s  Revenue C u t t e r .  

4 .  Cardenas Medal of Honor 

a .  Authorized by J o i n t  Resolut ion of Congress, May 3, 1900 
( r e f e r e n c e  (kkk) ) . 



b. Awarded to U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps Service members by the 
Secretary of the Navy for military service of unusual merit in the waters of 
the West Indies and on the shores of Cuba between April 27 and 
August 14, 1898. 

c. A bronze bar, bearing the name of the Service member's ship, was 
worn on the suspension ribbon of the medal. Bronze stars were worn on the 
ribbon to show engagements. 

b. Awarded exclusively to members of the USRC HUDSON for action 
during the Spanish-American War. Intended to recognize the gallantry of the 
officers and men of the USRC HUDSON who in the face of enemy fire towed the 
USS WINSLOW out of range of the enemy guns at Cardenas Harbor. 

5. Specially Meritorious Medal 

a. Authorized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1901 (reference (111)). 

b. Awarded to U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps Service members for 
acts of specially meritorious military service, other than in combat, during 
the war with Spain. Service members who qualified for subsequent awards wore 
an inscribed bronze bar on the suspension ribbon of the medal; however, the 
medal was seldom awarded. 

6. Sampson Medal 

a. Authorized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1901 (reference (111)). 

7. Snanish Campaiqn Medal (Army) 

a. Established by War Department General Orders No. 5 
(reference (m) ) . 

b. Awarded for military service in, or on the high seas en route to, 
any of the following countries: 

(1) Cuba between Fay 11 and July 17, 1898. 

(2) Puerto Rico between July 24 and August 13, 1898. 

( 3 )  Philippine Islands between June 30 and August 16, 1898 

8. Philippine Campaiqn Medal (Army) 

a. Established by (reference (mmm) ) . 

b. Awarded for military service in the Philippine Islands under any 
of the following conditions: 

(1) Ashore between February 4, 1899, and July 4, 1902. 

(2) Ashore in the Department of Mindanao between February 4, 1899 
and December 31, 1904. 

(3) Against the Pulajanes on Leyte between July 20, 1906, and 
June 30, 1907, or on Samar between August 2, 1904, and June 30, 1907. 

(4) With any of the following expeditions: 

(a) Against Pala on Jolo between April and May 1905. 

(b) Against Datu Ali on Mindanao in October 1905 



(c) Against hostile Moros on Mount Bud-Dajo, Jalo in 
March 1906. 

(d) Against hostile Moros on Mount Bagsac, Jolo, between 
January and July 1913. 

(e) Against hostile Moros on Mindanao or Jolo between 1910 
and 1913. 

(5) In any action against hostile natives in which U.S. troops 
were killed or wounded between February 4, 1899, and December 31, 1913. 

9. China Campaiqn Medal 

a. Established by War Department General Orders No. 5 
(reference (m) ) . 

b. Awarded for military service ashore in China with the Peking 
Relief Expedition between June 20, 1900, and May 27, 1901. 

10. Philippine Conqressional Medal 

a. ~stablished by the Act of Congress June 29, 1906 
(reference (nnn) ) . 

b. Awarded for military service meeting all the following conditions: 

(1) Under a call of the President and entered the U.S. Army 
between April 21, and October 26, 1898. 

(2) Served beyond the date on which entitled to discharge. 

(3) Was ashore in the Philippine Islands between 
February 4, 1899, and July 4, 1902. 

11. Civil War Campaiqn Medal (Army) 

a. Established by War Department General Orders No. 12 
(reference (000) ) . 

b. Awarded for military service between April 15, 1861, and 
April 9, 1865, or in Texas between April 15, 1861, and August 20, 1866. 

12. Indian Campaiqn Medal 

a. Established by War Department General Orders No. 12 
(reference (000) ) . 

b. Awarded for military service in a campaign against any tribes or 
in any areas listed in subparagraphs 12.b.(l) through 12.b.(2) (k), below, 
during the indicated periods. 

(1) Southern Oregon, Idaho, northern California, and Nevada 
between 1865 and 1868. 

(2) Comanches and confederate tribes in Kansas, Colorado, Texas, 
New Mexico, and Indian Territory between 1867 and 1875. 

(a) Modoc War in 1872 and 1873. 

(b) Apaches in Arizona in 1873 



(9) 
Oc tobe r  1879.  

( h )  
November 1 8 8 0 .  

C j 1 
J a n u a r y  1891.  

Nor the rn  Cheyennes and  S ioux  i n  1876 and 1877.  

Nez P e r c e  War i n  1877.  

Bannock War i n  1878.  

Nor the rn  Cheyennes i n  1878 and  1879.  

Sheep-Eaters ,  P i u t e s ,  and  Bannocks between June  and  

Utes  i n  Co lo rado  and Utah between September 1879 and  

Apaches i n  Ar izona  and  N e w  Mexico i n  1885 and  1886.  

S ioux  i n  Sou th  Dakota between November 1890 and  

( k )  H o s t i l e  I n d i a n s  i n  any a c t i o n  i n  which U.S. t r o o p s  were 
k i l l e d  o r  wounded between 1865 and  1831.  

1 3 .  C i v i l  War Campaiqn Medal (Navy) 

a .  A u t h o r i z e d  by Navy Department S p e c i a l  O r d e r s  8 1  ( r e f e r e n c e  ( p p p ) ) .  

b .  Awarded t o  U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps S e r v i c e  members f o r  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War between A p r i l  15 ,  1861,  and 
A p r i l  9, 1865.  

1 4 .  S p s n i s h  Campaiqn Medal (Navy and Mar ine  Corps)  

a .  ~ u t h o r i z e d  by r e f e r e n c e  (ppp)  and Navy Department S p e c i a l  O r d e r s  
82 ( r e f e r e n c e  (qqq)  ) . 

b. Awarded t o  U . S .  Navy and U.S. Mar ine  Corps S e r v i c e  members f o r  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  a f l o a t  o r  on s h o r e  i n  Cuba, P u e r t o  Rico ,  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  o r  
Guam between A p r i l  2 0 ,  1898,  and  December 10 ,  1899.  

15. P h i l i p p i n e  Campaiqn Medal (Navy] 

a .  A u t h o r i z e d  by  Navy Department S p e c i a l  Orde r s  81, 
( r e f e r e n c e  (ppp)  ) . 

b .  Awarded t o  U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps S e r v i c e  members who 
s e r v e d  on s h o r e  i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  I s l a n d s  between Februa ry  4 ,  1899, and  
J u l y  4, 1902,  o r  on s h o r e  i n  Nundanoa, c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  U.S. Army between 
F e b r u a r y  4 ,  1898, and December 31, 1 9 0 4 .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  S e r v i c e  members s e r v i n g  
on c e r t a i n  v e s s e l s  i n  t h e  a r e a  were a l s o  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  medal .  

1 6 .  China R e l i e f  E x p e d i t i o n  Medal 

a .  A u t h o r i z e d  by r e f e r e n c e  [ppp) . 
b .  Awarded t o  U . S .  Navy and U.S. Marine  Corps S e r v i c e  members who 

s e r v e d  pn s h o r e  i n  China  w i t h  t h e  Pek ing  R e l i e f  E x p e d i t i o n  between 
May 24, 1900, and  May 27, 1901.  Also ,  S e r v i c e  members a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  s h i p s  a t  t h e  same t i m e  were e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  award: 

USS BROOKLYN 
USS IRIS 
USS NASHVILLE 

USS BUFFALO 
USS MONOCACY 
USS NEW ORLEANS 



USS NEWARK 
USS WHEELING 
USS ZAFIRO 

USS SOLACE 
USS YORKTOWN 

1 7 .  Army o f  Cuban P a c i f i c a t i o n  Medal 

a .  E s t a b l i s h e d  by War Department Genera l  O r d e r s  No. 96, 
( r e f e r e n c e  ( r r r )  ) . 

b. Awarded f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  Cuba between Oc tobe r  6, 1906,  and 
A p r i l  1, 1909.  

1 8 .  Navy Cuban P a c i f i c a t i o n  Medal 

a .  A u t h o r i z e d  by Navy Department Genera l  O r d e r s  No. 30 
( r e f e r e n c e  ( s ss ) )  . 

b .  Awarded t o  U.S. Navy and  U.S. Mar ine  Corps S e r v i c e  members who 
s e r v e d  a s h o r e  i n  Cuba between September 12 ,  1906,  and  A p r i l  1, 1909,  o r  
a t t a c h e d  t o  c e r t a i n  s h i p s  w i t h i n  t h e  same p e r i o d  of  t i m e .  

1 9 .  N ica raguan  Campaiqn Medal 

a .  A u t h o r i z e d  by  P r e s i d e n t i a l  Orde r ,  ( r e f e r e n c e  ( t t t ) ) .  

b .  Awarded t o  U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps  S e r v i c e  members who 
s e r v e d  i n  Nica ragua  o r  a b o a r d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s h i p s  between J u l y  29,  1912,  and  
November 1 4 ,  1912:  

USS ANNAPOLIS 
USS CLEVELAND 
USS DENVER 
USS MARYLAND 

USS CALIFORNIA 
USS COLORADO 
USS GLACIER 
USS TACOMA ( l a n d i n g  p a r t y )  

20 .  Armv o f  Cuban Occupat ion  Medal 

a .  E s t a b l i s h e d  by War Department Genera l  O r d e r s  No. 4 0  
( r e f e r e n c e  (uuu)  ) . 

b .  Awarded f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  Cuba between J u l y  18 ,  1898,  and 
May 2 0 ,  1902.  

2 1 .  Mexican S e r v i c e  Medal (Army) 

a .  E s t a b l i s h e d  by War Department Genera l  O r d e r s  No. 155 
( r e f e r e n c e  (vvv)  ) . 

b .  Awarded f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  any of  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x p e d i t i o n s  
o r  engagements : 

(1) Vera Cruz E x p e d i t i o n  (Mexico) -- between A p r i l  2 4  and 
November 26, 1914.  

( 2 )  P u n i t i v e  E x p e d i t i o n  (Mexico) -- between March 1 4 ,  1916,  and  
F e b r u a r y  7,  1917.  

(3 )  Buena V i s t a ,  Mexico -- December 1, 1917.  

( 4 )  San Berna rd ino  Canon, Mexico -- December 26,  1917 

(5)  LeGru l l a ,  Texas -- J a n u a r y  8 t h r o u g h  9 ,  1918.  



23. Mexican S e r v i c e  Medal (Navy) 

a .  Author ized by Navy Department General  Orders  No. 365 
( r e f e r e n c e  (xxx) ) . 

( 6 )  P i l a r e s ,  Mexico -- March 28 ,  1918. 

(7 )  Nogales,  Arizona -- between November 1 through  5,  1915, o r  on 
August 2 7 ,  1918. 

( 8 )  E l  Paso,  Texas and J u a r e z ,  Mexico -- June 1 5  through 
16,  1919. 

( 9 )  Any a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  h o s t i l e  Mexican f o r c e s  i n  which U . S .  
t r o o p s  were k i l l e d  o r  wounded between A p r i l  1 2 ,  1911, and February 7, 1917. 

2 2 .  H a i t i a n  Campaiqn Medal 

a .  Author ized by Navy Department General  Orders  No. 305 
( r e f e r e n c e  ( w w w )  ) . 

b .  Awarded t o  U . S .  Navy and U . S .  Marine Corps S e r v i c e  members who 
s e r v e d  i n  H a i t i  between July 9 and December 6 ,  1915, o r  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  t o  s h i p s  
s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  H a i t i a n  Campaign. 

b .  Awarded t o  U.S. Navy and U . S .  Marine Corps S e r v i c e  members who 
s e r v e d  a s h o r e  d u r i n g  t h e  Vera Cruz Exped i t ion  between A p r i l  21  
th rough  23, 1914. Also,  awarded t o  S e r v i c e  members who s e r v e d  aboard  c e r t a i n  
s h i p s  between A p r i l  21 and November 2 6 ,  1 9 1 4 ,  and between March 14,  1916, and 
February 7, 1917. 

2 4 .  Spanish War S e r v i c e  Medal 

a .  E s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Act of Congress,  J u l y  9 ,  1918 
( r e f e r e n c e  (yyy)  ) . 

b. Awarded f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  between A p r i l  2 0 ,  1898, and 
A p r i l  11, 1899, t o  s e r v i c e  members no t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  Spanish Campaign 
Medal. 

25. Mexican Border S e r v i c e  Medal 

a .  E s t a b l i s h e d  by r e f e r e n c e  (yyy) 

b. Awarded t o  members of t h e  U . S .  Na t iona l  Guard and t h e  Regular  U.S. 
Army f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  on t h e  Mexican Border between May 9, 1916, and 
March 24, 1917, o r  wi th  t h e  Mexican Border P a t r o l  between January  1, 1916, and 
A p r i l  6,  1917. S e r v i c e  members e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  Mexican S e r v i c e  Medal were 
i n e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  Mexican Border S e r v i c e  Medal. 

26. A r m v  of P u e r t o  Rican Occupat ional  Medal 

a .  E s t a b l i s h e d  by War Department Compila t ion of Orders ,  Change 1 5  
( r e f e r e n c e  ( z z z )  ) . 

b.  Awarded f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  P u e r t o  Rico between August 1 4  and 
~ecernbe; 10,  1898. 

2 7 .  World War I V i c t o r y  Medal 

a .  E s t a b l i s h e d  by Act of Congress i n  1919 ( r e f e r e n c e  ( a a a a ) ) .  
Promulgated t o  t h e  Armed S e r v i c e s  by War Department General  Orders  No. 48, and 



Navy Department General Orders No. 482 (references (bbbb) and (cccc) ) . 
b. Awarded for combat service between April 6, 1917, and 

November 11, 1918, or with either of the following expeditions: 

(1) American Expeditionary Forces in European Russia between 
November 12, 1918 and August 5, 1919. 

(2) American Expeditionary Forces in Siberia between 
November 23, 1918, and April 1, 1920. 

c. U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps Service Members. Awarded to all 
persons in the naval service who served on active duty between April 6, 1917, 
and November 11, 1918, or who entered the naval service on or after November 
12, 1918, and prior to March 30, 1920, and served not less than 10 days on 
shore in Northern Russia or Siberia or who were attached to one of the 
following vessels: 

USS ALBANY 
USS BROOKLYN 
USS DES MOINES 
USS EAGLE NO. 1 
USS EAGLE NO. 2 

USS EAGLE NO. 3 
USS NEW ORLEANS 
USS SACPAMENTO 
USS SOUTH DAKOTA 
USS YANKTON 

d. Recipients of the World War I Victory Medal, depending upon the 
individual circumstances, were authorized to wear either clasps (battle or 
service) and service stars with the medal. 

(1) Battle Clasp 

(a) A bronze bar with the name of the campaign or the words 
"Defense Sector," and a star at each end of the inscription. Recipients must 
have actually been present for duty under competent orders in the combat zone 
during the period in which the unit was engaged in combat. Only one 
"Defensive Sector" clasp may be awarded to Service members for military 
service in one or more engagements not included in any named campaign. 

Authorized battle clasps for Army Service members are: 

Carnbrai sornme Offensive 
Somme Defense Oise-Aisne 
LY s Ypres-Lys 
Aisne St. Mihiel 
Montdidier-Noyon Meuse-Argonne 
Champagne-Marne Vittorio-Veneto 
Aisne-Marne nefensive Sector 

Authorized battle clasps for Naval personnel are: 

Aisne 1 June 1918 to 5 June 1918 
Aisne-Marne 18 July 1918 to 20 July 1918 
St. Mihiel 12 September 1918 to 16 September 1918 
Meuse-Argonne* 29 September 1918 to 10 October 1918 

21 October 1918 to 22 October 1918 
25 October 1918 to 11 November 1918 

Navy and Marine Corps Defense - Sector Clasps: 

Toulon-Troyon (Lorraine) 18 March 1918 to 13 May 1918 
Chateau-Thierry (Ile de 6 June 1918 to 16 July 1918 
France) 

Marbache (Lorraine) 6 August 1918 to 16 August 1918 



Limey ( L o r r a i n e )  10 t o  11 September 1918 

*Only one Meuse-Argonne b a t t l e  c l a s p  t o  a S e r v i c e  member 

( 2 )  S e r v i c e  Clasp  

( a )  A bronze b a r  wi th  t h e  name of t h e  c o u n t r y  o r  d u t y  p e r -  
formed i n s c r i b e d ,  t h e r e o n .  Awarded t o  S e r v i c e  members n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  b a t t l e  
c l a s p s .  Army S e r v i c e  members may wear one c l a s p  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  each 
coun t ry ,  whereas U.S. Navy and U . S .  Marine Corps S e r v i c e  members may on ly  wear 
one s e r v i c e  c l a s p .  

(b) Author ized s e r v i c e  c l a s p s  a r e :  

1 T r a n s p o r t .  R e g u l a r l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  a t r a n s p o r t  o r  
c a r g o  v e s s e l  f o r  one voyage a c r o s s  t h e  North A t l a n t i c  between A p r i l  6 ,  1917, 
and November 11, 1918. 

2 E s c o r t .  Regula r ly  a t t a c h e d  t o  an e s c o r t  v e s s e l  
f o r  one voyage a c r o s s t h e  North A t l a n t i c  between A p r i l  6,  1917, and 
November 11, 1918. 

3 Armed Guard. Regula r ly  a t t a c h e d  t o  an armed g u a r d  
v e s s e l  f o r  one voyage ;;cross t h e  North A t l a n t i c  between A p r i l  6, 1917, and 
November 11, 1918. 

4 Grand F l e e t .  Regula r ly  a t t a c h e d  t o  any v e s s e l  
forming p a r t  of t h e  ~ r & d  f l e e t  between December 9, 1917, and 
November 11, 1918. 

5 P a t r o l .  For s e r v i c e  on t h e  h igh  s e a s  on such d u t y  
e a s t  of t h e  37 th  meridran and n o r t h  of t h e  e q u a t o r  between A p r i l  6 ,  1917, and 
November 11, 1918, and on t h e  h i g h  s e a s  of t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean n o r t h  of t h e  
e q u a t o r  between May 25, 1918, and November 11, 1918. 

6 Submarine. Same c r i t e r i a  a s  subparagraph 27 .  - 
c .  (2 )  (b) 5, above.  

7 D e s t r o v e r .  Same c r i t e r i a  a s  subparagraph 27 - 
c .  (2 )  (b )  , 5, above.  

8  viat ti on. Same c r i t e r i a  a s  subparagraph 27. c .  ( 2 )  (b )  - 
5, above.  - 

9 Naval B a t t e r y .  For s e r v i c e  on such d u t y  from 
Ju ly  1 0 ,  1918, t o  ~ove;;;ber 11, 1918. 

10 White Sea.  For s e r v i c e  on any v e s s e l  which made a 
Russian p o r t  d u r i n g  s z h  s e r v i c e  from A p r i l  6, 1917, t o  November 11, 1918, o r  
any combatant s h i p  i n  a Russian p o r t  on t h e  White Sea n o t  less t h a n  10 days  
from November 12 ,  1918, t o  J u l y  31, 1919. 

11 A s i a t i c .  For s e r v i c e  on any v e s s e l  which made a 
S i b e r i a n  p o r t  d u r i n g  s u c h  s e r v i c e  from A p r i l  6, 1917, t o  November 11, 1918, o r  
any combatant s h i p  i n  a S i b e r i a n  p o r t  no t  l e s s  t h a n  10  days  from 
November 12, 1918, t o  March 30 ,  1920. 

12 Mine Laving. For s e r v i c e  on such d u t y  from 
May 26, 1918, t o  ~ o v e m b e r  11, 1918. 

1 3  Mine Sweeping. For  s e r v i c e  on such d u t y  from - 



A p r i l  6,  1917,  u n t i l  mine sweeping  was comple t ed .  

1 4  S a l v a q e .  Fo r  s e r v i c e  on s u c h  d u t y  f rom 
A p r i l  6 ,  1917,  t o  Novymber 11, 1918.  

1 5  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  F o r  s e r v i c e  on  s u c h  d u t y  f rom May 
25, 1918,  t o  N o v e m b e r l l ,  1918.  

1 6  Over seas .  F o r  s e r v i c e  on s h o r e  i n  a l l i e d  o r  enemy 
c o u n t r i e s  of  Europe f rom A p r i l  6 ,  1917,  t o  November 11, 1918.  

17  Mobi le  Base .  F o r  s e r v i c e  on t e n d e r s  a n d  r e p a i r  
v e s s e l s  on s u c h  d u t v  =st of  t h e  3 7 t h  m e r i d i a n  a n d  n o r t h  of  t h e  e q u a t o r  
be tween A p r i l  6 ,  1 9 i 7 ,  and  November 11, 1918.  

1 8  Submarine C h a s e r s .  Fo r  s e r v i c e  on t h e  h i g h  s e a s  on 
s u c h  d u t y  e a s t  o f  t h e T 7 t h  m e r i d i a n  a n d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  e q u a t o r  be tween 
A p r i l  6 , -1917,  a n d  November 11, 1918, a n d  on t h e  h i g h  s e a s  of  t h e  A t l a n t i c  
Ocean n o r t h  o f  t h e  e q u a t o r  be tween May 25, 1918,  a n d  November 11, 1918.  

1 9  W e s t  I n d i e s .  A u t h o r i z e d  f o r  t h o s e  Navy a n d  Mar ine  
Corps  S e r v i c e  m e m b e r s y h o  s e r v e d  i n  H a i t i ,  S a n t o  Dominqo, Cuba, o r  t h e  V i r q i n  
1 s l i n d s  be tween A p r i l  6, 1917,  and ~ o v e m b e r  11, 1918,  b o t h  d a t e s  i n c l u s i v e :  

20 R u s s i a .  ( F o r  Naval p e r s o n n e l )  s e r v i c e  on s h o r e  i n  
N o r t h e r n  R u s s i a  f rom z v e m b e r  12 ,  1918,  t o  J u l y  31, 1919.  

21  S i b e r i a .  ( F o r  Naval  p e r s o n n e l )  s e r v i c e  on s h o r e  i n  
S i b e r i a  f rom Novembery2 ,  1918,  t o  March 30 ,  1920.  

22 F r a n c e .  ( F o r  Naval  p e r s o n n e l )  t h o s e  who s a i l e d  - -  
f rom t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p r i o r  t o  November 11, 1918,  e n r o u t e  t o  F r a n c e ,  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  d a t e  o f  a r r i v a l  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y  o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w i t h o u t  d i s e m b a r k i n g .  

above .  
23 Enqland.  Same a s  s u b p a r a g r a p h  27.  c . ( 2 ) ( b )  22, - 

24 m. Same a s  s u b p a r a g r a p h  27 .  c .  ( 2 )  ( b )  22,  above  - 
( 3 )  S e r v i c e  S t a r s  

( a )  U.S. Army S e r v i c e  Members. One b r o n z e  s t a r  worn on t h e  
s e r v i c e  r i b b o n  o f  t h e  World War I V i c t o r y  Medal d e n o t e s  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  e a c h  
b a t t l e  c l a s p .  A s i l v e r  s t a r  i s  worn i n s t e a d  of  f i v e  b r o n z e  s e r v i c e  s t a r s .  No 
s t a r  i s  worn t o  d e n o t e  p o s s e s s i o n  of  a  s e r v i c e  c l a s p .  

( b )  U.S. Navy and  U.S. Mar ine  Corps  S e r v i c e  Members. One 
b r o n z e  s t a r  s h a l l  b e  worn on t h e  s e r v i c e  r i b b o n  o f  t h e  World War I V i c t o r y  
Medal i n s t e a d  of  c l a s p  a u t h o r i z e d .  When a  S e r v i c e  member h a s  been  commended 
a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  r e c o r n e n d a t i o n  of t h e  b o a r d  of  awards  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  
t h e  Navy f o r  pe r fo rmance  of  d u t y  d u r i n g  World War I n o t  j u s t i f y i n g  t h e  award 
of  a  Medal o f  Honor, a  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  S e r v i c e  Medal, o r  a  Navy C r o s s ,  h e  o r  s h e  
s h a l l  wear  a  s i l v e r  s t a r  f o r  e a c h  c i t a t i o n .  

( 4 )  A b r o n z e  M a l t e s e  c r o s s  s h a l l  b e  worn on t h e  s e r v i c e  r i b b o n  f o r  
t h o s e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  e n l i s t e d  S e r v i c e  members o f  t h e  U.S. Mar ine  Corps  a n d  
Med ica l  Corps ,  U.S. Navy, who were a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  American E x p e d i t i o n a r y  
F o r c e s  i n  F r a n c e  any t i m e  be tween A p r i l  6 ,  1917,  and  November 11, 1918, a n d  
who a r e  n o t  e n t i t l e d  t o  any  b a t t l e  c l a s p  p r o v i d e d  f o r  by War Depar tment  
G e n e r a l  O r d e r s  No. 83  ( r e f e r e n c e  (dddd) ) . 



28 .  Coas t  Guard Good Conduct  Medal 

a .  A u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  Commandant, U.S. Coas t  Guard, May 18 ,  1921.  

b. Awarded on  a  s e l e c t i v e  b a s i s  t o  e n l i s t e d  S e r v i c e  members i n  t h e  
R e g u l a r  U.S. C o a s t  Guard o r  t h e  U.S. Coas t  Guard Rese rve  who have  been  recom- 
mended by t h e i r  commanding o f f i c e r  o r  d i s t r i c t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r  p r o f i c i e n c y  
i n  r a t i n g ,  s o b r i e t y ,  obed ience ,  i n d u s t r y ,  c o u r a g e ,  a n d  n e a t n e s s  t h r o u g h o u t  a  
s p e c i f i e d  p e r i o d  o f  s e r v i c e .  

c .  Bronze  s e r v i c e  s t a r s  a r e  awarded a n d  worn on  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  and  
s e r v i c e  r i b b o n  of  t h e  Coas t  Guard Good Conduct Medal f o r  s econd  o r  subsequen t  
awards  o f  t h e  medal .  

29 .  Dominican Campaiqn Medal 

a .  A u t h o r i z e d  by Navy Department  G e n e r a l  O r d e r s  No. 76 
( r e f e r e n c e  [eeee) ) . 

b .  Awarded t o  U . S .  Navy a n d  U.S. Mar ine  Corps  S e r v i c e  members who 
s e r v e d  i n  S a n t o  Domingo, Dominican R e p u b l i c ,  o r  were a t t a c h e d  t o  s p e c i f i c  
s h i p s  be tween May 5 and  December 4 ,  1 9 1 6 .  

30.  H a i t i a n  Campaiqn Medal (1919  t o  1 9 2 0 )  

a .  A u t h o r i z e d  by Navy Department  G e n e r a l  O r d e r s  No. 77 
( r e f e r e n c e  ( f f f f )  ) . 

b. Awarded t o  U.S. Navy and  U.S.  ~ a r i n e  Corps  S e r v i c e  members who 
were engaged i n  o p e r a t i o n s  ( a s h o r e  o r  a f l o a t )  i n  H a i t i  be tween A p r i l  1, 1919,  
a n d  J u n e  1 5 ,  1920.  

31. NC-4 Medal 

a .  A u t h o r i z e d  by Act of  Congres s ,  F e b r u a r y  9, 1929 
( r e f e r e n c e  (gggg)  ) . 

b .  C r e a t e d  by t h e  Congres s  a n d  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  ach ievemen t s  
o f  t h e  s e v e n  S e r v i c e  members of  t h e  NC-4 F l y i n g  Boat  i n  making t h e  f i r s t  s u c -  
c e s s f u l  t r a n s a t l a n t i c  f l i g h t  i n  May 1919 .  

32 .  Second N i c a r a s u a n  Campaian Medal 

a .  A u t h o r i z e d  by Navy Department  G e n e r a l  O r d e r s  No. 197 
( r e f e r e n c e  (hhhh)  ) . 

b. Awarded t o  U.S. Navy a n d  U.S. Mar ine  Corps  S e r v i c e  members who 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  N ica ragua  between August  27, 1926,  and  
J a n u a r y  2, 1933 .  

33 .  Yanqtze  S e r v i c e  Medal 

a .  A u t h o r i z e d  by Navy Department  G e n e r a l  O r d e r s  No. 205 
( r e f e r e n c e  (iiii) ) . 

b. Awarded t o  U . S .  Navy a n d  U.S. Mar ine  Corps  S e r v i c e  member's who 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Yangtze  R i v e r  V a l l e y ,  China be tween 
September  3, 1926,  a n d  O c t o b e r  21 ,  1927,  a n d  be tween March 1, 1930,  a n d  
December 31, 1932.  A l so  awarded t o  S e r v i c e  members on s h o r e  d u t y  i n  Shangha i  
o r  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  t h e  Yangtze  R i v e r  w i t h  a  l a n d i n g  f o r c e  d u r i n g  t h e  same 
p e r i o d s  o f  t i m e .  



34. Byrd Antarctic Expedition Medal 

a. Authorized by Act of Congress, May 23, 1930 (reference ( j j j j ) ) .  

b. Intended to express the admiration of the Government and the 
American people for the members of Byrd Antarctic Expedition of 1928 through 
1930. Issued to Admiral Byrd in gold, his officers in silver, and to other 
personnel in bronze. 

35. Second Byrd Antarctic Expedition Medal 

a. Authorized by Act of Congress, June 2, 1936 (reference (kkkk)) 

b. Awarded to members of the Second Byrd Antarctic Expedition who 
spent the winter night ( 6  months) at Little America or who commanded either 
one of the expedition ships throughout the expedition (1933 through 1935). 

36. Navy and Marine Corps Expeditionary Medals 

a. Authorized by Navy Department General Orders No. 84 
(reference (1111) ) . 

b. Awarded to U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps Service members who 
have actually landed on foreign territory and engaged in operations against 
armed opposition or operated under circumstances deemed to merit special 
recognition and for which no campaign medal has been awarded. 

c. The most recently authorized expeditions are: 

Cuba 3 Jan 61 to 23 Oct 62 
Thailand 16 May 62 to 10 Aug 62 
Indian Ocean and/or Iran 8 Dec 78 to 6 Jun 79 
Indian Ocean and/or Iran 21 Nov 79 to 20 Oct 81 
Lebanon 20 Aug 82 to 31 May 83 
Libya 20 Jan 86 to 27 Jun 86 
Persian Gulf 1 Feb 87 to 23 Jul 87 

d. Recipients of the Navy or Marine Corps Expeditionary Medals, 
depending upon the circumstances, are authorized to wear certain devices with 
the award. 

(1) Wake Island Clasp and Silver "W" Device. U.S. Navy and U.S. 
Marine Corps Service members who served in the defense of Wake Island, 
December 7 through 22, 1941, are authorized to wear a clasp inscribed with the 
words "Wake Island" on the suspension ribbon on the medal and a silver "W" on 
the service ribbon. 

(2) Bronze Star. A bronze star is authorized to be worn on the 
suspension and service ribbon of the Navy and Marine Corps Expeditionary 
Medals for participation in subsequent expeditions. 

37. Naval Reserve Medal 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Navy, September 12, 1938. 

b. Awarded for each 10-year period of honorable military service in 
the Naval Reserve before September 12, 1958. Military service after September 
12, 1958, only shall be accredited toward the Armed Forces Reserve Medal. 

38. Selected Marine Corps Reserve Medal 

a. Established by the Secretary of the Navy, February 19, 1939. 



b.  Awarded t o  Serv ice  members of t h e  U.S. Marine Corps Reserve who, 
subsequent t o  J u l y  1, 1925, have f u l f i l l e d  c e r t a i n  de s igna t ed  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  
requirements  w i th in  any 4-year p e r i o d  of s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  S e l e c t e d  Marine Corps 
Reserve.  

c .  A bronze s t a r  i s  worn on t h e  suspension and s e r v i c e  r ibbon t o  
denote  subsequent  awards. 

39. China Se rv i ce  Medal 

a .  Authorized by Navy Department General Orders No. 135, amended by 
ALNAV 59, a s  f u r t h e r  amended by Navy Department General Orders No. 255 
( r e f e r e n c e  (mmmm) ) . 

b.  Awarded t o  U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps Serv ice  member who 
se rved  on shore  i n  China o r  who were a t t a c h e d  t o  any of t h e  v e s s e l s  which 
ope ra t ed  i n  suppor t  of t h e  ope ra t i ons  i n  China between J u l y  7, 1937, and 
September 7, 1939. 

c. The pe r iod  of e l i g i b i l i t y  was subsequent ly  extended on 
March 6,  1947. During t h e  second pe r iod ,  t h e  medal was awarded t o  Se rv i ce  
members of t h e  U.S. Navy, U . S .  Marine Corps, and U.S. Coast Guard du r ing  
ope ra t i ons  i n  China between September 2, 1945, and Apr i l  1, 1957. M i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e s  performed i n  t h e  A s i a t i c - P a c i f i c  a r e a  between September 2 ,  1945, and 
March 2, 1 9 4 6 ,  s h a l l  no t  be c r e d i t e d  toward i nd iv idua l  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
China Serv ice  Medal, u n l e s s  t h e  Se rv i ce  member i s  a l r eady  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  
A s i a t i c - P a c i f i c  Campaign Medal f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  performed p r i o r  t o  
September 2, 1945. 

d .  Not more t han  one award of t h e  China Se rv i ce  Medal (extended)  
s h a l l  be given t o  any Serv ice  member. Se rv i ce  members, who p rev ious ly  earned  
t h e  China Se rv i ce  Medal f o r  t h e  pe r iod  1937 through 1939 s h a l l  be  i s s u e d  a 
bronze s t a r  i n s t e a d  of a second award f o r  q u a l i f y i n g  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  du r ing  
t h e  extended pe r iod  of 1945 through 1957. 

40. American Defense Serv ice  Medal 

a .  Authorized by E . O .  8808 ( r e f e r ence  ( n n n n ) ) .  Promulgated by War 
Department B u l l e t i n  17 ( r e f e r ence  (0000))  and Navy Department General Orders 
No. 172 ( r e f e r e n c e  (pppp) ) . 

b.  Awarded t o  a l l  U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps Se rv i ce  members who 
se rved  on a c t i v e  du ty  a t  any t ime between September 8 ,  1939, and 
December 7, 1941. Serv ice  members i n  t h e  U.S. Army were r equ i r ed  t o  have had 
se rved  f o r  a p e r i o d  of a t  l e a s t  12 months. 

c .  Rec ip i en t s  of t h e  American Defense Serv ice  Medal, depending upon 
t h e  c i rcumstances ,  were au tho r i zed  t o  wear c e r t a i n  dev i ce s  w i th  t h e  award. 

(1) Serv ice  Clasps  

( a )  Foreiqn Serv ice .  Awarded t o  U . S .  Army Se rv i ce  members 
f o r  s e r v i c e  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  United S t a t e s  (CONUS), a s  crew members of 
a v e s s e l  s a i l i n g  ocean wate rs ,  f l i g h t s  over  ocean waters ,  o r  a s  an ass igned  
member of an o rgan i za t i on  s t a t i o n e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  CONUS. 

(b)  F l e e t  Clasp.  Awarded t o  U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, 
and U.S. Coast Guard Serv ice  members f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  on t h e  high s e a s  
whi le  r e g u l a r l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  any v e s s e l  o r  a i r c r a f t  squadron i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c .  

~ ~ - ~, 
P a c i f i c ,  o r  ~ s i a t i c  F l e e t s ,  to-  i nc lude  v e s s e l s  ope ra t i ng  d i r e c t l y  under t h e  
Chief of Naval Operat ions .  



( c )  Base Clasp.  Awarded t o  U . S .  Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, 
and U . S .  Coast Guard Se rv i ce  members f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  on shore  a t  ba se s  
and nava l  s t a t i o n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  i nc lud ing  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  
Alaska and Hawaii. 

( 2 )  Serv i ce  S t a r .  Fossession of a  s e r v i c e  c l a s p  i s  denoted by 
wearing of a  bronze s t a r  on t h e  s e r v i c e  r ibbon of t h e  American Defense Se rv i ce  
Medal. The s t a r  may not  be worn i f  t h e  l e t t e r  "A" dev ice  i s  au tho r i zed .  

(3 )  L e t t e r  "A" Device. A bronze le t ter  "A" i s  au tho r i zed  f o r  
t hose  Se rv i ce  members who se rved  on board v e s s e l s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  a c t u a l  o r  
p o t e n t i a l  b e l l i g e r e n t  con t ac t  w i t h  Axis Forces  i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean between 
June 22 and December 7, 1941. 

4 1 .  Army Good Conduct Medal 

a .  Authorized by E . O .  8809, a s  amended by E . O .  9323 and E . O .  1 0 4 4 4  
( r e f e r e n c e  (qqqq) ) . 

b.  Awarded on a  s e l e c t i v e  b a s i s  t o  e n l i s t e d  Se rv i ce  members of t h e  
Regular U . S .  Army who d i s t i n g u i s h e d  themselves by exemplary behavior ,  
e f f i c i e n c y ,  and f i d e l i t y  throughout a  s p e c i f i e d  pe r iod  of cont inuous e n l i s t e d  
s e r v i c e .  

c .  Good Conduct Medal Clasps a r e  awarded and worn on t h e  suspension 
and s e r v i c e  ribbon of t h e  Army Good Conduct Medal f o r  second o r  subsequent 
awards of t h e  medal. 

42. Army of Occupation of Germany Medal 

a .  Es t ab l i shed  by Act of Congress, November 2 1 ,  1941 
( r e f e r e n c e  ( r r r r ) )  and promulgated by War Department B u l l e t i n  34 
( r e f e r ence  (ssss) I .  

b .  Awarded f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  wi th  t h e  occupat ion f o r c e s  i n  Germany 
o r  A u s t r i a  and /or  Hungary between November 1 2 ,  1918, and J u l y  11, 1923. U.S. 
Navy and U.S. Marine Corps Serv ice  members a t t a ched  t o  o r  a s s igned  t o  U.S. 
Army u n i t s  i n  t h e  de s igna t ed  c o u n t r i e s  and between t h e  c i t e d  d a t e s  a l s o  a r e  
e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h i s  award. 

43. American Campaiqn Medal 

a .  Authorized by E . O .  9265, a s  amended by E . O .  9706 
( r e f e r e n c e  ( t t t t ) )  . 

b. Awarded t o  Serv ice  members s e rv ing  o u t s i d e  t h e  CONUS i n  t h e  
American Theater  f o r  a t  l e a s t  30 days between December 7 ,  1941, and 
March 2 ,  1946, o r  who se rved  dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod  f o r  an aggrega te  p e r i o d  of one 
year  w i th in  t h e  CONUS. 

c .  Serv ice  s t a r s  were au tho r i zed  f o r  bo th  U.S. Army and U.S. Navy 
Serv ice  members t o  i n d i c a t e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  c e r t a i n  engagements wi th  t h e  
enemy. 

d .  Boundaries of t h e  American Theater  a r e :  

(1) Eas te rn  Boundary. From t h e  North Pole ,  sou th  a long t h e  
75th meridian west l onq i tude  t o  t h e  77th p a r a l l e l  no r th  l a t i t u d e ,  thence  
sou theas t  through t h e  Davis S t r a i t  t o  t h e - i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  40th p a r a l l e l  
n o r t h  l a t i t u d e  and t h e  35th meridian west longi tude ,  thence  sou th  a long  t h e  
mer id ian  t o  t h e  10 th  p a r a l l e l  no r th  l a t i t u d e ,  thence  sou theas t  t o  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  equa to r  and t h e  20th meridian west l ong i tude ,  thence  sou th  



along the 20th meridian west longitude to the South Pole. 

(2) Western Boundary. From the North Pole, south along the 
141st meridian west lonuitude to the east boundarv of Alaska, thence south and 
southeast along the ~laska boundary to the pacific Ocean, thence south along 
the 130th meridian to its intersection with the 30th parallel north latitude, 
thence southeast to the intersection of the equator and the 100th meridian 
west longitude, thence south to the South Pole. 

44. Asiatic-Pacific Campaiqn Medal 

a. Authorized by E.O. 9265, as amended by Executive Order 9706 
(reference (tttt)). 

b. Specific eligibility requirements are outlined in appropriate 
Service regulations. Awarded to Service members under one of the following 
conditions: 

(1) Assigned outside the CONUS in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater for 
at least 30 days between December 7, 1941, and March 2, 1946. 

( 2 )  Was an evader or escapee in the combat zone or recovered from 
a POW status in the combat zone during the time limitations of the campaign. 
POW'S shall not be accorded credit for the time spent in confinement or while 
otherwise in restraint under enemy control. 

c. Service stars were authorized for both U.S. Army and U.S. Navy 
Service members to indicate participation in certain engagements with the 
enemy. In addition, certain Service members may be eligible for the 
"Arrowhead" device. Such a device denotes participation in a combat parachute 
jump, combat glider landing, or amphibious assault landing. 

d. Boundaries of the Asiatic-Pacific Theater are: 

(1) Eastern Boundary. Coincident with the western boundary of 
the American Theater. 

(2) Western Boundry. From the North Pole south along the 
60th meridian east longitude to its intersection with the east boundary of 
Iran, thence south along the Iranian boundary to the Gulf of Oman and the 
intersection of the 60th meridian east longitude, thence south along the 
60th meridian east longitude to the South Pole. 

45. European-African-Middle Eastern Campaiqn Medal 

a. Authorized by E.O. 9265, as amended by E.O. 9706 
(reference (tttt)) . 

b. Specific eligibility requirements are outlined in appropriate 
Service regulations; however, the conditions are similar to those for the 
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal. 

c. Service stars and the "Arrowhead" device (Asiatic-Pacific Campaign 
Medal) were authorized for Service members. Specifics are maintained by the 
Services. 

d. Boundaries of the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater are: 

(1) Eastern Boundary. Coincident with the western boundary of 
the Asiatic-Pacific Theater. 

( 2 )  Western Boundary. Coincident with the eastern boundary of 
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the American Theater. 

46. Women's Army Corps Service Medal 

a. Authorized by E.O. 9365, and promulgated by War Department 
Bulletin No. 17 (references (uuuu) and (0000) ) . 

b. Awarded for military service in both the Women's Army Auxiliary 
Corps between July 10, 1942, and August 31, 1943, and the Women's Army Corps 
between September 1, 1943, and September 2, 1945. 

47. Peary Polar Expedition Medal 

a. Authorized by Act of Congress, January 28, 1944 
(reference (vvvv) ) . 

b. Awarded to certain members of the Peary Polar Expedition of 1908 
through 1909 to commemorate their service in the field of science and polar 
exploration by aiding in the discovery of the North Pole by Admiral Robert E. 
Peary. 

48. World War I1 Victory Medal 

a. Authorized by Act of Congress, July 6, 1945 (reference (wwww) ) . 
b. Awarded to all members of the Armed Forces of the United States or 

the Government of the Philippine Islands who served on active duty at any time 
between December 7, 1941, and December 31, 1946. 

49. United States Antarctic Expedition Medal 

a. Authorized by Act of Congress, September 24, 1945 
(reference (xxxx) ) . 

b. Awarded to members of the United States Antarctic Expedition of 
1939 through 1941. Intended to recognize their contributions to the Nation in 
the field of polar expedition and science. 

50. Marine Corps Reserve Ribbon 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Navy, December 17, 1945. 

b. Awarded by the Commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps for each 
10-year period of honorable military service in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 
between December 17, 1945, and December 17, 1965. Military service after 
December 17, 1965, shall only be accredited toward the Armed Forces Reserve 
Medal. 

51. Army of Occupation Medal 

a. Established by War Department General Orders No. 32 
(reference (yyyy) ) . , 1946. 

b. Awarded for military service of 30  or more consecutive days of 
duty in one of the occupied territories after World War 11. Military service 
in the European-African-Middle Eastern Theater between May 9 and 
November 8, 1945, and in the Asiatic-Pacific Theater between 
September 3, 1945, and March 2, 1946, shall only be considered if the Service 
member received the applicable theater campaign medal for military service in 
the theater before the inclusive periods previously mentioned. 



(1) Army of Occupation of Germany (Exclusive of Berlin). 
Military service between May 9, 1945, and May 5, 1955. Military service with 
a unit desiqnated by the Department of the Armv as havinu met the reauirements 
for, or the-individual awarh of, the Berlin ~iilift device shall also qualify 
the Service member for the Army of Occupation Medal. 

(2) Army of Occupation of Austria. Military service between 
May 9, 1945, and July 27, 1955. 

( 3 )  A m y  of Occupation of Berlin. Military service between 
May 9, 1945, and a termination date to be announced. 

(4) Army of Occupation of Italy. Military service between 
May 9, 1945, and September 15, 1947, in the compartment of Venezia Giulia e 
Zara, the Province of Udine, or with a unit in Italy designated by the 
Department of the Army General Orders 4 (reference ( z z z z )  ) . 

(5) Army of Occupation of Japan. Military service between 
September 3, 1945, and April 27, 1952, in the main and offshore islands of 
Japan, the Ryukyu Islands, and Bonin-Volcano Islands. Military service which 
meets the requirements for the Korean Service Medal shall not be counted in 
determining eligibility. 

( 6 )  Armv of Occupation of Korea. Military service between 
September 3, 1945, and June 29, 1949. 

c. Service Clasps and Devices. Recipients of the Army of Occupation 
Medal, depending upon the circumstances, are authorized to wear the following 
devices. 

(1) Army of Occupation Medal Clasp. A bronze bar with the word 
"Germany" or "Japan" inscribed, thereon. 

(2) Berlin Airlift Device. Awarded for military service of 
92 consecutive days, between June 26 and September 30, 1949, with a unit 
credited with participation in the Berlin Airlift. 

52. Navy Occupation Service Medal 

a. Authorized by ALNAV 24, and Navy Department General Orders No. 255 
(references iaaaaa) and (bbbbb) . 

b. Awarded for military service in one of the occupied territories 
after World War 11. Specific eligibility requirements are outlined in U.S. 
Navy regulations, but the'general criteria for the various areas are: 

(1) European-African-Middle Eastern Area. Duty performed from 
May 8, 1945, to the dates indicated below. Military service between May 8 and 
November 8, 1945, shall not be credited unless the Service member was already 
eligible for the European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal for military 
service performed prior to May 8, 1945. 

Italy December 15, 1947 
Trieste October 25, 1954 
Germany (except Berlin) May 5, 1955 
Austria October 25, 1955 

(2) Asiatic-Pacific Area. Duty performed from September 2, 1945, 
and April 27, 1952. Military service between September 2, 1945, and 
March 2, 1946, shall not be credited, unless the Service member was already 
eligible for the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal. In addition, military 
service which meets the requirements for the Korean Service Medal shall not be 



counted in determining eligibility. 

c. Service Clasps and Devices. Recipients of the Navy Occupation 
Medal, depending upon the circumstances, are authorized to wear the following 
devices : 

(1) Clasps. Appropriate clasps marked "Europe" and "Asia" shall 
be worn on the suspension ribbon of the Navy Occupation Medal. 

(2) Berlin Airlift Device. Awarded for military service of 
90 consecutive days or more with units participating in direct support of the 
Berlin Airlift between June 26, 1948, and September 30, 1949. 

53. Medal for Humane Action 

1 a. Authorized by an Act of Congress, July 20, 1949 (63 Stat. 477) 
(reference (ccccc) ) . 

b. Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States, and 
to others when recommended for meritorious participation, for service in the 
Berlin Airlift. Service must have been for at least 120 days during the 
period June 26, 1948, and September 30, 1949, and within the following 
prescribed boundaries of the Berlin Airlift operations area: 

NORTHERN BOUNDARY: 54th parallel north latitude 
EASTERN BOUNDARY: 14th meridian east longitude 
SOUTHERN BOUNDARY: 48th parallel north latitude 
WESTERN BOUNDARY: 5th meridian west longitude 

c. Posthumous award of the medal may be made for any person who lost 
his and/or her life while, or as a direct result of, participating in the 
Berlin Airlift, without regard to length of service, if otherwise eligible. 

54. National Defense Service Medal 

a. Authorized by E.O. 10448, as amended by E.O. 11265 
(reference (ddddd) ) . 

b. Awarded for honorable active military service as a member of the 
Armed Forces of the United States including the U.S. Coast Guard between 
June 27, 1950, and July 27, 1954, and between January 1, 1961, and 
August 14, 1974. For the purpose of this award, the following Service members 
shall not be considered as performing active military service: 

(1) Guard and Reserve Service members on short tours of active 
duty to fulfill training obligations under an inactive duty training program. 

( 2 )  Any Service member on temporary active duty to serve on 
boards, courts, commissions, and like organizations. 

(3) Any Service member on active duty for the sole purpose of 
undergoing a physical examination. 

(4) Any Service member on active duty for purposes other than for 
extended active duty. 

c. Any Service member of the Guard or Reserve who, between 
January 1, 1961, and August 14, 1974, becomes eligible for the award of the 
AFEM or the Vietnam Service Medal also shall be eligible for award of the 
National Defense Service Medal. 

d. Service members who earned the medal during the first qualifying 
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pe r iod  and who aga in  become e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  medal s h a l l  wear a bronze s t a r  t o  
denote  t h e  second award. 

55. A i r  Force Lonqevity Serv ice  Award 

a .  Authorized by Department of t h e  A i r  Force General Orders 60 
( r e f e r ence  ( eeeee )  ) . 

b.  Awarded t o  a l l  Serv ice  members of t h e  U.S. A i r  Force who complete 
4 y e a r s  of honorable  a c t i v e  o r  Reserve m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  Subsequent pe r iods  
of m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  s h a l l  be denoted by an oak-leaf c l u s t e r  worn on t h e  
s e r v i c e  r ibbon.  

56. Armed Forces  Reserve Medal 

a .  Authorized by E . O .  10163, a s  amended by E . O .  10439 
( r e f e r e n c e  i f f f f f ) )  . 

b.  I s sued  t o  any Serv ice  member o r  former Se rv i ce  member of t h e  
Reserve components of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s  who completes o r  
has completed, a t o t a l  of 1 0  yea r s  of honorable and s a t i s f a c t o r y  m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e ,  i n  one o r  more Reserve components of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  

c .  Succeeding 10-year pe r iods  s h a l l  be  denoted by t h e  wearing of an 
"Hourglass Device" on t h e  s e r v i c e  and suspension ribbon of t h e  Armed Forces  
Reserve Medal. 

57. Korean Serv ice  Medal 

a .  Authorized by E . O .  10179, a s  amended by E . O .  10429 
( r e f e r ence  (ggggg) . 

b. Awarded t o  Serv ice  members who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  ope ra t i ons  i n  t h e  
Korean a r e a  between June 2 7 ,  1950, and J u l y  27, 1 9 5 4 .  

c .  Rec ip i en t s  of t h e  Korean Se rv i ce  Medal, depending upon t h e  circum- 
s t ances ,  a r e  au tho r i zed  t o  wear t h e  fo l lowing  dev ices  with  t h e  award: 

(1) Serv i ce  S t a r .  A bronze s e r v i c e  s t a r  f o r  each campaign. 
Campaigns and i n c l u s i v e  d a t e s  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  va r ious  Se rv i ce  r e g u l a t i o n s  

( 2 )  Arrowhead Device. To denote  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a combat para-  
chu te  jump, combat g l i d e r  l and ing ,  o r  amphibious a s s a u l t  l and ing  ( U . S .  Army 
Servicemen) . 

58. An ta r c t i c a  Serv ice  Medal 

a .  Es t ab l i shed  by Act of Congress, J u l y  7 ,  1960 ( P . L .  86-600; 
74 S t a t .  337) ( r e f e r e n c e  (hhhhh) ) . 

b .  Awarded t o  any member of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  
U.S. c i t i z e n ,  o r  r e s i d e n t  a l i e n  of t h e  United S t a t e s  who, a f t e r  
January 1, 1946, t o  a d a t e  t o  be announced, se rved  on t h e  A n t a r c t i c  con t inen t  
o r  i n  suppor t  of U.S. ope ra t i ons  t h e r e .  

' c .  Personnel  who remain on t h e  A n t a r c t i c  con t inen t  du r ing  t h e  w in t e r  
months s h a l l  be e l i g i b l e  t o  wear t h e  "Wintered Over" c l a s p  and d i s k .  The 
c l a s p  s h a l l  be  worn on t h e  suspension r ibbon of t h e  medal, and t h e  d i s k  s h a l l  
be  worn on t h e  b a r  r ibbon.  I n  each i n s t a n c e  t h e s e  dev i ce s  s h a l l  be  awarded i n  
bronze f o r  t h e  f i r s t  win te r ,  i n  go ld  f o r  t h e  second win t e r ,  and s i l v e r  f o r  
t h r e e  o r  more w in t e r s .  



59. Armed Forces ~xpeditionary Medal 

a. Established by E.O. 10977 (reference ( k ) ) .  

b. Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States who 
after July 1, 1958, participated in U.S. military operations, U.S. operations 
in direct support of the United Nations, or U.S. operations of assistance for 
friendly foreign nations. 

c. Service stars are awarded for participation in subsequent 
operations. However, participation in two or more engagements within the same 
operation does not qualify for the bronze star. 

60. Noncommissioned (NCO) Professional Military Education (PME) Graduate 
Ribbon (Air Force) 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Air Force, August 28, 1962. 

b. Awarded to graduates of a certified U.S. Air Force NCO PME school, 
phases 11, 111, and IV. Award of the ribbon is retroactive for graduates of a 
certified NCO leadership school. Successful completion of more than one PME 
school entitles an enlisted Service member to a bronze oak-leaf cluster on the 
service ribbon. 

61. Small-Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon (Air Force) 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Air Force on August 28, 1962. 

b. Awarded to all U.S. Air Force Service members who after 
January 1, 1963, qualify as "expert" in small-arms marksmanship with either 
the M-16 rifle or .38 caliber revolver. Qualification as "expert" in both 
weapons after June 22, 1972, shall be denoted by a bronze service star worn on 
the service ribbon. 

62. Coast Guard Reserve Good Conduct Medal 

a. Initially established as the Coast Guard Reserve Meritorious 
Service Ribbon on February 1, 1963, by the Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard. 
Renamed the Coast Guard Reserve Good Conduct Medal, September 3, 1981. 

b. Awarded on a selective basis to Coast Guard enlisted Reservists on 
inactive duty who fulfill with distinction the obligations of inactive 
Reservists, such as excellent attendance at drills, proficiency in rate, and 
development of leadership qualities for a 3-year period. 

c. A bronze service star is awarded and worn on the service ribbon 
and suspension ribbon of the Coast Guard Reserve Good Conduct Medal to denote 
second and subsequent awards of the medal. 

63. Air Force Good Conduct Medal 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Air Force, June 1, 1963. 

b. Awarded to enlisted Service members of the U.S. Air Force for 
exemplary conduct during a 3-year period of military service while in the 
active military service of the United States. Successive awards are denoted 
by oak-leaf clusters worn on the suspension and service ribbon of the medal. 

64. Air Reserve Forces Meritorious Service Award 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Air Force, April 1, 1964, as 
amended May 1, 1973. 
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b. Awarded for exemplary behavior, efficiency, and fidelity during a 
4-year period while serving in an enlisted status in the U.S. Air Reserve 
Forces. Subsequent awards shall be denoted by an oak-leaf cluster worn on the 
suspension and service ribbon of the medal. 

65. Naval Reserve Meritorious Service Medal 

a. Established by the Secretary of the Navy, June 22, 1964. 

b. Awarded on a selective basis to U.S. Navy Reservists who, during 
any 4 consecutive years subsequent to July 1, 1958, fulfill with distinction 
the obligations of inactive Reservists. 

c. A bronze star is worn on the suspension and service ribbon of the 
Na val Reserve Meritorious Service Medal to denote subsequent awards. 

66. Vietnam Service Medal 

a. Authorized by E.O. 11231 (reference (1) ) . 
b. Awarded to all Service members of the Armed Forces who, between 

July 4, 1965, and March 28, 1973, served in the following areas of Southeast 
Asia. 

(1) In Vietnam and the contiguous waters or airspace thereover. 

( 2 )  In Thailand, Laos, or Cambodia or the airspace, thereover, 
and in direct support of operations in Vietnam. 

67. Combat-Readiness Medal 

a. Authorized by the Secretary of the Air Force, March 9, 1964, as 
amended August 28, 1967. 

b. Awarded to U.S. Air Force, U.S. Air Reserve Service members, and 
Service members of other Services after August 1, 1960, for sustained 
individual combat or mission readiness or preparedness for direct weapon- 
system employment. Specifically, a Service member must meet all the following 
criteria : 

(1) Member of a unit subject to combat readiness reporting under 
JCS Pub. 6 and/or AFR 55-15 (references (iiiii) and (jj jj j )  ) . 

(2) Individually certified as combat and/or mission ready and 
been subject to a continuous individual positional evaluation program 
according to a major command or higher headquarters standards. 

( 3 )  Complete 24 months of sustained combat and/or mission 
readiness with no more than a 120 calendar-day break. 

c. Subsequent awards of the Combat Readiness Medal shall be denoted 
by wearing a bronze oak-leaf cluster on the suspension and service ribbons of 
the medal. 

68. Outstandinq Airman of the Year Ribbon 

'a. Authorized by the Secretary of the ~ i r  Force, February 21, 1968. 

b. Awarded to enlisted Service members of the U.S. Air Force who are 
nominated by their respective major commands and separate operating Agencies 
for competition in the 12 Outstanding Airmen of the Year Program. Award of 
the ribbon is retroactive to June 1970. Subsequent awards of the ribbon shall 



be denoted by an oak-leaf cluster worn on the ribbon. 

69. Army Reserve Components Achievement Medal 

a. Authorized by the Department of the Army General Orders 30 
(reference (kkkkk) ) . 

b. Awarded for exemplary behavior, efficiency, and fidelity while 
serving as a member of a U.S. Army National Guard or Reserve Troop Program 
Unit. 

c. Subsequent awards of the medal shall be denoted by the wearing of 
an oak-leaf cluster on the service and suspension ribbon of the Army Reserve 
Components Achievement Medal. 

70. U.S. Air Force Basic Military Traininq (BMT) Honor Graduate Ribbon 

a. Authorized by the Chief of Staff, U.S. Air Force, April 3, 1976. 

b. Awarded to honor graduates of BMT who, after July 29, 1976, 
demonstrate excellence in all phases of academic and military training. 

71. Coast Guard Arctic Service Medal 

a. Authorized by the Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, May 20, 1976 

b. Awarded to Service members of the U.S. Coast Guard who have served 
aboard U.S. Coast Guard ships or aircraft for a specified period within the 
Polar regions of the Arctic Circle, or participated in U.S. Coast Guard Arctic 
Programs, as determined by the Commandant. 

c. No devices or subsequent awards of the medal are authorized 

72. Humanitarian Service Medal 

a. Authorized by E.O. 11965 (reference (m)). 

b. Awarded to members of the Armed Forces of the United States who, 
after April 1, 1975, distinguished themselves by meritorious direct 
participation in a significant military act or operation of a humanitarian 
nature. Determination as to which acts or operations shall qualify for the 
Humanitarian Service Medal rests with OSD. 

c .  Subsequent awards shall be denoted by the wearing of a service 
star on the suspension and service ribbon of the medal. 

73. Air Force Overseas Ribbon 

a. Authorized by the Chief of Staff, U.S. Air Force, 
October 12, 1980. 

b. Before January 6, 1986, the ribbon was awarded to Air Force and 
Air Force Reserve members credited with completion of an overseas tour on or 
after September 1, 1980. Air Force and Air Force Reserve members serving as 
of January 6, 1986, or later are entitled to reflect all Air Force overseas 
tours credited during their career. A Service member may wear both ribbons, 
if appropriate. The short tour ribbon takes precedence over the long tour 
ribbon when both are worn. Subsequent awards are denoted by oak-leaf 
clusters. 



7 4 .  A i r  Force  Recoqni t ion Ribbon 

a .  Author ized by t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  U.S. A i r  Force ,  
October 1 2 ,  1980. 

b. Awarded t o  i n d i v i d u a l  U.S. A i r  Force r e c i p i e n t s  of s p e c i a l  
t r o p h i e s  and awards, a s  o u t l i n e d  i n  U.S. A i r  Force r e g u l a t i o n s .  Subsequent 
awards s h a l l  be  denoted by a  bronze oak-leaf c l u s t e r  worn on t h e  s e r v i c e  
r ibbon .  

7 5 .  A i r  Force T ra in inq  Ribbon 

a .  Author ized by t h e  Chief of S t a f f ,  U.S. A i r  Force,  
October 12,  1980. 

b .  P r i o r  t o  December 19, 1986, t h e  r ibbon was awarded t o  A i r  Force 
members who completed i n i t i a l  A i r  Force  acce s s ion  t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  
August 1 4 ,  1974. Subsequent t o  December 19 ,  1986, a l l  Ai r  Force members who 
completed A i r  Force acce s s ion  t r a i n i n g  r e g a r d l e s s  of when t h e  t r a i n i n g  was 
completed a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  r ibbon .  Devices a r e  now a u t h o r i z e d  t o  be p laced  
on t h e  r ibbon.  

76.  Army Se rv i ce  Ribbon 

a .  Author ized by t h e  Sec r e t a ry  of t h e  Army, A p r i l  1 0 ,  1981. 

b. Awarded, e f f e c t i v e  August 1, 1981, t o  a l l  Se rv i ce  members of t h e  
Regular U.S. Army, U.S. Army Nat ional  Guard, and U.S. Army Reserve f o r  
s u c c e s s f u l  complet ion of i n i t i a l  e n t r y  t r a i n i n g .  

7 7 .  NCO P r o f e s s i o n a l  Development Ribbon (Armv) 

a .  Author ized by t h e  Sec r e t a ry  of t h e  Army, A p r i l  10,  1981. 

b .  Awarded, e f f e c t i v e  August 1, 1981, t o  a l l  e n l i s t e d  Se rv i ce  members 
of t h e  Regular U.S. Army, U . S .  Army Nat iona l  Guard, and U.S. Army Reserve f o r  
s u c c e s s f u l  completion of de s igna t ed  NCO p r o f e s s i o n a l  development cou r se s .  

c .  Numerical dev i ce s  s h a l l  be awarded and worn on t h e  NCO 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  Development Ribbon t o  denote  t h e  h i g h e s t  completed l e v e l  of NCO 
development completed.  Devices t o  be used a r e :  

(1) "1" - Primary Course 
( 2 )  "2" - Basic  Course 
( 3 )  "3" - Advanced Course 
( 4 )  " 4 "  - F i r s t  Sergean ts '  Course 
( 5 )  " 5 "  - U . S .  Army Sergean ts  Major Academy 

7 8 .  Overseas Se rv i ce  Ribbon (Army) 

a .  Author ized by t h e  Sec r e t a ry  of t h e  Army, A p r i l  10, 1981. 

b .  Awarded, e f f e c t i v e  August 1, 1981, t o  a l l  members of t h e  Regular 
U . S .  Army,  U . S .  Army Nat iona l  Guard, and U.S. Army Reserve f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  
complet ion of an ove r sea s  t o u r .  The Overseas Se rv i ce  Ribbon s h a l l  no t  be 
awa rded - fo r  ove r sea s  s e r v i c e  recognized by ano ther  s e r v i c e  medal. 

c. Numerical dev i ce s  s h a l l  be awarded and worn on t h e  Overseas 
Se rv i ce  Ribbon t o  denote  completion of subsequent  ove r sea s  t o u r s .  

7 9 .  Coast  Guard R e s t r i c t e d  Duty Ribbon 



a .  Es t ab l i shed  by t h e  Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, March 3, 1984. 

b .  Awarded t o  U.S. Coast Guard Serv ice  members who have completed a  
permanent change of s t a t i o n  (PCS) t o u r  of du ty  a t  a  shore  u n i t  where 
accompanying dependents a r e  not  au thor ized .  Se rv i ce  members a s s igned  t o  TDY 
t o  such a r e s t r i c t e d  u n i t  a r e  not  au tho r i zed  t h i s  award. 

c .  A bronze s e r v i c e  s t a r  i s  awarded and worn on t h e  s e r v i c e  r ibbon t o  
denote  second and subsequent awards. 

8 0 .  Coast Guard Sea Serv ice  Ribbon 

a .  Es t ab l i shed  by t h e  Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, March 3, 1984 

b. Awarded t o  U.S. Coast Guard Serv ice  members who have completed a  
t o t a l  of 2  yea r s  of cumulat ive sea  duty on a  U . S .  Coast Guard c u t t e r  65 f e e t ,  
o r  more, i n  l e n g t h  i n  an a c t i v e  s t a t u s ,  i n  commission, o r  i n  s e r v i c e .  

c .  A bronze s e r v i c e  s t a r  i s  awarded and worn on t h e  s e r v i c e  r ibbon t o  
denote  each a d d i t i o n a l  5 yea r s  of such s ea  du ty .  

81. Coast Guard Basic  Tra in inq  Honor Graduate Ribbon 

a .  E s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, March 3, 1984 

b .  E f f e c t i v e  Apr i l  1, 1984, U.S. Coast Guard Serv ice  members i n  t h e  
t o p  3 pe rcen t  of each U.S. Coast Guard r e c r u i t  t r a i n i n g  g radua t i ng  c l a s s  
a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h i s  award. P r i o r  s e r v i c e  personnel  who gradua ted  from o t h e r  
than  U.S. Coast Guard r e c r u i t  t r a i n i n g  a r e  not  e l i g i b l e .  

82. P r i sone r  of War POW Medal 

a .  Authorized by P . L .  99-145, "Department of Defense Author iza t ion  
Act, 1986" ( 1 0  U.S.C. 1128) ( r e f e r e n c e  (11111)). 

b. Authorized f o r  i s s u e  t o  any person who, whi le  s e r v i n g  i n  any 
capac i t y  with  t h e  Armed Forces,  was taken  p r i s o n e r  and he ld  c a p t i v e :  

(1) While engaged i n  an a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  an enemy of t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  

( 2 )  While engaged i n  m i l i t a r y  ope ra t i ons  i nvo lv ing  c o n f l i c t  wi th  
an opposing f o r e i g n  f o r c e .  

( 3 )  While s e rv ing  with  f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s  engaged i n  an armed 
c o n f l i c t  a g a i n s t  an opposing armed f o r c e  i n  which t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  no t  a 
b e l l i g e r e n t  p a r t y .  

c .  For a  person t o  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  i s suance  of a  POW Medal, t h e  
pe r son ' s  conduct must have been honorable f o r  t h e  pe r iod  of c a p t i v i t y  which 
s e r v e s  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  i s suance .  

83. Sea Serv ice  Deplo~ment  Ribbon 

a .  Authorized by t h e  Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Navy. 

b. This  r ibbon recognizes  t h e  unique and demanding n a t u r e  of sea  
s e r v i c e  and t h e  arduous du ty  a t t endan t  wi th  deployment subsequent t o  
August 15 ,  1974. 

84. Navy A r c t i c  Se rv i ce  Ribbon 



a .  Authorized by OPNAV Notice 1650 ( r e f e r ence  (mmmmm)) .  

b .  Awarded t o  U.S. Navy and Marine Corps o f f i c e r s  and e n l i s t e d  
personnel  o r  c i v i l i a n  c i t i z e n s ,  n a t i o n a l  o r  r e s i d e n t  a l i e n s  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s ,  who p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  ope ra t i ons  i n  suppor t  of t h e  A r c t i c  Warfare 
Program. 

c .  Minimum t ime l i m i t s  f o r  t h e  award a r e  28 days, consecu t ive  o r  
nonconsecutiue,  above t h e  a r c t i c  c i r c l e .  For personne l  working a t  remote i c e  
camps and d r i v e r s  working under t h e  i c e ,  each day of du ty  s h a l l  count a s  two 
days when de te rmin ing  award e l i g i b i l i t y .  

d. This  award i s  r e t r o a c t i v e  t o  January 1, 1982. There a r e  no 
p rov i s ions  f o r  subsequent awards. 

85.  Naval Reserve Sea Serv ice  Ribbon 

a .  Authorized by r e f e r ence  (m) . 
b .  Awarded t o  o f f i c e r s  and e n l i s t e d  personnel  of t h e  U.S. Navy and 

U.S. Naval Reserve f o r  a c t i v e  du ty ,  Se l ec t ed  Reserve, o r  any combination of 
a c t i v e  o r  Se l ec t ed  Reserve s e r v i c e  a f t e r  August 15, 1974, aboard a Naval 
Reserve s h i p  o r  i t s  Reserve u n i t  o r  an embarked a c t i v e  o r  Reserve s t a f f ,  f o r  a  
cumulat ive t o t a l  of 36 months. S p e c i f i c  e l i g i b i l i t y  requirements  a r e  out-  
l i n e d  i n  U.S. Navy r e g u l a t i o n s .  

c .  Subsequent awards s h a l l  be denoted by a  3/16-inch bronze s t a r .  

86. Navy and Marine Corps Overseas Serv ice  Ribbon 

a .  Authorized by OPNAV Notice  1 6 5 0  ( r e f e r ence  (mmmrnrn) ) .  

b. Awarded t o  o f f i c e r s  and e n l i s t e d  personnel  of t h e  U . S .  Navy, U.S. 
Naval Reserve, U.S. Marine Corps, and U . S .  Marine Corps Reserve f o r  overseas  
s e r v i c e .  

c.  Act ive  du ty  personnel  must se rve  12 months consecu t ive  o r  accumu- 
l a t i v e  du ty  a t  overseas  du ty  s t a t i o n .  I n a c t i v e  R e s e r v i s t s  must s e r v e  
3 0  consecu t ive  days,  o r  45 cumulative days,  of a c t i v e  du ty  f o r  t r a i n i n g  o r  
temporary a c t i v e  du ty  t o  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  award. Beginning d a t e  of 
e l i g i b i l i t y  i s  August 15, 1974. S p e c i f i c  e l i g i b i l i t y  requirements  a r e  
o u t l i n e d  i n  U.S. Navy r e g u l a t i o n s .  

d .  Subsequent award s h a l l  be denoted by a  3/16-inch bronze s t a r .  

8 7 .  Coast Guard Spec i a l  Operat ions  Serv ice  Ribbon 

a .  Authorized by t h e  Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, J u l y  1, 1 9 8 7  

b .  Awarded t o  any member of t h e  Armed Forces  of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  
s e r v i n g  i n  any capac i t y  with  t h e  Coast Guard who, a f t e r  J u l y  1, 1987, 
p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  a  Coast Guard s p e c i a l  opera t ion  not  i nvo lv ing  combat. 

c .  A bronze s e r v i c e  s t a r  i s  awarded and worn on t h e  s e r v i c e  r ibbon t o  
denote  a  subsequent award. 



APPENDIX E 

OPERATIONS APPROVED FOR AWARD OF THE 
ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL (AFEM) 

U.S. MILITARY OPERATION 

Lebanon 
Taiwan Straits 
Quemoy and Matsu Islands 
Berlin 
Cuba 
Congo 
Dominican Republic 
Korea 
Cambodia' 
Vietnam2 
Mayaquez Operation 
Grenada Operation 
Eldorado Canyon 

(Attacks against terrorist forces in Libya) 
Panama (Operation JUST CAUSE)? 

1 Jul 58 - 1 Nov 58 
23 Aug 58 - 1 Jan 59 
23 Aug 58 - 1 Jun 63 
14 Aug 61 - 1 Jun 63 
24 Oct 62 - 1 Jun 63 

23 - 27 Nov 64 
28 Apr 65 - 21 Sep 66 
1 Oct 66 - 30 Jun 74 

11 - 13 Apr 75 
29 - 30 Apr 75 

15 May 75 
23 Oct 83 - 21 Nov 83 

12 - 17 Apr 86 

U.S. OPERATIONS IN DIRECT SUPPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

Congo 14 Jul 60 - 1 Sep 62 

U.S. OPERATIONS OF ASSISTANCE FOR FRIENDLY FOREIGN NATIONS 

A. Vietnam 
B. Laos 
C. Cambodia 
D.   hail and^ 
E. ~ebanon~ 
F. Persian Gulf5 

1 Jul 58 - 3 Jul 65 
19 Apr 61 - 7 Oct 62 
29 Mar 73 - 15 Aug 73 
29 Mar 73 - 15 Aug 73 
1 Jun 83 - 1 Dec 87 
24 Ju1 876 

'Evacuation of Cambodia - Operation EAGLE PULL. 
'Evacuation of Vietnam - Operation FREQUENT WIND. 
30nly those in direct support of Cambodia operations. 
4Department of the Navy Service members awarded the Navy and Marine Corps 
Expeditionary Medals since June 1, 1983, and who meet the degree of 
participation criteria for the AFEM have the option of accepting either their 
Service Expeditionary Medal or the AFEM. 

'only those participating in, or in direct support of, Operation EARNEST WILL 
6Date to be determined. 

' ~ n  addition to US military forces who participated in Operation JUST CAUSE 
in the area of operations as defined by the CJCS, the USS Vreeland (FF 1068) 
and other service-designated aircrew members who participated in actual air 
operations outside of CONUS including aerial refueling, combat air patrol, 
and airborne warning and control in direct support of the military Operation 
JUST CAUSE, are also authorized award of the AFEM. 



APPENDIX F 

VIETNAM CAMPAIGNS 

Vietnam Advisory Campaign 

Vietnam Defense Campaign 

Vietnam Counteroffensive Campaign 

Vietnam Counteroffensive Phase I1 

Vietnam Counteroffensive Phase I11 

Tet Counteroffensive 

Vietnam Counteroffensive Phase IV 

Vietnam Counteroffensive Phase V 

Vietnam Counteroffensive Phase V I  

Tet 69 Counteroffensive 

Vietnam Summer-Fall 1969 

Vietnam Winter-Spring 1970 

Sanctuary Counteroffensive 

Vietnam Counteroffensive Phase VII 

Consolidation I 

Consolidation I1 

Vietnam Cease-fire Campaign 

15 Mar 62 - 7 Mar 65 

8 Mar 6 5  - 24 Dec 65 

25 Dec 65 - 30 Jun 66 
1 Jul 66 - 31 May 67 
1 Jun 67 - 29 Jan 68 
30 Jan 68 - 1 Apr 68 

2 Apr 68 - 30 Jun 68 

1 Jul 68 - 1 Nov 68 

2 Nov 68 - 22 Feb 69 

23 Feb 69 - 8 Jun 69 

9 Jun 69 - 31 Oct 69 
1 Nov 69 - 30 Apr 70 

1 May 70 - 30 Jun 70 

1 J u l  70 - 30 Jun 71 

1 Jul 71 - 30 Nov 71 
1 Dec 71 - 20 Mar 72 
30 Mar 72 - 28 Jan 73 



APPENDIX G 

OPERATIONS 

DOD-APPROVED OPERATIONS FOR AWARD OF THE 
HUMANITARIAN SERVICE MEDAL 

Evacuation of Laos 
New Life 
Baby Lift 
Eagle Pull 
Frequent Wind 
Guatemala Earthquake Disaster 
Relief 
NMCB 40 
NMCB 1 

Lion Assistance 
Typhoon Pamela Disaster Relief 
Typhoon Olga Disaster Relief 
Teton Darn Disaster Relief 
Beirut Evacuation 
Big Thompson Flood Disaster 
Relief 
Bolivian Commercial Air Disaster 
Turkey Earthquake Disaster 
Eniwetok Radiological Cleanup 
Snow-Go 
Port-au-Prince Disaster Relief 
Canary Islands Commercial 
Aircraft Disaster 
(Armed Forces Inst. of 
Pathology) 
Appalachian Flood Relief 
Johnstown Flood Relief 
North Carolina Flood Relief 
Washington State Flood Relief 
Snow Blow/Snow Blow I1 

Naples Relief 
Zaire Airlift 
Texas Flood Relief 
Jonestown, Guyana Disaster Relief 
Sri Lanka Disaster Relief 
Louisiana Tornado Disaster Relief 
Iran Evacuation 
Northern Illinois Snow Removal 
Iran Evacuation 
USS KINKAID 
USS HCEL 

INCLUSIVE DATES 

1 Apr 75 - 15 Aug 75 
1 Apr 75 - 1 Nov 75 
4 Apr 75 - 9 May 75 

12 Apr 75 
29 - 30 Apr 75 

4 Feb 76 - 30 
10 May 76 - 31 
29 Jul 76 - 15 
7 M a y 7 6 -  4 
21 May 76 - 15 
25 May 76 - 1 

5 - 19 
20 Jun 76 - 27 

Jun 76 
Jul 76 
Sep 76 
Jun 76 
Jun 76 
Jun 76 
Jun 76 
Jul 76 

31 Jul 76 - 3 Aug 76 
13 Oct 76 - 21 Cct 76 
24 Nov 76 - 22 Jan 77 
24 Jan 77 - 15 Apr 80 
30 Jan 77 - 8 Feb 77 
22 Mar 77 - 1 Jun 77 

28 - 30 Mar 77 

28 Mar 77 - 22 Apr 77 
6 Apr 77 - 30 Jun 77 
20 Jul 77 - 16 Aug 77 
6 Nov 77 - 21 Dec 77 
2 Dec 77 - 31 Jan 78 
26 Jan 78 - 18 Feb 78 

18 Apr 78 - 21 Apr 
19 - 27 May 
3 - 15 Aug 

20 Nov 78 - 20 Dec 
27 NOV 78 - 13 Dec 

3 - 31 Dec 
8 Dec 78 - 20 Feb 

19 - 25 Jan 
19 - 25 Feb 

USS DECATUR 
USS LASALLE 
USS TALBOT 
Admin. Support Unit, Bahrain 

Jackson, Mississippi, Flood Relief 8 Apr 79 - 9 Jul 79 
Falls - Vernon, Texas 
Tornado Disaster Relief 10 - 21 Apr 79 

Red River of the North Flood 
Relief 17 Apr 79 - 2 May 79 

20 - 30 Apr 79 

GEOGRAPHICAL AREA 

Laos 
Vietnam 
Vietnam 
Cambodia 
Vietnam 

Guatemala 

Italy 
Guam 
Philippines 
Idaho 
Lebanon 

Colorado 
Bolivia 
Turkey 
Eniwetok 
New York 
Haiti 

Canary Islands 

KY, VA, & WV 
Pennsylvania 
North Carolina 
Washington 
CT, IN, MA, ME, 
MI,NH, OH, & RI 
Italy 
Zaire 
Texas 
Guyana 
Sri Lanka 
Louisiana 
Iran 
Illinois 
Iran 

Mississippi Wichita 

Texas 

Minnesota 
North Dakota 



OPERATIONS INCLUSIVE DATES 

Nicaragua Evacuation 
(Noncombatants) 

Cheyenne, Wyoming Tornado Disaster 
Operation Boat People 

USS REASONER (FF 1063) 
USS FLASHER (SSN 613) 
USS FRANCIS HAMMOND (FF 1067) 
USS WHIPPLE (FF 1062) 
USS DOWNES (FF 1070) 
USS ROBERT E. PERRY (FF 1073) 
USS LYNDE McCORMICK (DDG-8) 
USS SAFEGUARD (ARS 25) 
USS Naval Station, Cubi Point, 
Philippines 

Graves Registration Effort 
Jamaican Disaster Relief 
Dominica Disaster Relief 
Dominican Republic Disaster Relief 
Hurricane Frederick Relief 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Gallup Indian Medical Center 
Relief 
Indochinese Refugee Relief 
Majuro Atoll Disaster Relief 
Colombia Earthquake Relief 
Nicanagua Disaster Relief 
Azores Earthquake Disaster 
San Bernardino Flood and Mud Slide 
Disaster 
Liberian Assistance (U.S. 
Military Mission, Liberia) 
Cuban Refugee Resettlement 
Costa Rica 
Iran Hostage Rescue 
Mount St. Helens Volcano Relief 
Island, Nebraska, Tornado 
Relief 
Haiti Hurricane Relief 
Saint Lucia Hurricane Relief 
USS PATTERSON (FF 1061) 
Haitian Refugee Resettlement 
Algeria Earthquake Disaster 
Italian Disaster Relief 
Typhoon Dinah Disaster Relief 
FAA - Air Traffic Controller 

11 Jun 79 - 31 J u l  79 
16 - 29 Jul 79 

21 Jul 79 - 30 Jun 84 
7 Jun 78 

14 - 15 Jul 78 
9 - 14 Aug 78 

22 Aug 78 
3 Apr 79 

5 - 9 May 79 
9 Jun 79 - 31 Jul 79 

13 - 17 Jun 79 

21 Jul 79 - 18 Jan 80 
10 Aug 79 - 15 Sep 79 
14 Aug 79 - 23 Dec 79 
31 Aug 79 - 30 Nov 79 
1 Sep 79 - 26 Oct 79 
12 Sep 79 - 23 Feb 80 

12 - 22 Sep 80 
Oct 79 - 15 Apr 80 
Oct 79 - 30 Apr 80 
Nov 79 - 8 Jan 80 

13 - 30 Dec 79 
17 Dec 79 - 10 Mar 80 

1-15 Jan 80 

8 Feb 80 - 15 Mar 80 

12 Apr 80 - 22 May 80 
27 Apr 80 - 19 Feb 82 

21 - 27 Apr 80 
24 - 25 Apr 80 
18 - 28 May 80 

3 - 18 Jun 80 
6 - 21 Aug 80 
7 - 9 Aug 80 

23 Sep 80 - 30 Apr 82 
12 Oct 80 - 21 Oct 80 
26 Nov 80 - 7 Dec 80 
26 Nov 80 - 13 Dec 80 

Support 3 Aug 81 - 1 Jul 83 
RPS DATU KALANTIAW (PS 76) Rescue 21 - 24 Sep 81 
San Francisco Bay Area Flood 
Relief 4 Jan 82 - 12 Mar 82 
Air Florida Crash Recovery 13 - 27 Jan 82 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, Flood Relief 19 - 21 Mar 82 
Paris, Texas, Tornado Disaster 
Relief 25 - 29 Apr 82 
Bridge Disaster 
Relief 21 May 82 - 2 Jul 82 

GEOGRAPHICAL AREA a 
Nicaragua 
Wyoming 
Southeast Asia 

Panama 
Jamaica 
Dominica 
Dominican Republic 

Alabama 
Mississippi 

New Mexico 
Thailand 
Marshall Islands 
Colombia 
Nicaragua 
Azores 

California 

Liberia 
Florida Straits 
Costa Rica 
I ran 
Washington Grand 

Nebraska 
Haiti 
Saint Lucia 

Puerto Rico 
Algeria 
Italy 
Saipan 

United States 
Luzon Straits 

California 
Washington, DC 
Indiana 

Texas Chiriqui River 

Panama 



Sq ~ight- 37, Det 3 
Beirut Evacuation 
Water Disaster Relief 

OPERATIONS INCLUSIVE DATES 

Lebanon Evacuation 
Tunisia Flood Relief 
Hurricane Iwa Relief 
Mississippi River Flood 

23 - 25 Jun 82 
2 Nov 82 - 22 Apr 83 

25 - 29 Nov 82 
2 Dec 82 - 30 Jun 83 

New Baden, Illinois, Tornado 
Disaster Relief 2 - 12 Dec 82 
Southeast Missouri Flood Relief 3 - 10 Dec 82 

21 - 22 Dec 82 
Yemen Earthquake Disaster Relief 17 - 29 Dec 82 
California Flood Relief 24 Jan 83 - 15 Jul 83 
Medical Support to Central 
Fnerican (Project Green Earth) 9 Feb 83 - 25 May 84 
Fiji Islands Cyclone Disaster 
Relief 9 - 26 Mar 83 
Popayan Earthquake Disaster ~elief 31 Mar 83 - 8 Apr 83 
Utah Flood Relief 30 Apr 83 - 1 Jul 84 
Coalinga Earthquake Relief 
Operations 2 - 18 May 83 
Peru Flood Relief 26 Jun 83 - 1 Jul 83 
Costa Rica Earthquake Disaster 
Relief 5 - 13 Jul 83 
Cholera Epidemic - Truk Islands 7 Sep 83 - 12 Dec 83 
Merchant Vessel LICA LU Rescue 25 Oct 83 
WHITE PLAINS (AFS 4 )  

~elicopter Combat Support 
Sq Three, Det 106 

Grenada Rescue (URGENT FURY) 27 Oct 83 - 6 Nov 83 
USFORCARIB Disaster Area 

Survey Team 
Turkey Earthquake  isa aster Relief 31 Oct 83 - 14 Nov 83 
Animal Disease 
Eradication 10 Nov 83 - 12 Mar 84 
Agalega Island Disaster Relief 13 Dec 83 
USS FIFE (DD 991) 
Helicopter Anti-Submarine 

10 - 12 Feb 84 
15 Mar 84 - 18 Jun 84 

NAVFAC Antigua 
NMCB 62 Det 

North Carolina Tornado Disaster 
Relief 28 Mar 84 - 19 Apr 84 

Cyclone Kamisy Disaster Relief 23 - 30 Apr 84 
USS HECTOR (AR 7) 

Barnveld, Wisconsin, Tornado 8 Jun 84 
Disaster 

Eastern Nebraska Flood 
Operation INTENSE LOOK 

13 Jun 84 - 15 Sep 84 
8 Aug 84 - 1 Oct 84 

Operation TRANSFER 
Operation SHEEBA' 

29 - 30 Sep 84 

GEOGRAPHICAL AREA 

Lebanon 
Tunisia 
Hawaii 
Lower Mississippi 
Valley 
(AR, IL, KY, LA, 
MS, MO &.TN) 

Illinois 
Missouri 

Yemen 
California 

El Salvador 

Fiji Islands 
Colombia 
Utah 

California 
Peru 

Costa Rica 
Micronesia 
Pratas Island U3S 

Grenada 

Turkey Emergency 

IN, MD, NJ, PA & VA 
Mauritius 

Lebanon Antigua 
Antigua 

North Carolina 
Madagascar 

Wisconsin 

Nebraska 
Suez Canal and 
Red Sea 
South Korea 

'~nclusive dates and location are classified. Supporting documentation 
maintained by the CJCS. 



OPERATIONS 

Hurricane Diana Relief 
Operation 
Rescue of Survivors of 
Pacific Protector 

Preventive Medicine 
Operation 

Mali Raft Famine 
Relief Operation 

Mercer County 
Tornado Relief 

Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
Flood Relief 

Hurricane Elena 
Relief Operation 

Mexico City Earthquake 
Disaster Relief for 
Puerto Rico 

Sugar Grove, West 
Virginia, Flood 
Relief Operation 
(Navy) 

Virginia Flood 
Relief Operation 

West Virginia Flood 
Relief Operation 
(Army and Army 
National Guard) 

Colombia Disaster 
Relief Operation 

California Flood Relief 
Western Nevada Flood 

Relief 
Typhoon Namu 
Lake Nyos Disaster 
Relief Operation 

Northern Illinois 
flood ~elief 

El Salvador Earthquake 
Relief Operation 

Typhoon ~ i m  
Babuyan Island 
Relief Operation 

Typhoon Tusi 
Cyclone Uma Disaster 
Relief Operation 

Ecuador Earthquake Disaster 
Relief Operation 

Operation Pocket Planner1 
Typhoon Nina Relief 
Operation 

USS CHANDLER Rescue 
of PIVOT 

Tropical Cyclone Anne 
Costa Rica Flood 
Relief Operation 

INCLUSIVE DATES 

10 Sep 84 - 8 Oct 84 

19 Oct 84 

21 Apr 85 - 14 May 85 

2 3  May 85 - 31 Oct 85 

31 May 85 - 1 Jun 85 

1 Aug 85 - 5 Aug 85 

29 Aug 85 - 8 Sep 85 

19 Sep 85 - 4 Oct 85 
6 Oct 85 - 21 Oct 85 

4 Nov 85 - 22 Nov 85 

GEOGRAPHICAL AREA 

North Carolina 

Persian Gulf 

Somalia 

Mali 

Pennsylvania 

Wyoming 

Mississippi 

Mexico 
Puerto Rico 

West Virginia 

4 Nov 85 - 25 Nov 85 

5 Nov 85 - 28 Nov 85 

16 Nov 85 - 20 Dec 85 

14 Feb 86 - 1 6  Mar 86 
17 Feb 86 - 21 Feb 86 

27 May 86 - 29 May 86 
25 Aug 86 - 26 Sep 86 
29 Sep 86 - 1Oct 86 

10 Oct 86 - 20 Oct 86 

3 Dec 86 - 23 Dec 86 
15 Dec 86 - 19 Dec 86 

24 Jan 87 - 8 Mar 87 
13 Feb 87 - 18 Feb 87 

5 Mar 87 - 5 Apr 87 

Nov 87 
25 Nov 87 - 21 Dec 87 

12 Dec 87 

16 Jan 88 - 19 Jan 88 
31 Jan 88 - 5 Feb 88 

Virginia 

West Virginia 

Colombia 

California 
Nevada 

Solomon Islands 
Cameroon 

Illinois 

El Salvador 

Saipan 
Philippines 

American Samoa 
Republic of 
Vanuatu 
Ecuador 

Truk, Micronesia 

Persian Gulf 

Solomon Islands 
Costa Rica 

'Inclusive dates and location are classified. Supporting documentation maintained 
by the CJCS. 



OPERATIONS 

Pakistan Ammunition Depot 
Relief Operation 

Firefighting Western United 
States 

Evacuation of U.S. 
Embassy, Beirut 

Costa Rica Flood 
Relief Opn 

Inner Passage 88 (Sudan) 
Rescue of Vessel Elvira 
Hurrican Gilbert Disaster 
Burma Evacuation of US Persons 
Operation Firebreak 
Greenland's Sledge Dog Relief 
Korean Freighter Hyundai 7 
South Dakota Forest Fire 
Soviet Burn Victims 
Grosse Tete Tornado Relief Opn 
Typhoon Nina (Truk Island) 
Kum-Gang Valley Flood Relief 
Loma Prieta Earthquake, CA 
Hurricane Hugo 
Hurricane Hugo (Second Incre) 
Ethiopian Search & Rescue 
Operation Firebreak 
Grand Forks Flood Relief 
Typhoon Judy Flood Relief Opn 
~untsville Tornado Relief Opn 

INCLUSIVE DATES 

10 Apr 88 - 18 May 88 
19 Aug 88- 6 Oct 88 

6 September 1989 

28 Oct - 3 Nov 88 

25 Aug - 10 Sep 88 
9 Aug 88 

24 Sep - 1 Oct 88 
15 Aug - 30 Sep 88 

5 - 15 SeD 87 
9 Feb - 29 np; 88 

25 Dee 87 
26 - 30 Jul 88 
9 - 23 
8 - 1 4  

25 Nov - 21 
15 - 26 

17 Oct - 13 
18 Sep - 24  
18 Sep - 31 
28 Jul - 25 

7 - 13 
25 - 27 

Jun 89 
Jun 89 
Dec 87 
Ju1 87 
Dec 89 
Nov 89 
Oct 89 
Aug 89 
~ u g  89 
Apr 89 
Jul 89 
Nov 89 

GEOGRAPHICAL AREA 

Pakistan 

United States 

Beirut, Lebanon 

Costa Rica 

Sudan 

United States 
Burma 
United States 
Greenland 
Korea 
South Dakota 
Soviet Union 
United States 
Truk, Micronesia 
South Korea 
San Fransisco, CA 
VI/PR/SC/NC/KY 

Ethiopia 
Oregon/Idaho 
Nebraska 
South Korea 
Alabama 



APPENDIX H 

CITATIONS 

1. Citations for the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Joint Service 
Commendation Medal, and Joint Service Achievement Medal shall be prepared on 
8 1/2 x 11 inch plain bond paper. Parchment paper, or other suitable paper 
stock, may be used. Command seals may be imprinted if desired to enhance the 
quality and esthetic value of the citation. 

2. Local manufacture of citations is not authorized. DoD printed heading 
citations shall be used until current stock levels are depleted. 

3. The opening sentence must identify the awardee by grade, name, duty 
assignment (except where the act was not performed as part of a duty 
assignment), location, and date (or inclusive dates). 

4. The narrative is a short description of the act, achievement, or service. 
Be specific on facts and confine to no more than two sentences, if possible. 
Avoid superfluous adjectives and other embellishment. 

5. Confine the closing to one sentence, which will personalize the summation, 
by use of the awardee's name and his or her attributes. 

6. In citations for "retirement awards" use the word "long" (closing 
sentence) only for over 30 years of service. 

7. Do not use the words "singularly" and "great" in the closing sentence of 
citations for the Joint Service Achievement Medal. 

8. Do not use code names in citations, nor any abbreviations, other than Jr., 
Sr., 11, and so on, following the Service member's name. For compound grade 
titles, such as first lieutenant, staff sergeant, and so on, spell out the 
complete grade title in the opening sentence, and then use the short title in 
the balance of the citation. Example: lieutenant, sergeant, etc. 

9. Samples: 

DEFENSE MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL 

OPENING SENTENCE: 

Major Anthony J. Jones, United States Army, distinguished himself by 
exceptionally meritorious service (achievement) as (duty assignment) OR (while 
assigned to (off ice) from t o ) . 
NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 

During this period, the outstanding professional skill, leadership, and cease- 
less efforts of Major Jones resulted in major contributions to the effective- 
ness and success of various nationally critical programs. 

OR 
In this important assignment, Major Jones' outstanding leadership and devotion 
to duty were instrumental factors in the resolution of many problems of major 
importance to the Department of Defense. 

CLOSING SENTENCE: 

The distinctive accomplishments of Major Jones reflect great credit upon 
himself, the United States Army, and the Department of Defense. 



(Retirement Award) 

The distinctive accomplishments of Major Jones culminate a (long and) 
distinguished career in the service of his country and reflect great credit 
upon himself, the United States Army, and the Department of Defense. 

(Separation Award) 

The distinctive accomplishments of Major Jones while serving his country 
reflect great credit upon himself, the United States Army, and the Department 
of Defense. 

(Posthumous Award) 
The distinctive accomplishments of Major Jones in the dedication of his 
service to his country reflect great credit upon himself, the United States 
Army, and the Department of Defense. 

JOINT SERVICE COMMENDATION MEDAL 

OPENING SENTENCE: 

Lieutenant Commander Anthony J. Jones, United States Navy, distinguished him- 
self by exceptionally meritorious service (achievement) as (duty assignment 
and office) OR (while assigned to (office) from to 1 .  

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 

During this period Commander Jones' outstanding professional skill, knowledge, 
and leadership aided immeasurably in identifying problem areas in the field of 
( ) and in developing and implementing research projects capable of 
solving these problems. 

CLOSING SENTENCE: 

The distinctive accomplishments of Commander Jones reflect credit upon 
himself, the United States Navy, and the Department of Defense. 

(Retirement Award) 

The distinctive accomplishments of Commander Jones culminate a (long and) 
distinguished career in the service of his country and reflect credit upon 
himself, the United States Navy, and the Department of Defense. 

(Separation Award) 

The distinctive accomplishments of Commander Jones while serving his country 
reflect credit upon himself, the United States Navy, and the Department of 
Defense . 
(Posthumous Award) 

The distinctive accomplishments of Commander Jones in the dedication of his 
service to his country reflect credit upon himself, the United States Navy, 
and the Department of Defense. 

JOINT SERVICE ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL 

OPENING SENTENCE: 

Staff Sergeant Anthony J. Jones, United States Air Force, distinguished himself 
by exceptionally meritorious achievement as (duty assignment) OR (while assigned 
to (office) from to 1 .  



NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION: 

Sergeant Jones' demonstrated outstanding professional skill, knowledge, and 
interservice leadership in organizing, developing and reforming the adrninistra- 
tive requirements for the Department of Defense Variable Housing Allowance Study 
Group. 

CLOSING SENTENCE: 

The distinctive accomplishments of Sergeant Jones reflect credit upon himself, 
the United States Air Force, and the Department of Defense. 



SAMPLE OF COMPLETED CITATION 

CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 
(one space) or (turn up two lines) 

THE DEFENSE MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL 
(one space) or (turn up two lines) 

TO 
(one space) or (turn up two lines) 

ANTHONY J. JONES 
(two spaces) or (turn up three lines) 

Lieutenant Colonel Anthony J. Jones, United States Air Force, distinguished himself by exceptionally 
meritorious service as Assistant Director, Personnel ~dministration and Services, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense (Force Management and Personnel) from July 1 9 8 5  to June 1987. Among his numerous 
accomplishments, Colonel Jones played a key role in the development of the most comprehensive revision of 
enlisted administrative separation policy and personnel assignment process ever undertaken by the Department 
of Defense. The distinctive accomplishments of Colonel Jones reflect great credit upon himself, the United 
States Air Force, and the Department of Defense. 

(minimum 3" margin) 


