
ENLlSTBD·MBN . 

DISCKABGB; li.'ET.'BASB no. AO'tIVB DUTY 

; o.w.uaa} WAR DBPAlft'IIBN'l', 
No.1. \ WUHDlcmtIf" D. C.,IT'llarell l*c.,~ 

. An 61~, 26 November 1942, Is changed as follows: 
5. Au~oritr to order discharge. . -. . . . . . 
.,. (1) ~ers of units of the field to~ havtng dlscharae 811thorltJ 

,i. nor~ly will prescribe that aetrial discharge will be effected bTtbe 
~ otganit.,.tion eommander of the ennsted man conoorneCl. HO'We'Ver, 
In cases'of alerted units and slmUar emergeneies or when no fleld 
force co~ander having discllarge authority Is available, the' com­
mander of 'the unit may dlrecttbat the enUated man to be discharged 
be trtlnsferred by indorsement on bls service record to the station 
eomplement,tbat is, service command or air servIce command 
agency, of tMpost, 'camp, or station at wbich the enlIsted man 18 
loeated. 

(2) Regardless of arm or service, any enlisted man to be discharged tor Q 

pbysical or mental dlsquallftcatlon under section II. who Is a J1atient 
10 a general hospital will be dIscharged thereio. An enUsted. mIlD 
will not be discbarged for physical or mental disquallftcatton unless 
a prior medical survey bas been made in a general or ,tatloo 
hospitaL 

(8) When a decision is made to transfer an enlisted man as provldecl 
In (1) above. all proceedings prerequisite to determination 'Of ap. {. 
provalfor dIscharge. Including the approval of the offtcer em,.. 
powered to authorize dIscharge, wlll be completed prior to transfer, 
exc~pt as provided in (4) below. 

(4) When it has been determined that an enlisted patient at a station 
hospital will appear before a board of medical officers for diseharge 
on certificate of disability for. discharge, the officer empo1tered 
to authorize such d"'lScharge will direct the transferofsuch patient 
to the station complement (or detachment of patients) of the 
post, camp, or station at which the patient is then located. The 
transfer will be effected withoui loss of grade by the qnit com­
mander within 48 bours by indorsement on service reeord, and the 
patient will be carried as surplus in erade until final disposition Is 
made of his ease. '. > 

(5) When transfer is to be efl'ected as presCribed in (1) and (4) above, 
special orders will be published only tn\ Instances requiring travel. 
Clothing and equipment will be dlspose<\ of as prescribed In para-
graph 3", AR 615-40. \ 

-"'''~. . . . . \ . . 
[A. G. 220.8 (14 Feb 44).] (C19,17Mar44.) " 

8. Cert~ficate of disability for discharge; when anit by whom pret'Ued.~ 
a. When it luQ; been determfiled that an enlisted ,atieI\t at a statIon hospital 
wUI appear before a board of medieal oftieera for dise\large on certlJlcate of 
disabIlity for discharge, he will be tlansferred by lndorselpent on~n'I~ ~rd' 
w1~~~~ lOSS .. of grade· by L unit cotnmander !. the ~~o eomPIement (. 

~ .... 8IM"''''C .. II tIv It41, and C 12 • .H lepteaier,lN1. ' . 
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delaehment of patients) within 48 hoon and wU1 be earrlecl as ~ ... ' 
vade by the statton CQmplement (or detadunent of patients) untu anal" 
_tlon .. made of til....... The oommal.""" olD ... of the ltatlon ~-
(or detachment of .,.tlents) will prepare W. D., A. G. O. Form No. 40 ( '. 
cateof Disability for Discharge), In qulntupllcate, and forwaTd to the co / 
lng officer of the station hospital within 24 bours of receipt of the records.. , 
commanding ~1Dcer of the station hospital Is responsible for initiating th . . 
qu~t and following up the action directed tn the preceding sentence, and he 'wll , 
report to the commandIng officer of the post tn the event of any failure to comply. 
When the commandIng ofilcer of a hospItlll has requested preparation of Form 
No. 40, the preparation and forwarding of this form will not be delayed. In ' 
preparing the final Indorsement on the service record and the discharge certifIcate, 
the enlisted man's last permanent organization from wWch he was trlUlSferred 
for the purpose of discharge will be shown (a casual compauy will not be 
shown). 

b. When It has been determined that an enlisted man who Is being hospitalized 
In a general hospital will appear before a board of medical officers for discharge 
on certificate of dIsability for dIscharge, his service record and allied papers, If 
not' already avaIlable at that hospital, wlll be Immediately obtained from hIs 
former station. He will be transferred by Indorsement on service record with­
out loss of grade to the detachment of patients at that general hospital and 
carried as a member of the detachment of patIents as surplus in grade until 
final disposition of hIs case. The commanding general of the general hospital 
Is responsible for all actIon leading to the speedy consummation of the certificate 
of. disability for dIscharge. In preparing the final Indorsement on the service 
record and the discharge certificate,. the enlIsted man's last permanent organiza­
tion from which he was transferred for the purpose of discharge will be shown 
(a casual company will not be shown). 

• • • • • • • 
[A. G. 220.8 (14 Feb 44).] (C 19.171Iar 44.) 

11. Action by commanding ofilcer. 
• • • • • • • 

e. When it has been determined that an enlisted patient who has been trans-
ferred under provisions of paragraph 5c(4) is not to be discharged under section 
II, if physiea1ly qualified, he will normally be returned to his former unit or 
organization. When his former unit or organization is outside the continental 
limits of the United States; when he is physically unfit for the duty in which 
trained; or for any other reasons it is impracticable to reassign him to his 
former organization,. he will be transferred to the nearest reassignment center 
for appropriate assignment. 

lA. G. 220.8 (14 Feb 44).] (C 10.17 Mar"-) 

BY OBDEB OJ'TBJII SECBE'I'ARY (g W AB: 

OWIClAL: 
;1. A. ULIO, 

Major General, 
PM AdJulattl OeneraJ.. 

DIsTBJiJOIlOl'f I 

A;lD. 
2 

G. 0. MARSHALL, 
OMel 01 Stal. 
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ENLISTED MEN 

DISCHARGE; RELEASE FROM ACTIVE DUTY 

CHANGES} 
No.1S 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C., 1 January 1044. 

AR 615-360, 26 November 1942, is changed as follows: 

SECTION VIn 

INAPTNESS OR UNDESIRABLE HABITS OR TRAITS OF CHARACTER 

Paragraph 
Procedure_________________________________________________ _. ____ ... ______ _____ 61 
Basic War Departml'nt policy til be ot'sl'rvl'{L ________ -'-__________________________ 152 
By whom final action taken and discharge Ol'dE'fE'd _______________________________ :1:1 
Term to be used as cause of discharge ______________________________________ .. ___ 1'i4. 
Form of discharge certificate to be glven ____________________ . ________________ ._ [io 
Reenlistment, Induction, or reinductlon; elfeet UpOIl ___________ . ________________ ._ 56 

51. Procedure.-a: Report requiredj 'when and by whom made.-When an en­
listed man-

(1) Is inapt, or 
(2) Does not possess the required degree of adaptablllty for the mUltary 

service after reasonable attempts have been made to reclassify and 
reassign such enlisted man in kt'eplng with hIs abilities and quali­
fications, or 

(3) Is disqualified for service because of enuresis (see 6 below), or 
(4) Gives evidence of habits or traits of character (except when discharge 

for physical or mental conditions is indicated as provided In sec. II) 
which serve to render his retention in the service undeslruble, and. 
rehabilitation of such enlisted man is considered impossible after 
repeated attempts to accomplish same have failed, 01' 

(5) Is disqualified for service, physically or in character, through his own 
misconduct, and cannot be rehabilitated so as to render useful serv­
ice before the expiration of his term of service without detriment 
to the morale and efficiency of his organization, 

his company or detachment commander will report the facts to the commanding 
officer. The report may be prepared in a simple form, particularly in special 
training units. Brevity is desired. 

b. (1) It is now a generally accepted medical and psychiatric opinion that 
enuresis (see par. 51a(3» is not necessarily a habit, but rather may 
be a symptom of some underlying mental or physical condition. 
Underlying causes of enuresis may be-

(a) Organic disease. 
(6) PsychoneurOlSis. 
(c) Psychosis. 
(d) Mental deficiency. 
(e) Psychopathic personality. 
(f) Lack of proper juvenile training. 

(2) Generally, if the case is studied completely, one of the above diagnoses 
will be established. Therefore in each case a complete mental and 
physical evaluation of the person affticted·will be done by qualified 

I 
·These changes supersede C 8. 17 Jane 1943. 
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medical officers and a decision made as to disposition. If the indi­
vidual is to be discharged, decision will be made as to the appro­
priate section of these regulations to be utilized. The type of dis­
charge should also be decided solely on the merits of each individual 
case and governed by the nature of the determined underlying cause 
rather than by the resultant enuresis. To that end, all such eases 
will be initially handled under the provisions of section II of these 
regulations, with particular reference in applicable eases to para­
graphs lIb, 13b, and 17 a and b. 

c. When company or detachment commander is aZso commanding offi,cer.-If 
the company or detachment commander Is also the commanding officer, the report 
required by a above will be made to the next higher commander, who will take 
the action required by d below. 

d. Board convened by commumding olncer.-Upon receiving the report required 
by a above, the commanding officer, or the next higher commander as the case 
may be, will convene a board of officers, three if practicable, one of whom will 
be a medical officer, to determine whether or not the enlisted man should be 
discharged prior to the expiration of his term of service. The officer making the 
report required by a above will not be detailed as a member of this board. When 
available, a trained psychiatric examiner, or officer possessing such experience, 
will be called as a witness in the case and present his testimony to the board. 

e. Proceedings Of bO(ll1"d.-Will be set forth on W. D., A. G. O. Form No. 37. 
(1) Rules 01 procedure and evidence.-See AR 420-5. 
(2) Witnesses sworn.-See AR 420-5. 
(3) Author~ea recommendations.-The board will' recommend, that the 

enlisted man be either discharged or retained in service. A recom­
mendation to discharge will be made when it has been shown that 
he cannot be developed to the extent where he may be expected to 
absorb military training, or is unfit to associate with enlisted men. 
U it is recommended that the enlisted man be retained in service, 
a further recommendation will be made indicating the type of duty 
which it is believed he can perform successfully. 

(4) Form 01 discharge certificate; when to be recommended.-If dis­
charge is recommended, the board will also recommend the form 
of discharge certificate to be given. See also paragraph 55b. 

f. Action by convening authority. 
(1) When discharge recommended.-If discharge is recommended by the 

board, the convening authority will indorse on the proceedings his 
approval or disapproval of the findings and recommendations and 
forward the proceedings to the commander authorized by paragraph 
53a to take final action and order discharge. 

(2) When discharge not recommended.-When discharge is not recom­
mended the proceedings will be disposed of as prescribed in 9 (1) 
below. 

1/. Disp08ition of proceedtngs. 
(1) When discharge is not recommended by board.-The proceedings will 

be returned to the convening authority for such action on the 
board's recommendations as he may deem necessary. Subsequent 
to final action, the proceedings will be filed at the headquarters 

2 
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convening the board and the officer making the report wlll be no­
tified of the final action taken In the case, If that officer is not the 
same as the convening authority. 

(2) When dilcharge iI recommended btl board.-Proceedlngs forwarded 
as required by If above will in every case be returned to the officer 
making the report required by a above, by indorsement showing the 
final action taken, and will then by him be disposed of as prescribed 
in (3) or (4) below. 

(3) When discharge is not ordered. 
(a) If the board of officers recommends that the enlisted man be 

retained in service and that he be assigned wIthout stigma to 
a special training unit for further special training, the pro­
ceedings will be forwarded to the commanding officer of the 
special training unit to whIch the enlisted man is transferred, 
and, if the man is rehabilitated, will be destroyed. 

(b) If the board of officers recommends that the enlisted man be 
retained in service in his present assignment, the proceedIngs 
will be forwarded to the enlisted man's commanding officer. 

(4) When discharge is ordered.-At the time of discharge the proceedings 
will be sent to the officer who executes the discharge, as authority 
~erefor, and after the discharge has been effected, they will be 
sent to The Adjutant General, with the service record and allied 
papers, for file. 

52. Basic War Department policy to be observed.-a. Anyenllsted man w111 
'be discharged from the service when it is shown that for any of the causes men­
tioned in paragraph 51a he cannot be developed to the extent where he may be 
expected to absorb military traIning and become a satisfactory soldier. 

b. Provision will be made for the training, reassignment, or discharge of inapt 
men in special training units or installations. Until such time as these facllltles 
may be otherwise provided, army, corps, service command, divIsion, or other unit 
commanders may establish such special trainIng units withIn their co~mands 
as they consider necessary. Full use will be made of reclassification procedure. 

53. By whom final action taken and discharge ordered.-a. Commanding 
generals of service commands are authorized to delegate discharge authority to 
commanders of posts at which special training units are stationed or to special 
training unit battalion commanders, in addition to the commanding officers 
specified in paragraph 5b. 

b. Commanding officers exercising discharge authority under a above wllI 
maintain close contact with the local United States Employment Service repre­
sentative and comply with paragraph 5g. Every effort will be made to cause 
enlisted men scheduled for discharge to accept employment in war industry or 
agricul ture. 

c. When an honorable discharge certificate is recommended under the authority 
containedjn paragraph 51e (4), discharge will not be ordered given on Discharge 
from the Army of the United States (blue) (W. D., A. G. O. Form No. 56). 

54. Term to be used as cause of discharge.-a. In certi(lcate of di8c1usrge.­
The term to be entered in the certificate of discharge as the reason for dIscharge 
will be merely "Section VIII, AR 615-360 ; not eligible for reenlistment, induction, 
or reinduction." 

AGO 21 3 
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b. In, aU paper8 other than certificate of di8charge.-In stating the cause of dis­
charge, a brief description of the actual cause thereof in the case in question will 
be given, followed by a parenthetical reference to these regulations, for example­

Inaptness (sec. VIII, AR 615-360). 
Lack of adaptability for military service (sec. VIII, AR 615-360). 
Enuresis (sec. VIII, AR 615-360). 
Habits (or traits of character) rendering retention in service undesirable 

(sec. VIII, AR 615-360). 
(Physically) disqualified (in character) for service, through his own 
misconduct (sec. VIII, AR 615-360). 

When more than one cause is found to exist, all will be stated. 
55. Form. of discharge certificate to be given.-a. Except as otherwise pre­

scribed in b below, the Discharge from the Army of the United States (blue) 
(W. D., A. G. O. Form No. 56) will be given. 

b. In case of inaptness, lack of adaptability for military service, and enuresis, 
an Honorable Discharge from the Army of the United States (W. D., A. G. O. 
Form No. 55) will be given unless, according to the approved findings of the board 
of officers required by paragraph 51d, the conduct of the enlisted man during 
his current period of service has been such as would render his retention in the 
service undesirable regardless of his inaptness, lack of required adaptability 
for military service, or enuresis. In such cases the discharge certificate will 
show that reenlistment, induction, or reinduction is not warranted. 

56. Reenlistment, induction, or reinduction; effect upon.-The reenlistment, 
induction, or reinduction of a man discharged for any of the causes enumerated 
in paragraph 51a is not warranted, even if an honorable discharge certificate has 
been given, unless the cause of discharge is subsequently removed. 

[A. G. 220.8 (13 Dec 43).] (C 18, 1 Jan 44.) 

By ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR: 

OFFICIAL: 

J. A. ULIO, 
Major General, 

The Adjutant General. 

DISTRIBUTION: 

A; E. 

4 

G. C. MARSHALL, 
Chief Of Staff, 

AGO 21 

V. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, '9" 
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DISCR.A.RGE; RELEASE FRO. ACTIVE DUTY 

CHANGES} 
No. 17 

WAR DEPARTMENT, 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.,21 December 1948. 

An 615-360, 26 NOvember 1942, is changed as follows: 
42. Evidence requited. 

• * ... • • • • 
b. Policies governing discharges on account of dependency: 

• • • • • • • 
(10) In establishing dependency, if the individual was or win be subject 

to Selective Service, the application for discharge and the evidence 
presented will be forwarded to the State director of Selective 
Service of the State of the applicant's registration, requesting 
recommendation as to whether the circumstances would result In 
deferment on the basis of dependency If the man was being con­
sidered for induction. 

(11) It is the policy of the War Department In cases ot. dependency for 
individuals subject to Seleelive Service not to authorize discharge 
except when the State director of Select! ve Service concerned 
recommends approval. Normally, when the State director of Selec­
tive Service recommends disapproval the commander concerned wlU 
disapprove and close the case. In very exceptional cIrcumstances 
the entire case, including the recommendation of the State dIrector 
of Selective Service, Dlay be forwarded to the War Department for 
decision. See paragraph 41n. 

[A. G. 220.8 (13 Dec 43).) (C 17. 21 Dec 43.) 

By ORDER OF THE RECRETARY OF W AB: 

OFFICIAL: 

J. A. ULIO, 
Major GenertJI. 

The Adjutant General. 

DISTRIBUTION: 

A; E. 

L ·These chances supersede C 15.30 Noyember 11'1. 

661601°-43-AGO 140 

G. O. MARSHALL, 
Ohief of SttJ(f. 
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\ CH.t.KOD} , WAR DEPARTMENT, 
No. 16 \ , W A8BINOTON 25, D. A, 15 Dec:ember 1948. 
All 615-360, 26 No'Vember 1942, is changed as follows: 
7. General. 

• • • • • • • 
c. (1) No individual with a disability incurred in line of duty will be dis. 

charged on certificate of disability until definitive treatment has 
\ / been completed, except those having tuberculosis or neuro· 
V psychiatric disorders. Types of cases which should be retained for 

treatment include those requiring skin graft, bone graft, revision 
~ of amputation stumps, closure of colostomy, etc. 

(2) Individuals unfit for Army service because of neuropaychlatrlc dla· 
turbal\ces will not be retained for deBnitive treatment, but will be 
dischwrged, and arrangements will be made for further care b;y 
the Veterans' Administration if such is indicated. Ezceptions are 
those individuals with neuropsychiatric conditions incurred inci· 
dent to the service who, in the opinion of the medical officer, may 
within a reasonable period be returned to duty within the 
continental limits of the United States. 

(3) Enlisted pecsonnel developing tuberculosis, unless terminal euee, 
will be transferred to Veterans' AdmInIstration facilities and dis­
charged as soon as a definite diagnosis of tuberculosis and disable­
ment for further military service are determined. Ezception to 
this policy may be made in the case of personnel nearing completion 
of 20 years' service and noncommissioned omcers of the Brat three 
grades when the prognosis is favorable for a complete recovery 
and restoration to duty within 1 year. Such individuals will be 
transferred to Fitzsimons General Hospital, or other designated 
Army hospital, for treatment. 

(4) Terminal cases and those in which such transfer wlll endanger the 
patient's Ufe or recovery will be retained 1n the service and hospital· 
ized until death ensues or transfer to a Veterans' Administration 
faclllty becomes possIble. 

(5) Individuals will not be separated from the military service solely 
because of malaria, in the absence of permanently incapacitating 
residuals or sequelae such as marked splenomegaly or cachena. 
Repeated relapses alone will not constitute a cause for separation. 

(6) When the enlisted man is to be separated from the service on certifi­
cate of disability for dit>charge, irrespective of line of duty statu. 
and further hospitalization is necessary, he will be transferred &0 
a Veterans' Administration facility and will be dillcharged. 

• • • • • • • 
[Ao G. 220.8 (US Nov 43).] (C 16, 15.Dee 43.) 

By OBDEB OJ' :rHE SECBETABY OJ' W AB: 

OJ'J'ICIAL : 
J. A. ULIO. 

JlaJor General, 
Th6 Adjutant General. 

DIBTBIBUTION: 
A; E. 
i81601--48-AGO 118 

G. O. MARSHALL, 
Ohief Of Statl. 
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DrSOllABGEJ RELEASE FROM ACTIVE DUTY 

CHANGES} WAR DI<~PARTMENT, 
No. 16 WASHINGTON 25, D.O., 30 November 1913. 
AR 615-360, 26 November 1042, 18 changed. as follows: 
42. Evidence required. 

• • • • • • • 
01 b. Pollc1es governing discharges on account of dependency: 

• • • • ... • • 
(10) In establishing dependency the application for discharge and the 

evidence presented will be forwarded to the State director 01 
Selective Service of the State of the applicant's registration, re­
questing recommendation as to whether the circumstances would 
result in deferment on the basis of dependency if the man was 
being considered for induction. 

(11) It Is the policy of the War Department In cuses of dependency not 
to authorize discharge except when the State directqr of Selective 
Service concerned recommends approval. Normally, when the 
State director of Selective Service recommends disapproval the 
a::ommander concerned will disapprove and close the case. In very 
exceptional circumstances the entire case, including the recom­
mendation of the State director of Selective Service, may be 
forwarded to the War Department for decision. See paragraph 
41a. 

[A. G. 220.8 (11-20-48).J (C lIS, SO Nov 1948.) 

By ORDER OF THE SECREn'ABY OF W All I 

OFFICIAL: 
J. A. ULIO, 

Major GeneraJ, 
The Adjutant General. 

DISTBmUTIoN : 
A; E. 

G61601 e--43-AGO 2 

O. O. MARSHALL, 
Ohief Of Staff. 

W. S .• 0YIRIIIlIT PRINTIU OFPlCI, lUI 
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DISClIABGE; RELEASE FROM A.CTIVE DUTY 

CHANGES} WAR DEPARTMENT, 
No. 14 W A8HINGTON 25, D. C., 2 November 1948. 
AR 615-860. 26 November 1942, Is changed as follows: 
6. Administrative details governing release of enlisted men to Beaerve com­

ponent, including members of the National Guard discharged from the Arm,. 
of the United States. 

• • • • • • • 
f. W. D., A. G. O. Form No. f5 (E:ctract from Servioe Record). 

• 

• 

- . 

• • • • • • 
(3) The number of cOilles and disposition of this form will be-

• • • • • • 
(b) For each National Guardsman (including National Guardsmen 

discharged from the Army of the United States and men 
enlisted in the Anny of the United States who were originally 
inductsd With National Guard unit8) .-2 copies, one to the 
adjutant general of the State in whIch the enlisted man was 
Inducted and one retained by the organIzation. 

• • • • • • [A. G. 220.8 (9 JUD 43).) (C H, 2 Nov 43.) 

17. Form of discharge certificate to be given. 

• • • • • • • 
b. Not in line of duty.-Same as a above except that-

(1) If the disabillty is a result of misconduct occurring In the man's cur­
rent enlistment and the nature of the service rendered by the man 
does not merit honorable discharge, a discharge from the Army of 
the United States (blue) (W. D., A. G. O. Form No. 1>6) wlIl be 
given. 

• • • • • • • [A. G. 220.8 (9 Jun 43). ) (C 14, 2 Nov 48.) 

60. By whom discharge ordered. 

• • * • • • • 
a. The Adjutant General will take final action on all reqU88t. for tZiBcharge or 

release from active service by reason of being a former key man in inaustry 
(necessary man for war production).-All requests for such release must be 
initiated and executed under oath by the responsible head of the flrm or agency 
which proposes to employ the enlisted man if his release is approved, An In­
formation Bulletin describing the procedure to be followed may be obtained from 
the Labor Branch, Industrial Personnel Division. Headquarters, Army Service 
Forces, Washington 25, D, C. 

• * • * [A. G. 220.8 (9 Jun 43).} (C 14, 2 Nov 48.) 

By ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAX: 

OFFICIAL: 

J. A. ULIO, 
Major General, 

The Adjutant General, 
DISTRIBUTION: 

A;E. 
1157151°-48-AGO 16 

• • • 

G. C. MARSHALL, 
Ohief of Sta.ff, 

•••• IOVIRNMENT 'IIIITIIIII Of'ICI. I •• , 
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No. 18 

, WAR DJDPABTJlJDNT.t · . 
WA~QTOlIr 2lS, D. 0.,2 October 1NJ.' ' 

AR 61cs-860.26:No 
8. Cert11lcate of d.1 

ber 1942, 18 cb8Jlged as follows : 
bllity for discharge; wlMn aud by wh.om pnpa:recJ. 

• • • • • • • 
o. As soon as it 18 ap ent tbat an enlisted man IS to be 4Jscbaraed for dIS­

ablllty tbe commanding om r of tbe bospltal concerned wlll- ' , V (1) Oommunlcate wi otber Army bospltals ~Itbln tbe continental Unl~ ", 
States at which e enlisted man bas been pre'flously bospttall.ze4. 
and obtain tb m all ortglnaI eUn1cal records of hIS prevlou . 
treatment. . . . \ . 

[A. O. 220.8 (2 Sep 48).] (C 18, "Oct 48.) 

By ORDER OJ' TBJI SlDCBIIITABY 01' W.AB ~ 

On1:CIAL: 
J. A. ULIO. 

JlaJor General, 
The AdJvl"t General 

DISTBIBUTION : 

AtE. 

\ 
\ 

• . ' . 
O. 0. MARSHALL, 

011461 01 814ft. 
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DISCHARGE; BEL~ASE FROM ACTIVE D11TY 

CHANGES} WAR DEPARTMENT, 
No. 11 W A8HINOTON 25, D.O., 20 September 1941. 

AR 615-360, 26 November 1942, is changed as tollows : 
63. By whom discharge ordered.-The discharge ot an enlisted man trom the 

Army may be ordered by a United States court or a justice or judge thereot. 
Upon receipt ot such an order, the officer upon whom the writ or order Is 
served, or counsel, will note an appeal pendlng Instructions from the War 
Department, and he will immediately report· to The Adjutant General the 
action taken by the court and forward a copy ot the opinion of the court as 
soon as it can be obtained. (See par. 155, Manual for Courts-Martial, 1928.) 
Upon notification that the War Department or the Department ot Justice 
lIas determined not to appeal the case, or that the order has been sustained 
in the final dic;position ot the case by the courts, the enlisted man concerned 
will be promptly di8<?harged by his organization commander, or as prescribed 
in puragraph 5, whir'hever is the more expeditious method. In the event 
that the person ordered released by the court is a registrant under the 
Selective Service law and the basis of the decision is a ruling by the eourt 
that he was illegally inducted, no formal discharge will be given the reg­
ir,trant but an order will be issued to the effect that he is released pursuant 
to the judgment of a civil court. A copy of the order directing release will 
be given to the registrant. All rnilitr.ry records, including a copy of the 
court order and a copy of the order '-irecting release, will be forwarded to 
The Adjutant General. 

[A. G. 220.8 (6 Sep 43).] (C 11,20 Sep 48.) 

64. Form of discharge certificate to be given.-Unless otherwise directed 
under the provisions of paragraph 63 or by the approved proceedings ot the 
board 01' officers required by paragraph 3b, an honorable discharge trom the 
Army ot the United States will be given. 

[A. G. 220.8 (6 Sep 48).] (C 11, 20 8ep 48.) 

By ORDER OF THE SECRJiITABY CW W A.B : 

OFFICIAL: 

J. A. ULIO, 
Major General, 

The Aajwtant General. 
DISTRIBUTIOl' : 

A;E. 

1i499U--4.8-AGO 94 

G. a MARSHALL, 
Ohief Of Staff. 
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ENLISTED MEN 

DISClIARGE: RELEASE FRO. ACTIVE DUTY 

WAR DEPARTMENT, CHANGES} 
No. 10 W ASHINOTON 25, D. C., 27 August 1943. 

, AR 615-300, 26 November 1942, is chang{'d as follows: 
5. Authority to order discharge.-a. The authority granted to the commando' 

ing generals of service commands to order the discharge or other release from 
active duty of enlisted men prior to e~piration of their term of service extends 

. to all places within the territorial limits of the service command, including 
exempted. posts, camps, or stations. Except as prescribed in b below, and in 
paragraph 21, AR 615:-300, such cases will be referred to the commanding general 
of the appropriate service command for decision . 

• • • • • • • 
[A. G. 220.8 (22 JuI43).] (C 10, 27 Aug 43.) 

49. By wllom discharge ordered.-ll. Statute of limitllti()f18 a.pplicable.-An 
enlisted man whose trial is barred by Article of War 3n upon return to mllltary 
control will be restored to duty by the commanding general of the service com­
mand or other officer exercising either special or general court-martial jurisdic­
tion, if physically and mentally fit for the performance of military service, If 
physically and mentally unfit for military service, the enlisted man will be dls- . 
charged by reason of desertion and phYSical Unfitness, trial burred by 89th Article 
of War. See paragraph 21, AR 615-300. For unauthorized absences see para­
graph 21c, AR 615-300. 

• • • • 
[A. G. 220.8 (22 JuI43).] (C 10, 27 Aug 43.) 

By ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAX: 

OFFICIAL: 

J. A. ULIO, 
Major General, 

The A.djutant General. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
A;E .. 

• • • 

G. O. MARSHALL, 
Ohief of Staff. 

u .•. 1I0VERIMENT PRINTI •• OFFICE: IU' 



CHANGES } 
No.9 

ENLISTED MEN 

AR 615-360 
·C 9 

DISCHARGE: RELEASE FROM ACTIVE DUTY 

WAR DgPAU'l'MENT. 
WASHINOTO:-; 2::1. D. C .• HI June 1943. 

AR 615-360. 26 November 1942, is changed as follows: 
44. Authority for discharge and action upon discovery of fra'udulent entry 

into Army.-a. No enlisted mall will be <11scilurged becnuHl.~ of frulHlulent entry 
into the service except by reason of-

(1) Concealment of desertion from the arJ.ned fOI'ces of the United 
States or an unauthorized absence from the Army of the United 
States as contemplated in AR 615-300. 

(2) (a) Concealment of separation. from the armed forces of the 
United States with a form of discharge certificate other than 
honorable. 
(b) When an enlisted man has concealed a prior separation from 
any of the armed forces with a form of discharge certificate other 
than honorable the decision to discharge or retain the man will 
be based primarily on the record made by the individual during 
his current service. If retained the fact of concealment will be 
expressly waived by notation of this fact on his service record. 

(3) Concealment of a criminal record as outlined below. Upon dis­
covery of such concealment action will be taken as prescribed in 
(c) below. Proof of the fact of concealment can be secured 
through reference to enlistmellt or induction statements by the 
enlisted man. This data can be obtained from The Adjutant 
General in the case of enlistmellt or from the appropriate State 
Director of Selective Service in the case of induction. 

(a) Conviction once by a civil court of the heinous crimes of 
treason, murder, rape, kidnapping, arson, sodomy or pan­
dering; or of any crime involving sex perversion; or for 
any illegal dealing in narcotics or other habit-forming 
drugs. 

(b) A prior sentence to a period of confinement in excess of 1 
year in a prison or penitentiary. 

(c) When it is established that an enlisted man. has concealed 
any fact outlined in (a) and (b) above, a further inquiry 
will be made to determine whether any form of civil 
custody remains, that is, parole, probation, conditional 
release, or suspended sentellce. Thereupon-

1. If it deveops that such civil custody' exists and 
the record of the enlisted man indicates the de­
sirability of retaining him in service the proper 
civil authodty will be advised of the circum­
stances and requested either to terminate cus­
tody or suspend it for the duration of the period 
of service of the enlisted man. If the civil 
custody is then so terminated or suspended the 
man will be retained in service. If the civil author­
ities refuse to terminate or suspend custody the 

.These changes supersede Circular No. 80, War Department, 1941. 

535531°-43 
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enlisted man will be discharged. An honorable 
discharge may be given in this instance at the 
discretion of the officer with discharge authority. 

!. If civil custody exists and the record 01 the en1i8ted 
man indicates his undesirability, he will be dis­
charged and reported to the proper civil au­
thority. 

3. If civil custody does not exist the enlisted man will 
be either discharged or retltined in service de­
pendent upon his record while in service 

4. When, under the provisions of 1 and 3 above, a 
decision has been made to retain an enlisted 
man in service, a notation will be made in his 
service record indicating that his fraudulent 
entry by reason of concealment of a conviction 
of the type cited in (3) above has been waived. 
After such waiver, no further cognizance of, 
or action with respect to, the fraudulent entry 
will be taken at any time. 

b. B1I whom discharge ordered or waiver granted.-Discharge will be ordered 
or waiver granted under the provisions of this section by the appropriate 
commander specified in paragraph 5. 

[A. G. 220.8 (2 Jun 43).] (C 9, 19 Jun 43.) 

45. When involving desertion from prior military service.-a. When an 
enlisted man who has enlisted or been inducted is in a status of desertion from 
prior service in the Army. 

(1) If the statute of limitations is not applicable the enlisted man will 
be dropped from his current service and held to his :first untermi­
nated service and the appropriate commanding officer will dis­
pose of the charges of desertion. See paragraphs 13 and 22, 
AR61~OO. 

(2) If the statute of limitations is applicable, he will be discharged from 
the prior service from which he deserted, by reason of desertion 
and trial barred by 39th Article of War and he will be retained 
in his current service. 

(3) When an enlisted man is dropped an appropriate entry will be made 
in the service record for the period of service from which 
dropped showing why so dropped and to which period of service 
held adding other desired data as to records and reports. See also 
AR 345-125. 

b. When an enlisted man who h3$ enlisted or has been inducted and is in a 
status of desertion or unauthorized absence from the Navy, Marine Corps, or 
Coast Guard, radio or telegraphic report of the circumstances will be made to 
The Adjutant General who will ascertain whether the service from which the 
enlisted man deserted desires to take custody of the deserter. If the appropri­
ate service desires to accept custody, The Adjutant General will issue the neces­
sary instruction to effect the transfer and authorize the discharge of the deserter. 
If the service from which the enlisted man deserted does not desire to accept 
custody, he will be retained in his current service and action with regard to 
fraudulent entTY in the service will be taken as indicated in paragraph 44-

lA. G. 220.8 (2 Jun 43).] (C 9, 19 Jun 43.) 

2 
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DISCHkRGE: RELEASE FROM ACTIVE DUTY C 9 

-!s. Porm of discharge certificate to be given.-fI. An enlisted ma·n who 
procured his entry into the Army through enlistment and who is to be dis­
charged for the commission of a fraud as discussed in paragraphs 44 and 41S 
will be given a discharge from the Army of the United States (blue). The 
reason for the discharge will be stated on the certificate. 

b. Similarly a blue discharge will be given to those enlisted men who were 
inducted into the service due to misrepresentation except the discharge will 
read "for the convenience of the Government, together with a statement 
indicating specific reason for discharge . 

c. An exception to a and b is contained in paragraph 44a(3)(c)1. 
[A. G. 220.8 (2 Jun 43).] (C 9, 19 Jun 43.) 

49. By whom discharge ordered.-a. Statute of limitations applicable.-An 
enlisted man whose trial is barred by Article of War 39 upon return to mlUtUl'y 
control will be restored to duty by the communding general of the service com­
mand or other officer exercising general court martial jurisdiction, if physically 
and mentally fit for the performance of military service. If physically and 
mentally unfit for military service, the enlisted man will be discharged by 
reason of desertion and physical unfitness, trial barred by 39th Article of 

. War. See paragraph 21, AB 615-300. For unauthorized absences see para­
graph 21c AB 615-300. 

• • • • • • • 
[A. G. 220.8 (2 Jun 43).] (C 9, 19 Jun 43.) 

57. By whom discharge-ordered.-a. The commanding general of a command 
or other officers designated in paragraph 5 are authorized within their discretion 
to discharge enlisted men who during their term of service have been finally 
convicted by a civil court of an offense, the nature of which clearly Indicates 
that the individual is not a suitable person to associate with enlisted men or-

(1) Has been convicted of one of heinous crimes of treason, murder, 
rape, kidnapping, arson, sodomy, or pandering; or of any crime of 
sex perversion; or for any illegal dealing in narcotics or other 
habit-forming drugs. 

(2) Has been convicted of any offense and sentenced to confinement for 
a period in excess of 1 year in a prison or penitentiary. 

b. When absent.-If the enlisted man has been sentenced to imprIsonment 
while absent in desertion or in an unauthorized absence and discharge is con­
sidered desirable the officers specified In paragraph 5 are authorized to effect 
the discharge. 

[A. G. 220.8 (2 Jun 43).] (C 9, 19 Jun 43.) 

By ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR: 

OFFICIAL: 

J. A. ULIO, 
Major GeneraZ, 

The Aajutant General 

DISTRIBu:I'ION : 

A; E. 

8 

O. 0. MARSHALL, 
Chiel 01 Statl 
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OJlARGU} \ WAR DEPARTMENT, 
No. a \ W AJlBINGTON 2G, D.O., 11 June 1943. 

An 6US-S6O, ~~ovember 1942. 18 cllanaed as follows: 
51. Procedure. ..... Report required; 1DAeta em" &tI dam ma4e.-When an 

enllsted. man- ' 
'-• • • • • • • 

(j) Is dlsquallfted lor service, physically or In character, through h1s 
own miscondUct, and cannot be rehabilltated so as to render usefUl 
service before the expiration of h18 term of service without detri­
ment to the morale and efIlcieney of h18 organIzation, h18 company 
or detachment commander wID report the facts to the commanding 
officer. The report DlaY be prepared as a simple form, particu­
larly in speclal trahii,nB' units. Brevity is desired. 

• • • • • • • 
0. BOOt'" con..,ene" bfl oommfJncl£ng o8ker.-Upon receiving the report required 

by (I above, the commanding officer, or the next higher commander. as the case 
may be, wID convene a board of officers. three If practicable. one of whom will 
be a medical officer. to determine ·whethet or not the enllsted man should be 
discharged prior to the expiration of his term of service. Tbe officer making 
the report required by fJ above wID not be detalled as a member of this board. 
When available, a trained psychiatric examlnQr. or o1Dcer possessing such u­
perience, will be called as a witness In the case and present bis testimony to 
the board. 

,. ProoeetUng. of board. 

• 

(1) Rula of proce4.re ana e1:Iidence.-See .All. 420-5. 
(2) WitneB,eB BWOm.--See AB 420-5. 
(8) A.vtll.orized rooommendation,.-The board will recommend that the 

enlisted man be either discharged or reWned 10 service. A. recom­
mendation to discharge will be made when it bas been sh~WD that 
he cannot be developed to the extent', where he may be ex­
pected to absorb military training, or ~ un1lt to associate with 
enllsted men. If it is recommended that '"Ple enlisted man be re­
taJ.ned in service, a further recommendation "ill be made indicating 
the type of duty which It is believed he ca~ perform successfully • 

• • • • • • 
(6) Certificate 01 4iBabUitfi lor 4i'CM."gs; wlum ~m,an.ie4 bfl.-Be­

scinded. · . . . . \. . 
/. Disporitlotl 01 prooeedtnllB.i 

(1) WJ&.en. flisohMge tB not recomtfl.ml.4e4 bfl .oar'.-'PI1e proceedJ.np wID 
be returned to the convening authority for s\tch action on the 
board's recommendations as he may deem neceSpl'Y. Subsequent 
to final action, the proceedings will be flIed at the headquarters 

_ convening the tard and the officer makin, the report will be DOti-

.TIIeIe cIumpa aapenecle C 1, 1. DeeeDliler U'I. " . 
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fled of the 1lDal etlOll 'taken' bJ the, ~ If that officer is not the 
ame .. tJI.e ccm:venfnc auth.oiity. ' '., ,. , .' -. • 

(I) lnM'~" fIOt or ...... 
, (a)U ,the board of officers recommends that the enlisted man. 

, be: retained in aervice and that he be assigned" without 
stigma to a special training unit for further spec18.1 train­
ing, the proceedings will be forwarded to the commanding 
ofBcer of the special tr&1ning unit to which the enlisted 
man la transferred, and, if the man is rehabilitated,' will 
be destroyed. 

(b) If the board of omcera recommends that the enlisted man 
be retained in service in his present ass1gnIDent, the pro­
ceedings will be forwarded to the enlisted man's com­
manding ofBcer. 

(4) W'1Um duol/,(J,.ge u ordef'64.-At the time of discharge the proceedings 
w.J.ll be sent to the omcer who executes the discharge,' as authority 
therefor, and after the discharge haabeen effected, they wm be 
sent to The Adjutant General, with the servlcerecord and allied 
papers, for me. 

[A.. G. 220.8 (t Z1III.48).] (C 8, 11 Jun 48.) 

62. Basio War Department policy to be observed.-G. hy enlisted man 
will be discharged from the service when it is shown that for any of the causes 
mentioned In paragraph CSIG he cannot be developed to the extent where he 
may be expected to absorb mWtary training and become a satisfactory 
soldier. 

b. Provlsion wm be made for the training, reaSSignment, or discharge of inapt 
men in special tra1nin, units or installations. UntU such time as these facUlties 
may be otherwise proTided, army, corps, service command, diviSion, or other 
unit commanders may establish such special training units within their com­
mands as thq consider necessa.r'7. 1i'o1l use will be made of reclassification 
proced~ 

. [A.. Q.220.8 (' Zun 48).] (C 8, If .1'1111.43.) 

'ISS. By whom ftnal action taken and 4I1scbarge ordered.-a.. Commanding 
generals of sernce commands are authorized to delegate discharge authority 
to commanders of posta at which special training units are stationed or to 
special training unit battalion commanders, in addition to the commanding 
officers speci1led In paragraph'~. 

t. Commanding officers exercising cl1scharge authority under _ above will , 
maintain close contact with the local United States Employment· Service 
representative and complY' with paragraph 5,. Evel')" effort will be made 
to eatlSe enlisted men scheduled for discharge to accept employment in war 
industry or agriculture. 

e.Wben an honorable dl8Charge certlflcate III recommended under the au­
t1lorlQ' eontalned In paragraph 51t1( 4), discharge will not be ordered given on 
DlIcllarge from the Army of the United States (blue) (W. D.,A-G. O. Form 
lio.66). 

, (A. G. BO.S (e;,1III. ~a).) (C I, IT .1'1UI 48.) 
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AB 81&-880 
DISCHAaGJ: S 'Jt:mLZAS'B PBOM: A.C'J.'lVK DlJT!' 0 8 

t54. Term to be used. as cause ·of 4ischarge.--G. ,. oerI'/lotde 01 '''',."e.­
The term to be entered In the eerWleate of cUacbarge as the realOn tor 4t.eharp 
wlll be merely "Seet1on VUI, AB 816-860 I Dot el1arlble tor reenJlatmeD.t, Induc­
tion, or reln.ductton." 

• • • • • • • 
[.L G.220.8 (t IUD 48).J (C I. IT IUD 43.. 

155. Yorm of cUscharge cerWlcat8 to be Biven.--G. l!b::cept 81 otherwise p~ 
scribed In " below, the Dlsebarce from the .Army of the United States (blue) 
(W. D., A. G. O. Yorm No. 158) wUl be gtven. 

b. An Honorable DIscharge from the Army of the United States (W. D., 
A. G. O. 1I'0rm No. 155) will be liven when, according to the approved ftndtnp 
of the board of oftleara required by paragraph 1Sl0, the conduct of the enlisted 
man during bls current period of service has been such as would render his 
retention In the service desirable were It not for bls Inaptitude or lack of required 
adaptabUlty for mUltary 8el'T1ce. In such cases the discharge certUlcate wlll 
show that reenl1stment, induction, or reinduction 18 not warranted. 

[.L G. 220.1 (9 laD 48).] (C 8, IT IUD 43.) 

158. :Reenlistment, induction, or reinduction; e:trect upon.-The reenlist­
ment, induction, or relnduction of a man dlacharged for any of the ca.U&el 
enumerated In paragraph 514 Is not warranted, even If an honorable dlseharp 
certl1lcate bas been given, unless the cause of discharge Is subsequent17 removed. 

[.L G. 220.8 (9 IUD 48).] (C 8,lT laD 43.) 

BY OBDER OJ' THE SBCBJCTABT CD' W AJI: 

OJ'J'ICIAL I 
J. A. ULIO, 

JlGJor Oen.eml, 
'PluJ AdJ.tOll.I Oetteral 

DIaTBIBUTION I 

A: Ill . 

8 

G. 0. MARSHALL, 
O'Mef 01 BtG". 



ENLISTED MEN 

DISOlI.A:&GB; BJiIT.BASB FROltt ACTIVE DUTY 

NO.1} WAR DEPARTMENT. 
OHA.NGEI \ WASHINGTON, 8 lune 1948. 

AD 6W-360, 26\November 1942, III changed as follows : 
I. Authority to, order discharge. . . \ . . . . . 
,. (1) Commancf~ra will encourage men who are about to be separated 

from the service to accept employment In war industry, includ­
ing railro84s and agriculture, upon release from. active duty". 

(I) In order to dd In placing these enlisted men In war Industry, 
commanders having discharge authority will communicate with 
the local representatives of the United States Employment Serv­
ioe and through them appropriate railroad representatives, and 
wUl offer such employment officials an opportunity to Interview 
the Individual enlisted man prior to e1fecting discharge. The 
granting of passes to enlisted men due for discharge to visit war 
Industry employment officials is enoouraged. The retention on 
duty of the Individual enlisted man for a period of a few day' 
In order that appropriate Interview may be accomplished 11 
permissible. 

(8) The action directed in (1) and (2) above need not be taken In the 
cases of enlisted men ordered discharged to accept commissions, 
to enter another branch of the armed servioe, because of being key 
men in Industry, or In other oasu when the aotion 11 necessary. 

[A. G. 220.8 (IS-M-4S).) (C f, 8 June 194a.) 

By OBDEB OJ!' THE SECllETABY OJ/' W AB: 

OnrOL\L: 
I. A. ULIO, 

JlaJor General, 
The A4Juttm' ChMrGl. 

DISTRIBUTION: 

AIm. 

G. 0. MARSHALL, 
O1I,Hf of .,.~ 



-, 

ENLISTED MEN 

:AB 615-360 
06 

DISCHABGE; RELEASE FROM ACTIVE DUTY 

ORANGES} WAR DEPARTMENT, 
No.6 WASHINGTON, May ~, 1948. 

AR 615-360, November'26, 1942, Is changed as fo1l9WS: 
IS. Authority to order discharge. 

,/. . . . . . . 
0. (1) Commanders of units of the field forces having discharge authority 

normally will prescribe that actual discharge will be effected by the organ­
ization commander of the enlisted man concerned. However, in cases of 
alerted units and similar emergencies or when no field force commander hav­
ing discharge authority is available, the commander of the unit may direct that 
the enlisted man to be discharged be transferred by indorsement on his service 
record to the station complement, that is, service command or air service com­
mand agency, of the post, camp, or station at which the enlisted man Is located. 

• ... ... ... 
[A. G. 220.8 (5-20-43).] tc 6. May 25. 1943.) 

By ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF W AB: 

OFFICIAL: 

J. A. ULIO, 
Major General, 

The Adjutant General. 

DISTBmUTIoN: 

AjE. 

• • • 

G. O. MARSHALL, 
OAk! of Staff. 
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DISCHABGEj :a.m·EASE :FROJl[ A.CTIVE DUTY 

CHA~' WAR DEPARTMENT, 
No. W ASBINGTON, April 30, 1943. 

AR • November 26, 1942, is changed as follows: 
9. Bo d of medical offi.eers. · \. . . . . . 
b. Comp't.,Bition of board.-The board of medical officers required by a above " . will be composed of three members. if that number are present for duty; 

otherwise of ~ lesser number present for duty. See also paragraph US. 
• •. • * • • • '\ 

[A. G. 220.8 ~29-43).1 (C 5, Apr. 30, 1943.) 

6O~ By whom dis~arge ordered. 

c. 
'>c 

* 

• 

• , • • • * * 
(1) Discharge fot\convenience of the Government is delegated to the cOIn. 

manders s~i1led in paragraph 5b-

* • • • • • 
Requests for discha'~ under (1) (6) and (c) above will be forwarded 

by the officer e:x:er~sing discharge authority to the State Director 
of Selective Service\of the State of the applicant's registration for 
his recommendation. \ Based upon the recommendations of the State 
Director the enlisted., man will be discharged. or retained in the 
service. 

• • • * • • 
[A. G. 220.8 (4-30-43).J (C 5, Apr, 30, 1943.) 

By ORDER OF THE SECBErARY OF WAR: . 

OFFICIAL: 

J. A. ULIO, 
Major General, 

The Adjutant General. 

DISTRIBUTION: 

A; E. 
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DISClIABGE; RELEASE FROM ACTIVE DUTY 
, 

CRA"GEB} WAR DEPARTMENT, 
No. ~ WASWNGTON, April 16, 1943. 

AR 6~60, November 26, 1942, is changed as follows: 
\. 

", SEemON II 

''\..., DISABILITY 
", . Paragraph General ____________ ".::. ... ________________________________________________________ T 

Certificate of disabilltyfor discharge; when and by whom prepared_______________ 8 
Board of medical oftlcer8~_ ... ----------------------------------:..________________ 9 
Execution of certificate of dlsability for discharge; data required__________________ 10 
Action by commanding oftlcer olhospitaL_________________________________________ 11 
Statutory prov~ions for pensioDs-_____________________________________________ 12 

Action by dUebar~ .uthority _____ ~------------------------------------------_ 13 
Responsibility of surgeons-___________________________________________________ 14 Insanity ___________________________ ~________________________________________ 15 

Procedure subsequent to action by authority empowered to order dlseharge_________ 16 
Form of discharge certificate to be given ____________________________________ .. __ 11 
DiagnosiS not to be quoted in ~charge certificate; term to be used_________________ 18 

7. General.---a.· No man will be separated from active service because of disa­
bility if he can satisfy current minimum .physical and mental standards for 
induction into the Army. 

b. When an enlisted man with less than 20 years' service stationed in the 
United States becomes unfit for military service because of physical disablllty, 
or while overseas, is returned to the United States for physical disability, he 
will be hospitalized in a military hospital in the United States until his phYSical 
condition has reached a point where he can be returned to duty, or until it can 
be determined that the disability is such that physi~ rehabilitation for military 
service is not feasible. See paragraphs 5 and 68. When an enlisted man has 
more than 20 years' service, see AR 615-395. 

c. When rehabilitation for military service Is noti, feas!ble and when the 
enlisted man is to be separated from the service oni certificate of disability 
for discharge, irrespective of line of duty status, and further hospitalization 
is necessary, he will be transferred to a Veterans Adlninistratlon facility and 
will be discharged in the manner provided in AR 6{)()-5()();' except in terminal cases 
and those in which such transfer will endanger the patient's life or recovery. 
The excepted patients will be retained in the servic~ and hospitalized untll 
transfer to a Veterans Administration- facility becomes pC,ssible. 

d. An exception to the procedUre outlined in band q above will be made in 
the case of insular troops stationed in their native couQtry. When practicable, 
such enlisted men will be given necessary hospitalizatlop in a military hospital 
within the insular possesSion. Irrespective of line of ~uty status, and when 
Veterans Administration facilities are not available, th.- wlll be discharged on 
certificate of disability and held in a military hospital. and reported to the 
Veterans Administration for necessary action. 

8. Certificate of disability for discharge; when and \by whom prepared.-
a. When an enlisted man is hospitalized in a station hOspital and it is deter­
mined that he is to be discharged on certi!cate of d1sa~ility for discharge, 

-These changel supersede C 2. March 1. 1943. C 3. March 11. 1943. and Cire1llar No. '. War 
Department. 1943. ~. 
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he will be transferred without loss of grade by his unit commander to the 
station complement within 18 hours and will be carried as surplus until final 
disposition is made of his case. The commanding officer of the station com­
plement will prepare W. D., A. G. O. Form No. 40 (Certificate of disability 
for discharge), in quintuplicate, and forward to the commanding officer of 
the station hospital within U hours of receipt of the records.. The command­
ing officer of the station hospital is responsible for initiating the request and 
following up the action directed in the preceding sentence, and he will report 
to the commanding officer of the post in the event of any failure to comply. 
When the commanding officer of a hospital has requested preparation of Form 
No. 40, the preparation and forwarding of this form will not be delayed by 
placing an enlisted man before a reclassillcation board prior to his appearance 
before the certificate of disability for discharge board. 

b. When an enlisted man is hospitalized in a general hospital, he will be 
transferred to the detachment of patients at that general hospital, and his 
service record and allied papers will be forwarded without delay to the 
general hospital as prescribed in paragraph 9, AR 40-590. The commanding 
officer of the general hospital is responsible for all action leading to the 
speedy consummation of the certificate of disability for discharge. 

c. As soon as it is apparent that an enlisted man is to be discharged for 
disability the commanding officer of the hospital concerned will-

(1) Communicate with other military hospitals within the continental 
United States at which the enlisted man has been previously 
hospitalized, and obtain therefrom all original clinical records of 
his previous treatment. 

(2) Radio The Adjutant General for a photostat of the enlisted man's 
original report of physical examination on entrance into active 
Federal service. 

D. Board of medical officers.-a. By whom convened; purpo8e.-Upon receipt 
of a certificate of disability for discharge, the commanding officer of a general 
or station hospital will convene a board of medical officers to examine critically 
the enlisted man and enter on this form the data required by paragraph 10. 

b. Oompositfun of board.-The board of medical officers required by a above 
will be composed of three members, if that number are present for duty; other­
wise of the lesser number present for duty. See also paragraph 14. 

c. Duties of board of medical oflicers.--The board of officers required by a 
above will be governed by the principle that no man is to be separated from 
the military service because of disability if he can satisfy current minimum 
physical and mental standards for induction into the Army. ~ interpreting 
evidence and regulations the board will be guided by a painstaking sensitive­
ness to the interests of the Government and equally to those of the enlisted 
man. Questions of doubt which cannot be decided factually will be resolved 
in favor of the enlisted man. In every particular the· actions of the board 
)Vill be complete and thorough. 

/' 10 .. Execution of certificate of disability for discharge: data required.-a. 
As disability occurring in the service is usually made the basis of a claim for 
pension. special care will always be taken to set forth fully in the certificate of 
disability for discharge the origin of the disability and to .describe particularly 
the injUlT or disease and the disability arising therefrom. 

11. In connection with line of duty for pension purposes, the certificate will also 
state whether--

2 
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(1) Disability was iD.GU'red in nne of duty or not in nne of duty, together 
. with the facts upon which a decision Is based. See AR 845-415 aIid 

40-1025, as to what constitutes line of duty. 
(2) Enlisted man decUned treatment for the relief of the dlsabillty when 

same was directed. 
(8) DiSabllity is due to own misconduct. 
(4) Preexisting disabUlty, injury, or disease was or was not aggravated 

in line of duty by active m1l1tary service, together with nature 
of duty causing aggravat1on. 

o. It mot:e than one disability is of record or is claimed by the enlisted man and 
found to exist by the board of officers, the information listed in 11 (1) to (4) 
above, if applicable, wlll be set forth for each such additional disab1lity. 

11. Action by commanding officer of hospital.-a. If the board recommends 
the discharge of the enlisted man, all papers will be referred within 18 hours 
to the commander exercising discharge authority as prescribed in para­
graph 5. 

b. When the board of medical officers finds that the enlisted man's unfitness for 
service is due to one of the causes enumerated in paragraph 13b, and tbtlt he is 
mentally responSible, the commanding officer of the hospital will refer the case 
to the appropriate commanding officer for action prescribed in paragraph 510. 

12. Statutory provisions for pensions.-a. GeneraZ. 
(1) For disability resulting from personal injury or disease contracted In 

line of duty or for aggravation of a preexisting injury or disease 
contracted or suffered in line of duty when such disability was 
incurred in or aggravated by active military or naval service other 
than in a period of war service, * • • the United States will 
pay to any person thus disabled and who was honorably discharged 
from such period of service in which said Injury or disease was 
incurred, or preexisting injury or disease was aggravated, a pen­
sion * * *, but no pension shall be paid if the disability is 
the result of the person's own misconduct * * *. Part II, Veter­
ans' Regulation No.1 (a), par. I (a) (peacetime); act June ~3, 
1937 (50 Stat. 305; M. L., 1939, 8ec.1140). 

(2) The provisions above quoted as to line of duty, aggravation, honorable 
discharge, and misconduct also apply to part I, Veterans' Regulation 
No.1 (a) (wartime). 

b. MedicaZ judgment on preea:i8ting disease or injurt/. 
(1) * • * every person employed in the active mllltary or naval serv­

ice for six months or more shall be taken to have been in sound 
condition when examined, accepted, and enrolled for service, except 
as to defects, infirmities, or disorders noted at time of the examina­
tion, acceptance, and enrollment, or where evidence or medical judg­
ment is such as to warrant a finding that the disease or injury 
existed prior to acceptance and enrollment. Part II, Veterans' 
Regulation No.1 (a), par. I (b) (M. L., 1939, 8ee. 1140). 

(2) The foregoing is applicable in both the present war and peacetime. 
For disability Incident to prior wars substitute 90 days for 6 months 
where the latter appears above. 

c. Ewtra hazardous servWe.- * • * Any veteran otherwise entitled to 
pension under the provisions of part II of this regulation or the general pension 
law shall be entitled to receive the rate of pension provided in part I of this 

8 
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regalatwt,11! ~e dlsa~" ~~~ frpm an. ip.,J,W'Y 0, ~se~'V~ j,n line 
of duty (1) M a p.i~~ res~ ~f Iillm!,),d ro.;¢lc.t, 9i. (2)'\VbJ).~ ~gaged in extra 
hazardoaS'service, 1ncludlD&' such s.ervioe. u,ndeJ." c,qndlti~s simulating war, or 
(8) while the United States is engaged in war. • • .' Sep! 2, aot ot De~ 
bfff 19,1941 (PubZic Law 859, 77th Oong.) (55 Stat. 8#) (S60. I, BuZZ. 40, w. D., 
1941). 

fl,' S~ ~.--'lbat t;h.e Aamin~~t;Qr ~f Vet~ns' Atfalrs is hm:.eby 
.authori.Zed Ilnd d1reet~ tQ Include in the regolatipns pertatni.nz to service con­
nection of disabUiti~ Ildditional provisions in effect requIrin~ that in each case 
where a veteran is seek1n~ serviCe connection for any disability due ()Onsideratlon 
shall be given to the places, types, and eircumstances of his service as shown by 
his service record, the o:fliclal history of ooch organization in which he serVed, 
his medical records. and all pertinent medical and lay evidence. 

In the case of any veteran who engaged in combat with the enemy in active 
service with the mllltary or naval organization of the United States during 
some war, campaign, or expedition, the Administrator of Veterans' Affairs is 
authorized and directed to accept as sufficient proof of service connection of 
any disease or injury alleged to have been incurred in or aggravated by service 
in snch war, campaign, or expedition, satisfactory lay or other evidence of 
service incurrence or aggravation of such injury or dIsease, if consistent with 
the circumstances, conditions, or hardships of such service, notwIthstanding 
the fact that there is no official record of such incurrence or aggravation in such 
service, and, to that end, shall resolve every reasonable doubt in favor of such 
veteran: Provided, That service connection of such injury or disease may be 
rebutted by clear and convincing evidence to the contrary. The reasons for 
granting or denying service connection in each such case shall be recorded in 
full Act of December 20, 1941 (Public Law 361, 77th Cong.) (55 Stat. 874) 
(soo. II, BuU. 40, w. D., 1941). 

(, 13. Action by discharging authority.--a. Commanders authorized by para-
graph 5 to order discharge on account of disability will insure before ordering 
such discharge, that the enlisted man shall have been held under observation 
for a sufficient length of time to determine that he cannot satisfy current 
minimum physical and mental standards for induction into the Army. Due 
consideration will be given to available facilities for rehabilitation. 

b. Discharge on certificate of disability for discharge will not be ordered 
when, in the opinion of the board of medical officers, the enlisted man, while 
mentally -responSible for his action, is inapt or does not possess the required 
degree of adaptability for the military service or gives evidence of habits or 
traits of character which serve to render his retention in the service unde­
sirable, and the underlying cause of these characteristics is constitutional psycho­
pathic state, mental deficiency, chronic alcoholism, or drug addiction. Such a 
case will be disposed of as prescribed in paragraph llb. If, however, it is the 
opinion of the board of medical officers that the enlisted man is not mentally 
responsible for his actions, he will be discharged on certificate of disability for 
discharge. 

Vl4. Responsibility of surgeons.-Rescinded. 
15. Insanity.-Regulations for the care and disposition of the insane are 

contained in AR 6()(H)()(), and in the discharge of insane cases these regulations 
will be so lilodi1led as to be in accord therewith. 
, 16. Procedure subsequent to action by authority empowered' to order dis­

-charge.-(J. After having been acted on by the commander authorized by para-
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graph 5 to order such discharge, the certi1icate of disability for discharge will 
be returned to the station hospital commander, who, if the discharge is author­
ized, will cause the enlisted man to be discharged or disposed of as provided in 
paragraph 5, and will also take the further action required by band c below. 
Identical action will be taken by the commanding o:fH.cer of a general hospital. 

b. Di8po8ition of certi{lcate of disability for discltarge.-The certifiCate of disa­
bility for discharge will be forwarded direct to The Adjutant General by indorse­
ment showing-

(1) The fact, place, date, and type of discharge. 
(2) That the enlisted man was furnished the required dIscharge papers. 
(3) The future address given by the discharged enlisted man. 

This certificate will not, under any circ\llDstances, be given Into the hands of 
the enlisted man. 

c. Duplicate copies.-A carbon copy of the approved certificate of disability 
for discharge will be forwarded direct to--

(1) The Surgeon GeneraL 
(2) The commanding general of the service command or in the case of 

an Army Air Forces station, to the commanding general of the 
air force or command under which the station functions. 

(3) Veterans Administration as prescribed in e below or AR 600-500. 
(4) Hospital file. 

d. Preparation Of application for pension. 
(1) 'When decision has been made to discharge an enlisted man for dis­

ability, and regardless of opinion as to line of duty status, the 
commanding officer of the hospital will inquire whether the 
enlisted man desires to file a claim for pension, and will advise 
him carefully of his rights as contained in laws quoted in para­
graph 12. If the enlisted man wishes to file a claim, the com­
manding officer of the hospital will cause such claim to be pre­
pared on Veterans Administration Form No. 526, which com­
pleted and executed form will be attached to the certificate of 
disability for discharge as provided in e below. In describing 
the disability on which claim for pension is based, great care will 
be taken to describe each and every disability as stated in the 
certificate of disability for discharge. If the enlisted man does 
not elect to file a claim for pension, his signed statement to that 
effect will be attached to his service record and a signed copy 
furnished the Veterans Administration. 

(2) Field directors of the American National Red Cross are authorized 
in accordance with AR 850-75 to perform the above service on 
request from commanding officers concerned who will afford field 
directors full cooperation. Field directors have complete infor­
mation, forms, and instructions governing the handling of such 
claimS. 

e. Records trtm8ferred to Veterans Administration when discharged at Armg 
hospital. 

(1) Immediately after the patient's discharge on certificate of disa­
bility, the commanding o:fH.cer of the hospital will forward the 
following records to the office of the Veterans Administration as 
indicated below nearest to the hospital where the man ill 
discharged. 
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(a) Photostat of th~ original report of physical examination 
on entrance into the military service. 

(b) All original clinical records available, clearly marked, 
"Loaned to Veterans Administration!' (pars. 35, 39, 
and 70. AR 40-1025.) 

(c) Copy of the Certificate of Disability' for Discharge (W. D., 
A. G. O. Form No. 40). 

(d) Statement of type of discharge, whether honorable or 
otherwise, prepared by the personnel officer. (Not re­
quired if 1943 edition of Form No. 40 is used.) 

(e) Application for pension (Veterans Administration Form 
526) or copy of enlisted man's statement that he does not 
elect to :file claim, under the provisions of d(l) above. 

(2) The above records will be forwarded by a letter, enumerating all 
inclosures, and a copy of the letter will accompany the completed 
service record and allied papers forwarded to The Adjutant 
GeneraL 

(3) Veterans Administration oRices.-Use address "Veterans Adminis­
tration," followed by city' and State, including building or street 
address if given. 

Albuquerque, N. 14ex ________ _ 
Atlanta, Ga ________________ _ 
Batavia, N. Y ______________ _ 
Bay Pines, Fla ______________ _ 
Boise, Idaho ________________ _ 
Boston, 14ass _______________ _ 
Brecksville, Ohio _____________ _ 
Bronx, N. Y ________________ _ 
Cheyenne, ~yo _____________ _ 
Columbia, S. C ______________ _ 
Dayton, Ohio _______________ _ 
Dearborn, Mich _____________ _ 
Denver, Colo _______________ _ 
Des Moines, Iowa ___________ _ 
Excelsior Springs, Mo ________ _ 
-Fargo, N. Dak ______________ _ 
Fayetteville, N. C ___________ _ 
Fort Harrison, 14onL ________ _ 
Fort Howard, Md ___________ _ 
Hines, DI __________________ _ 
Huntington, ~. Va __________ _ 
Indianapolis, Ind ___________ _ 
Jackson, Miss ______________ _ 
Je:fferson Barracks, 140 _______ _ 
Lexington, Ky ______________ _ 
Lincoln, Nebr ______________ _ 
Little Rock, Ark ____________ _ 
Los Angeles, CaliL _________ _ 
Lyons, N. J ________________ _ 
Manchester, N. H ___________ _ 
1rIinneapoIis, Minn __________ _ 
Montgomery, Ala ___________ _ 
Murfreesboro, Tenn __________ _ 
Muskogee, Okla _____________ _ 
Newington, Conn ___________ _ 
New Orleans, La ____________ _ 
Philadelphia, Pa ____________ _ 
Pitisburg~Pa--------------­
Portlan~Oreg--------------_ 

6 

Veterans' Administration Facility. 
Do. . 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Post Office Building. 
Veterans' Administration Facility'. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Old Customhouse. 
Veterans' Administration Facility. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Federal Building. 
Veterans' Administration Facility. 

Do. 
Do. 

Federal Building. 
Veterans' Administration Facility. 

Do. 
Federal Building. 
Veterans' Administration Facility. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

333 St. Charles Street. 
New Customhouse. 
Veterans' Administration Facility. 

Do. 

-- .. 



.. 

AR 615-360 
DISCHARGE; RELEASE FROM ACTIVE DUTY 0 4 

Providence, B. 1______________ Federal Building. 
Reno, Nev __________________ Veterans' Administration Facility. 
Roanoke, Va________________ Do. 
Salt Lake Oity, Utah__________ Do. 
San Francisco, CaliL_________ Do. 
Seattle, Wash _______________ Federal O:fllce Building. 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak ___________ Federal Building. 
Togus, Maine ________________ Veterans' Administration Facility. 
Tucson, lUiz________________ Do. 
Waco, Tex__________________ Do. 
Washington, D. C ____________ Veterans' Administration :Building. 
White River Juncton, VL _____ Veterans' Administration Facility. 
Wichita, Kans_______________ Do. 
Wood, Wis__________________ Do. 

(4) When transferred to hospitals designated by Veterans Administra­
tion and discharged. 

(a) When enlisted men becoming unfit for further military 
service are to be transferred to a Veterans Adminis'tra­
tion facility for further treatment and discharge for dis­
ability, Veterans Administration Form. P-IO, properly 
prepared, will be forwarded, with other records listed 
in (1) above, to the facility designated upon request by 
the Medical Director, Veterans Administration, Wash­
ington, D. C. 

(b) It will not. be necessary to include Veterans Administra­
tion Form. P-IO and copy of the clinical record in the 
report sent by the commanding officer of the general or 
station hospital to the Medical Director, Veterans Ad­
ministration, in requesting designation of a facility for 
discharge and treatment. 

(5) Discharge not to be delayed. 
(a) Enlisted men ordered discharged on cedificate of disability 

need not be held in hospital pending receipt of the records 
to be obtained in accordance with paragraph Be. 

(b) When the photostat of the original report of physical ex­
amination on entrance into the active Federal military 
service has not been received from The Adjutant General 
and the patient is ready for discharge, he will be dis­
charged from the military service, and the records listed 
in (1) above will be held at the hospital until receipt of 
the photostatic copy of the physical examination; then all 
records will be forwarded immediately to the nearest Vet­
erans' Administration o:fllce. 

(c) In the event the patient is to be discharged to the care of a 
Veterans Administration facility, all records, except the 
photostat, will be forwarded with the patient to the facil­

ity. The photostat will be forwarded to the same facility 
immediately upon receipt by the commanding o:fllcer of the 
hospital. Requested clinical records will be forwarded 
when received in the same manner as photostats, but other 
records will not be held in the hospital pending the receipt. 
Commanding officers of military hospitals will not delay 
compliance with the action directed in paragraph 8c in 
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order to accumulate a number of cases. If, however, a 
group of enlisted men in hospital are subject to determina­
tion of disability warranting discharge, their names (not 
over 20) may be placed in one radiogram, and will be 
arranged in alphabetical order. 

17. Form of discharge certificate to be given.-a. In line Of duty.-An Hon­
orable Discharge from the Army of the United States (W. D., A. G. O. Form 
No. 55) will be given unless otherwise directed by the approved. proceedings of 
the board of officers required by paragraph 3b(2). 

b. Not in line of duty.-Same as a above except that-
(1) If the disability is the result of misconduct occurring in the man's 

current enlistment, a discharge from the Army of the United States 
(blue) CW. D., A. G. O. Form No. 56) will be given. 

(2) Unless otherwise directed by the approved proceedings of a board 
of officers, or unless the disability was noted on the enlistment or 
induction papers, or unless the nature of the service rendered by 
the man merits an honorable discharge, a Discharge from the Army 
of the United States (blue) (W. D., A. G. O. Form No. 56) will 
be given if the disability is the result of misconduct which occurred 
prior to the current enlistment or period of service. 

[A. G. 220.8 (3-16-43).] (C 4, Apr. 16, 1943.) 

18. Diagnosis not to be quoted in discharge certificate; term to be used.­
The diagnosiS given in the certificate of disability for discharge will not be 
quoted. The term to be entered in the certificate of discharge as the reason for 
discharge will be an abbreviated reference to the cause thereof, together with the 
authority therefor, for example, CDD, 4th Ind., Hq., W. R. G. Ho, Mar. 12, 
1943. 

[A. G. 220.8 (3-16-43).J (C 4, Apr. 16, 1943.) 

• • * • * * * 
60. By whom discharge ordered.-a. Except as provided below, enlisted men 

. will be discharged for the convenience of the Government by authority of the 
Secretary of War only. Such authority may be given either in each individual 
case or by an order applicable to all cases of a class specified on the order. 

b. Discharge for convenience of the Government is delegated to commanding 
officers of Armed Forces Induction Stations only when in the operation of such 
stations it is evident that a registrant is improperly assigned and inducted, in 
which case he may be discharged for immediate enlistment in the Navy (Marine 
Corps or Coast Guard). Prior to such discharge it will be ascertained that the 
individual is phYSically and otherwise acceptable to the Navy (Marine Corps 
or Coast Guard). 

c. (1) Discharge for convenience of the Government is delegated to the 
commanders speclfied in paragraph 5b--

(a) To accept commission in the Armed Forces; to accept ap­
pointment as a commissioned warrant officer in the United 
States Coast Guard, chief warrant officer in the United 
States Marine Corps, commissioned warrant officer in the 
United States Navy and warrant officer in the Army of the 
United States. Prior to such discharge the discharging 
authority will be in possession of documentary evidence 
from the proper authority that the enlisted man is accept-

8 
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a~ and wU1 b,e ~ppointed as above.. ~ wtll be caned ~ 
active duty, hnmed.lately if discharged ~m the Army of the 
United Statel:(. 

(b) Based upon the enUsted man's importance to national health, 
safety, or Interest 

(c) Based upon claim that the enUsted man was erroneously 
classified, should not have been Inducted, and did not have 
the opportunity to present his calSe to the appeal board. 

(2) Requests for discharge under (1)( a) and ( c) above will be forwarded 
by the officer exercising discharge authority to the Sta.te Director 
of Selective Service of the State of the applicant's registration 
for his recommendation. Based upon the recommendations of 
the State Director the enlisted man will be discharged or retained 
in the service. 

d. BequeBfB for discharge or release from active service by reason 01 being a 
former key man in industry (nece88ary man for lDar production).-Final actioo 
on each, case in th,is ca.teg(WlI will be taken by The Adjutwnt General. Enlisted 
men who request release from active duty by reason of being a former key man 
in industry (necessary man for war production) will be informed that all such 
requests must be initiated and executed 'under oath by the responsible head of 
the firm. or agency by which the enlisted man was employed at the time of his 
entry into the military service. 

e. In case of enlisted man released under e(l) (b) and d above the following 
action will be taken: 

(1) NationaZ Guardsmen.-Revert to state control. For the duration of 
the war, members of the National Guard of the United States on 
Inactive status may not be discharged from their Federal status 
by State order. 

(2) Members Of Regular Army Reser'IJe.-Revert to inactive status. 
(3) All others.-Discharge unless the War Department specifically directs 

transfer to a Reserve component. 
[A. G. 220.8 (3-22--43).] (C 4, Apr. 16, 1943.) 

62. Form of discharge certificate to be given.-a. Unless otharwlse directed 
herein or by the approved proceedings of the board of officers required by para­
graph 3b(2), an honorable discharge from the Army of the United States will 
be given, if discharged. 

b. All discharge certificates executed "for the convenience of the Govern­
ment" will, in addition to that phrase, contain a short statement indicating 
the specific cause for the discharge. 

[A. G. 220.8 (3-22--43).] (C 4, Apr. 16, 1943.) 

By ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF W.ABo 

OFFIOI.AL: 
J. A. ULIO, 

Maj(W GeneraJ, 
The Adjutant General. 

DISTBIBUTlON : 

A;E. 

9 

G. C. MARSHALL, 
Ohief Of 8taff. 
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CHANGES} WAR DEPARTIODlf'1'~ 
No. S WA8BINGTON. MRl'Ch 18, 1948. 
AR 615-860. November 26, 1942. Is changed 88 follows : 
60. By whom discharge ordered. 

• • • • • • • 
1I. Discharge for convenience of the Government delegated to the, como. ' 

manding 01licers of Armed Forces Induction Stations only when m the 
operation of Armed Forces Induction Stations, it is evident that a registrant 
is 'improperlY' assigned and inducted, he may be discharged for immediate 
enlistment in the Navy (JI[arine Corps or Coast Guard). Prior to such 
discharge it will be ascertained that' the individual is physically and other-
Wise acceptable to the Navy (JI[arine Corps or Coast Guard). ' 

0. Discharge for convenience of the Government delegated to commanding 
e'en~ra1s of service commands and the commanders speci1led in paragraph ISb 
to accept appointment and immediate call to active duty as acommJaaioned. 
warrant o1licer in the United States Coast Guard, chief warrant 01licer in ~ ," 
United States Marine Corps, commissioned warrant o1licer in theUnitecl " 
States Navy, warrant o1licer in the Army of the United Statea.,Prl~r to 
such discharge for the purpose stated, the discharging authority'~ be ~, 
possession of documentary evidence from. the proper author:ltytb,at aUch 
enlisted man is acceptable and will be appoInted as above, and;.wttl be CallOd.;l 
to active duty immediately if diScharged from the Army of thel1ntted Sta*. 

4. All requests received for release fn>.1}l active duty or discha~ 

• • • • • • .' e. (1) Enlisted men who request release from active duty l)y reason of being 

• 

Ii former key man in industry (necessary IIUQi for war p1'Od.uction) ;~i 

will be informed that all such requests must be initiated and ex&­
cuted under oath by the responsible head Of,the 1lrm'or',~CY:by 
which the enlisted man was employed at the time o~, his entry into '''', , ";< 

the military service. Filial action on cases of this nature Is ~ 
by The Adjutant General. 

* • • • • • 
[A. G. 220.8(3-7-43).] (C 3, Mar. 13, 1943.) 

By ORDER OF THE SJIlC8ETABY OF WAR: 

G. C. MARSHALL. 
Ohief of Staff. 

OFFICIAL: ,. 

i. A. ULIO, 
Major General" 

The Adjutant General. 

DISTBIB~N: 

A; E. 
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An 81cHJeo, NOvem~. 190, III ehaDpd as folloWS:' 'i'~ , 

.. 11. J'orm of ~Cerwlcate to, be glveu.-'1'l)e form of ~ 
" t:ertl4cate to be given wUl be .. tolloW8: ' . ~ . , . '. • , , , 

b. No' '" Uu of ''''u.~e a ... above except ,that­. . . ~. . • • 
(2) U'nl .. ~erwUe ~,b7 the approved p~'of a boud 

of ofllcen,,',~ unleaa. the \~bUity ",u noted ~ th~, en1Iatn1ent 
or, induction papera, or unlfa the ~ture of the 8U'Vloe reu.dered 
bJ" ~e man merits an hon~ble d!acharge.a dlacharge troJb. the, 
Arm7 of the trDlted States Q,lue) will be giVen if the dlaabJUt\r 
is the result at misconduct ~Ich occurred'pl'lor to the oul'l'Q.t 
enlistment or period of service:, 

[Ao Q. 220.8 (2-4-48).] ,(C 2. Mar. 1 •. 1943\ 
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DISClIARGll: RELEASE FROlII[ ACTIVE DUTY 

CHANGES} \ WAR DEPARTMENT, 
No.1 WASHINGTON, December 14, 1942. 

AR 615-360, November 26, 194~ is changed as follows: 
52. Basic War Department pdlicy to be observed. 

* • • \. • • • 
b. Provision will be made for the\~raining, reassignment, or discharge of inapt 

men in special training units or instftJ.lations. Until such time as these facilities 
may be otherwise provided, army, co~, service command, division, or other unit 
commanders may establish such speci.l traIning units within their commands. 
Full use will be made of reclassification i1focedure. 

\ 
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PROVISIONS 
p ....... 

When WlfCUII.rg1lU--.-------lI'I"-----,-----l!i:------------.-----------___________________ ' 1 
~tldcate of _____________________________ ~ 

Cbaraeter______ _ ________________________ ,___ a 
_ectlve date of __________________________________ .__ • 

Authority to _I 
Administrative men to reserve componeu.t ____ ~_'...:..., e 

;'1. 11II11I".","Ul:JlWIILr15'eu..-a. f:I·mrA'ITU".--'~-11e periods ot service, training and llen-
Jte, enUstJ«ent, of all members of the of the United States now or hereafter 
tn-or eet to active mll1tary service of United States are extended durl.lIC 
tile 'tence of any war In which the States Is engaged, and durlug the 

hs Immediately follOWing the ot any such war. 8ee '60. J, act 
~;ymb6r' n, 19,fl (558tat. 800). 
4,'1. So much of these regulations aa are In t1tIlruC~ with a aboTe are hereby 
~nded tor the duration of any war plus 6 mO:lJlb.s. 
~}:'.,. Unle88 sooner d1aebarged for speclftc canaes, 

. enlisted mall wUI be dIacharged on the date upon 
hereinafter authorized. an 

he will have completed 

:, --DIe paDIphIet 11Ipene4.. All .1 .... , AprD f, 1111, taapt.lq 0 I, October 11, !MI; 
JIal'qraph I, IIIOtIoa I, Otroalar Ife. 14, MOtt •• II, Ciroular pancraph J, IIeCtIoe m, 
CHroular Bo. 10, aDd paracraph I, notloD II, Olrcular Bo. IM1J ...uoa 
m; Olroular Jro. H, Ciro1Ilar Jlo ... , HOtiOD I, Olroalar Jro. III, Clroular ... 1,." 
hatar B.. HI, HOtte. I, 01!calar Jlo. III, eel MOtta I, m, War Depart.. 
..... IHl; parqrapll .. ..atloa I, otroalar If .. _0 ... ttoa 'Y, Be. 4'1, JU'&P&pJa 
\:~~tloa lV, c:ItrMJar .. ~ ltTj ...uoa II, Ohaalu Ifo. .... II, 0Iraalar If .. DI, 
IIeti6Ioa D. OIJqJar _ .. III, uel HOtlOll lV, 0h'G1Ilar JrQ. '61, Wu I ... 
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AB 615-360. 
1 ENLISTED M'I'.N 

his term of eemce. 8llhject to the pro'\"'lstons of the one bundred and 8eventh 
article of war, except when-

(1) Awaltlng trial or retmlt of trial 
(2) Retained In servlre under authority of the Secretary of War. 
(3) Awaiting discharp on certiftC'ate of c!1.I!abfHty. See paragraph 8. 
(4) Retained In Ben-ice with his own CODlJent to undel'lO medical care or 

hospltallzatlon. See section XIII. 
d. Date of cfi.!charge.-Tbe date on which an ('nUsted man 18 normally due 

tor discharge upon completion of a I-year or S-yt>ar enlistment Is the day next 
preceding the first or third anniversary of tbe day of enl18tment, as the caBe may 
be. An enlisted man enlisted on February 29 for 1 year or 8 years Is normally 
due for dIscharge on February 28 of the first or third year thereafter as 
the case may be. 

e. Time Io.d to be ma4e goocf.-Every enlisted man who, In an existing or sub­
sequent enllstment. deserts the service of the United States, or without proper 
authority absents himself from bis organization, &tatlon, or duty for more than 
1 day, or wbo is conftned for more than 1 day under sentence, or wblle awaIt­
Ing trial and disposition of his case. If the trial results In conviction. or throup 
the Intemperate U8e of drugs or alcoholic Uquor, or through disease or InJury 
the result of bls own misconduct. renders hlmtlelf unable for more than 1 day 
to perform duty. shall be liable to &erve, after bIs return to a foll~uty statlla, 
for wch period as shall. with the time he may bave served prior to sucb deeer­
tion, unautborized absence. conftnement. or InabUity to perform duty. amount 
to the full term of that part of bls enlilltment period wblcb he Is required to 
serve with bls organlMtion before being dlschargro. He cannot begin to make 
good 8Uch time until restored to a full-duty stataa. I'or effect upon enlistment 
allowance see AR ~2420. 

f. If awaiting trial or "Milt of trial bJl COUTt martial.-If an enILllted man 
on the date on whIch be would otherwise be discharged Is awaiting trial. or 
result of trial. by court martial, he wIll not be di!!cbarged until announcement 
ot sentence or l't"C'elpt of an order pubUshlnC the case or otherwise d18pos1nc of 
It. For the e11'ect1ve date of discharge Bee paragraph 40. 

g. If en rovte 10 United Btate •. 
(1) A. C(UtloZ for dUcAarge.-Ao enllsted man ep route to the United 

States trom the PhUlpplne Islands, Rawall. the Canal Zone., AI.". 
or elsewhere o'\"'erseas, as a casual. tor dlscbar,e, will not nnd« 
any circumstances be dlfICb"arged prior to arrival at a port of ... 
barbUon or replacement depot In the United States. 

(2) A. mrmber Of Of"gani.:ation. 

(a) An enllsted man wbose period of enlistment expires wblle at 
sea en route to the United States with his organizatloB 
and wbo slgniftes bis intention to reenlist tor the __ 
organization on the day followlnl dischafle w11l be ... 
charged and reenlisted at eeL 

U) Those who do not Bigolfy tbe1r IntentiOD 80 to reenUst wID .. 
held 10 eerv1ce until they arrive In the United States. 

(3) Hel4 ttl .~ for COftt1enience of Governmt"Jllt.-Whenever an 
listed man fa held In service after the expiration of h1a perled. 
of enlistment under the condltlons nated In this paragra~ he wIl 
be regarded u having been 80 beJd for the convenience of 0.1 
GoTemment. .', 



AB61~ 
DISCHARGE; RELEASE FROM ACTIVE DUTY 1-6 

A. Sick (n IaMplfa' wheft t6nJJ of enlistment ~.-8ee paragraph 7 • 
.. EfIl~ted men deJlned.-Tbe lerm "enlisted men" as 1l8ed herein lnclndee all 

men enllsted or Inducted as enlisted men of all componenta of the Army of the 
United States In active Federal service. 

2. Certl1lcate of diacharge.-8ee Aft 34~70. 
3. Character.-(J. See AR 845--470. 
b. Board of ofTlcer' to ctetermifte character. 

(1) When required; notice to be given,.-Except 10 eases In which di8-
charge Is specifically required to be given on W. D., A. G. O. Form 
No. 56 (Discharge from the Army of the United States (blue), or 
on W. D., A. G. O. Form No. 57 (Dishonorable Discharge from the 
Army of the United States) the company or detachment commander, 
when of the opinion that an enlisted man's service haH not been 
honest and faithful and that he Is not entitled to a charact£'r at 
least "Good," will 80 notify the enlisted man, If practicable, SO days 
prior to discharge and will at the same time notify the commanding 
om~r or the next hIgher otllcer it the company or detachment com­
mander Is also the commanding otllcer. 

(2) Action "" commanding oJ7lcer.-Upon rece1rlng the notice required 
by (1) above, the commanding or next higher oftlcer will In every 
case convene a board of olllcers, three it practieable, to determine 
the character and form of discharge certificate to be given the en­
listed man. The company or detachment commander Is not ellglble 
for detail on this board. 

(3) Hearing to be given.-Tbe enlisted man will be given a hearing before 
the board. 

(4) Finding, tlnal, when approved.-When approved by the convening 
authority, the findings of the board as to the character and form 
of discharge certificate to be given are final. If the board and the 
convening authority are In disagreement, the proceedings will be 
forwarded to the nen higher administrative commander, whose 
action will be final. 

(5) Hcope and disposition Of proceeditlgs.-Tbe proceedings of the board, 
showing. all facts pertinent to the inqniry, will be forwarded to 
The Adjutant General with W. D., A. G. O. Form No. 24 (Service 
Record) for file. 

4. Effective date of dlscbarge.--a. Actual or constructitle.-The discharge of 
an enlisted man takes effect on the date of notice to him of his discharge. Such 
notice may be either-

(1) Actual, as by delivery of the discharge certificate, In which ease the 
enlisted man wlli be required to acknowledge receipt of notice of 
discharge in final Indorsement of service record, or 

(2) Constructive, where such delivery cannot be made owing to his 
absence for his own convenience or through his own fault, for ex­
ample, where the man may be missing, or in the hands of the c1vll 
authorities. In such a case receipt at the proper station of the en­
listed man of the order dlrectlng his discharge wlll be deemed 
sufficient notice. The date of the receipt of the order and the 
rea80n why actual notice thereof was not given to the enllsted man 
will be indorsed upon the dlscharge cert1flcate. 



b. IUIJM.--Tbe effective date ot the dlsdlaJlle ot an fnaane enlisted man may 
alao be constructive, as when placed In an institution. See AR ~ 

c. WAeR r~ m ~ IJtOtlUi", Iriol or f"UfIlt 0/ trial.-Wben an en­
listed man is retained In service as preaer1bed in P8.ravaph 14, the effective 
date of his d1scharge depends upon the retmlt ot his trlal, or t.M d1spoaI.tlon 
made of the case. for example, an enllsted man who has prenotlllly kNIt DO time 
which he is reQoired to make good under the one bundred and lleventb article ot 
war ls conftned awaiting trial 30 da}'1l previoll8 to the date on wh1c:b be would 
otherw18e bave been discharged and the result of bis trial Is DOt announced unW 
10 days subsequent to that date; then-

(1) If omtActed.-The effective date of his dlscbarge will be 30 days after 
the expiration ot hJs term ot con1inE'ment. 

(2) If ocqvitted.-Tbe effective date ot bis discharge will be thE' date of 
announcement of acqnlttaI. and he will be regarded as baTing been 
retained In serrlce 10 days for the convenJenct> ot the GoTernment. 

4. When ab~ in de.ertiOfl..-It an enllsted man 18 absent in desertloJl when 
an order for his discharge is received, the discharge will not be executed. but 
Ibe enlisted man will be dropped 88 a deserter. 

5. Authority to order discharge.---o. The autborlty granted to the command. 
Ing generals of service commands to order the discharge or other release trom 
active duty ot en1lsted men prior to expiration ot their term ot service extends 
to all places within the territorial limits of the service command. IncludlD& 
exempted posts, eaIDps, or stations. Except 88 prescribed In b below, IJUCb C8J!IeB 

will be referred to the commanding general of the appropriate serTke command 
for declslon. - . 

b. Except 88 to releases trom active duty, the authority above YeSted In tile 
commanding ,ener'8l8 of sen-ice commands 18, with respect to the enlisted men 
of their commands, bereby extended to tbe commanding oftlcel'8 of named 
general hospitals, reception centers, staging areas, ports of embarkation. aad 
to the commanders ot aU administrative unIts and lnBtaUations commanded by 
general oftlcers.. 

o. (1) The commanders ot all units and lnstallations of the Army DOW 

ha'Ving power to order discharge may, when it Is to the best Inten.t 
ot the service, direct tlmt the enlisted man to be clliIcha.rge4,'" 
transferred by Indorsement on bl8 sen-ice record to the .t.atIoo 
complement. that is, sen-Ice command or air semce connl'.,... 
qeDcy. of the POst. camp, or station at which the eoHsted ... lit 
then located.. When an enlisted man Is to be dl8charpdu-Oe 
~lt o! completion of an oftlcer candidate BChooI. ADd 1a-£aIM 
where It 18 manifef!t.Iy not to the economic advantqle of tile CloY­
emment to effect the transfer referred to above, the <'nIJ)IDander 

authorizing tbe discharge. should normally prescribe that the dI&­
charge be eJ'fected by the organIzation commander f1 the enllated 
man. 

(2) Regardle88 ot arm or aervlce, any enllsted mo to be dIBcharged tor 
physical or mental d1sqnal11lcation under sectkIe n. who 111 • 
patient in a general bospltal wUl be dJ..scharJecI tIaereln. If filii 
enlisted man 1B a patient to a station hospital he wID ~ dlaeharWed 
as preacrlbed In (1) above. An enllBted IIUlD wtU DOt be tIl8ebarpd 
tor physical or mental dl.8quall.6cation anleea a prior JD!I'IMeaI auney 
has been made in a general or station hospital 
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A.B 815-380 
DISCHARGE; RELEASE FROM ACTIVE DUTY G 

(8) When a dechdon Is made to transfer an enllsted maD .. Pl'OTlcJed 
In (1) above. aU ~Ings prert'qulslte to detprmlDaUou of 
approval for dlscha.rge, including the approval or thP oftlcer em· 
powered to authoriR discharge, will bP completed prior to transfer. 
Wbf'n this type of trans1f'r Is to be efft>Cted, special orders wlll bt> 
publlshPd only In tnstanees requiring tru,·el. t-'1othlng and equl~ 
mf'nt will be disposed of a8 prt'SCrlbed In paragrapb 8b, AU 61!').....40. 

d. When di8charges other than those stlpulatro ix>lvw al'(> to be etrt'Ctt'tl In 
time of war or other national emergency wheu a national comlmlsory &>rvil'e 
law 18 in effect, thl' discbarglng anthorlty will--

(1) Instruct each man In writing to report Immediately to his 10('81 
Selective !,\pn-lee board the tact of dlschargt'. 

(2) Notify the St;llte director of Sel(>('tive Scrvkt' con<"ernPd ot the tact 
and tyJ>t' of dischargf>, togl'ther with tllp flume and place of resl· 
dence ot the enIlsted man. 

(S) The provisions of (1) and (2) above arl' not applicable whl'n an 
enlisted man Is discharged to accept a commission In any ot the 
armed torcl's or to accept appointment as a commissioned warrant 
officer In the UnUf'd Statt'S Coast Guard, chlt-t warrant ofH('t'r In 
the United States Marine Corps, commissioned warrant officer In 
the United States Navy, or appointml'nt as warrant officer In the 
Army of the United States. 

e. Enllsted men who are to be released from acUve duty by transfer to a 
Reserve component will Invariably be transferred to the nearest appropriate 
sen-ice command agency of the Services of Supply. The latter will consummate 
the transfer to the Reserve component. Prior to release trom active dut,y the 
following information will be dl!lp8tched to the coUlmandlng general of the 
service command In which Is located the plact> of resldeD<.'e deslguated by the 
enlisted man at the time of his release, except in the case of a member ot the 
National Guard when the extract will be furnished to the adjutant general of 
the State from which the Individual was inductf'd into Federal service: 

(1) Name. 
(2) Place, date, and cause of release. 
(3) Designated resident.'e. 

,. Enlisted men serving in oversea commands who were enlisted or inducted 
In the United States and who are anthorized to be discharged. w1l1 ordinarily 
be returned to the United States wbere their discharge wlll be a('COmpllshed by 
the commanders of ports of embarkation, I'l'placement depots. or service 
commands. 

fl. (1) In order to place enlisted men to be 8epftJ"8ted trom active !ervtce by 
discharge or release in positions contributing to the war effort. com· 
manders effecting discharges will furnish thE' nearest representative 
of the United States Employment Servk'e with the following datJl: 

(a) Name. 
(b) Civilian occupation. 
(c) Residence. 
( d,) Place and date of prospectlve release. 

(2) If practicable, the United States Employment Service representative 
will be given an opportunity to Interview the enlisted man. The 
separation of the ('-nlisted man will not be delayed In order to accom­
plish the interview. 
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e ENLISTED ML'l 

e. Admbll8traUve detaila governin« release of enUsted men to Be_.rv. 
component.-a. Retentiofl of grade Of" tea\flk'aft rating.-En1l8ted men of all 
components who are transferred to or released to a Re8ene component will retain 
their grade or tectlDiclan rating In su('.h component. 

b. Place of relea&e from ac"VfI dtdll· 
(1) For all pC1"3OfUtel within OOftftftE'fttal U",It~ of UnUed SIatf" and 

tltOllc enl~tl'd or inducted "",It ... 'Nrilonal Jimlt. of departf7l('nll.- :\ 
As directed by the rommandlng g('nernl of the appropriate 8t'fvlce 
command or department as prHlCrlbt><1 in paragraph ~. 

(2) For all ot'cr&ea per8Oftnel, t'Z'('I('pt those ('ftUded or ... dlU'fed with'" 
territorial limit' of drpartMt'ftt8.-Rl·phlet>mt'nt depots and ports of 
embarkation In the United States. 

c. FifWfK"e. 
(1) Travel pall· 

(a) Regular Annll.-In accordance with eXisting ."-nny Regu­
lations.. 

(1)) National O1lard.-To bome 8tatlon of his National Guard unit 
upon Induction, at 5 cents pl'r mill'. 

(0) Selectec •. -To location of the local board where they first re­
ported tor deUvery to an Induction station. at ~ cents per 
mile. 

(d) Enlilrted Re,crve Corp8.-To hOmf'R In accordance with AR 
100--6. at t) ('('uts per mllf'. 

(e) Army of thc United Stall'&.-To place of aceeptance tor en­
listment, ot :> cents per milt'. 

(2) Transportation and lIubtti.tcn<"e to homell. 
(a) Retired enliltted men. 
(b) Regular Armv Rellerf'C when rrn'rthlg to inactitJe Itat .... 

(3) Remarks on final IItatem.en".-Rf'Ularks will bf· IdE-ntical with tbMe 
contained In the service record on Intermediate or nDal IndOn&­
ment. 

d. Se:nJiCI' record •. 

(1) Wben transfer to 8 Reserve compommt or rf'leaBe from active du~ 
tor the purpose of reverting to an Inltctlve statu8 In a Re8erfe 
component Is requlr(>(), the next blank Indor8f'ment will be CCD­

pleted to show that fact; for examplf>. "TrunHterred to BlKY' • 
"Released from active Ben-ice." In tbe blank space w1ll be abowa 
the specific cause "Dependency," or other cause, cltlnJ appn.­
prlate ~tlon of AR 615-300 as' authority. .' '! 

(2) This indorsement wlll also Include: 
«(J) Address furnished for future reference. 
(b) Place of residence as desJgnated by the en1Jated IIUUL 

(e) Signature of enlisted man. 
e. Forwarding of lIervice record and aUietl paper •. -Upon completion, 

service record and allied papers of each enlisted .man wID be forwarded 
The Adjutant General, together wltb­

(1) W. D., A. G. O. Form No. 88 (Report of Pb,mcal JDxamlnatloa 
EnlI8ted Man Prior to DI8charge or Retirement). r'.:l 

(2) W. D., A. G. O. Form No. 280 (Certlficate ot 8erv1ce) It 
was furnished enlisted man. See AR 34!'H')()(). 

6 ", 
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DISCHARGE; RnEASJ: FROM ACTIVE DUTY 8-'1 

,. W. D .• A. G. O. Form No. !S (Bztroct fr"OrA Sert"Ice Ruord). 
(1) Complete record of tmmun1J:ation and blood typt' wlll be Down on 

Form No. 26-
(2) The appropri'8te entries as required by d above made In the eervlce 

record wlll be duplicated verbetlm In each extract tram len-Ice 
rerord. An extra sheet ftrmly puted over the space for clothlnc 
settlements may be used for any of these entries. 

(3) The number of copies and dlspositlon of this form will be-
(0) 'or each man t,.oruferred to or rem4ining G8Iigne4 '0 lfnlu'N 

Bnerve Corp, or lU'gu14,. AnnV Rc.en.,'f'.-2 copies. one to 
the commanding general of the 8('rvlce command In whIch III 
located the place of residence dE'fJIgnated by the enlWed man 
upon his releaBe trom active duty. and one retained by 
organWl non. 

(b) For eacA National aua,.dnnan (including men enJided ... Ann, 
Of tAe United State. wAo toere indurled ""tA Notwnol 
Ouard).-2 copies, one to the adjutant general of the State 
in which the enlisted man was Inducted and one retained by 
organization. 

g. W. D., A. G. O. Form No. 10 (Soldier'. Quali/lC'Gtion Card).-Thls form 
will be disposed ot u tollows: 

(1) 1'0" eocA man traruferred '0 or renuJining ouigned to BnJi,tecl 
Ruerve Corp. or Regular ArmV Ruerre.-To the C'Ommandln, 
ceneral of the service command in which lJJ located the place of 
residence designated by the enUsted man upon hlJJ rele&8e trom 
active du ty . 

(2) For eacA Notional Quardnnan ,-elealed from octit;e Federal .~.­
To the adjutant general of the State In whIcb the enlisted man 
was Inducted. 

A. Jr. D .• A.. G. O. Form No. t80 (Certi/kate of Serwe).-See An ~. 
The provisions of these regulatlons are extended to lnclude all en.llilted meo 
who are released from active service without receivlng • discharge certlftcate. 

SEICTION II 

DISABILITY 
PancnPb 

Oene~_____________________________________________________________________ T 
Certificate of dlaabUlty for dlachar,e; .-ben aDd by "'hom prepared________________ 8 
Board of medical oGlcws _______________________ - __________ . _ __ _ _ __ _ ______ _____ t 

becutlon of cert11lcate of dlJlabWtJ tor diacharge; data reQulred__________________ 10 
Action by commandiDI omcer ______ ______________________________ _ _______ _ _____ 11 

Statutory provlalona for penaloDJI______________________________________________ U 
LhnltationB _________________________________________________________________ 13 
Responsibility of .urJeou________________________________ _ ______ _____________ 14 
I~ty------______________________________________________________________ 15 
Procedure 8ubsequent to action by autbont)' empo.-eJ"ed to order dlKbal'l"_________ 18 
Form of dlJlchar&t certUlcate to be J1HD-_______________________________________ 17 
DlaIfIl08ia not to be quoted in dlJlcbarge cerilllcate; term to be uaecL_______________ 18 

7. GeneraL~. No mao wlll be separated from active BeM"Ice because of dl&­
abUtty, unless the GOl'ernment can obtain no useful sprvlce trom him. Fun use 
will be made of reclasslficutlon procedure. and additIonal trnlnlng In Bpedal 
training units or installations. Yen qunllfied as tecbnlcblDB who are found 
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phystealb'~nalUled lOr ~'WYIt8:~";"\"~~tOl. "~ 
Natloil1ilked CroSa'tOr athiee as to empr~~el'~!throUlh 
th~ AmerJ,canNaU'Onal Red Orossand the.Al'mJ" AIr ~v: :l;;~ff'! 
/ b:When an enusted man With le8IfthM.~~rif!~t~ne4' in tile 

~~~~~~esre=:~~~~:=:sa::~~!i 
med1cal records will accompany him and he wm'be"b~~'bl a m.I.l1blrJ' 
h~taJ. In the United States untlllWl·pb.1siCal eondlti'On'W!Ireadlelf a point 
~~relte can be retnrned to dut;y, ot'rintDttbm be'~ that the .u.: 
a'bUlty Is suCh that physIcal rehablllttiUesn. 'rot ~.'lce is D'Ot feas1bl' 
provided that D'O man will be retaJ.nedfii;t!ie tehtlcu'rort.hJ.i1pU1'pOflIe beyond 
ex;plra~On()fllls term ot enlistmenfOt'~v'Ot sen1~~eicept as provided 
~~'16s.:;''See paragraph fSe.'h ".·."U '*.!,;". ./ 

c. When ,the dlsabUity was lncnrred In 1lnerif auty 'and rehabUltatl(m' 
tniutary service is not feasible, excel,lf Itii"tenntnaI cases 'Illld those In 
Such transfer wIll endanger the patient"a life' or'reco+ert. further 
mUon, It necessary. will be provided byf~V eteranB '.A:dmlnlst:n1t1'On. 

. ~'wmbe transferred to a Veteranaadm1n.1stfatton 'fac1l1ty and 
dlscharge4 on certlilcate of disability In the. manner proVided In All 
1M patients transferred to Veterans'A.4mIntstmtion' tac1lftle.. iTbf;' 
patients will be retained in the servlee. Md hospltal1zedUhtft 
V'eterans Administration facllity becomeS possible, 'Or nnW death 
terminal cases. A true COW of the W;D., A. G. O. Porm 'No . .fO ( 
of. Disability for Disoharge) will be ~ wJaA IM',,~· .,.,., 
When the disability was Incurred not tit line of dnty, 'he may tie 
the service until able to be discharged from the hospital, n,.#>'rii'''''' 

perIOd does not exceed 6 montbB. It furtIler HospitalIzation 'ts U""""U."... 

discharge, he w1ll be retained In hospltalu a discharged enlisted 
AR 4(H)9O relative to treatment after discharge. The abote 
not apply to neuropsychiatric cases InCUlTed not in l.IllE' Of dilt;f:: 
!will be disposed of as provided In AR 6()O....CiOO. ,1,1 ~'I;' 

d. An excepti'On to the procednre outlined 1n b and 0 abOve win 
case of Insular troops stationed in their I$tive conntry. When 
enlisted man will be given necessary hospitalization In a m1l1tary 
the insular possessIon. When the disability was incurred In line 'Of 
Veterans AdminIstration facilities are not available, he wlll be U'''''L:l.la.I.IS't:' 

certI1l.cate of disability and held in a mIlitary hospItal as a IftjJJ,"'ll~:UU 

Veterans Administration. 
8. Certificate of disability for discharge; when and by whom 

When it has been determined that the enlisted man is to be discharged 
cate of disability for discharge, and In ample time to insure discharge, 
enlistment or period of service expires, unless the enlisted man 
.the service nnder paragrapb 68, W. D., A. G. O. Form 
DlsaQ1Ua.r for ~arge) will be prepared by tile ~ 
manding otDcer and forwarded by him to the ' 
hospItal, station, 'Or unit In whleh theenHstedman ;Ja; 

.the shortness of time remaining atter . cnscov~ ,of the 
possible to coIl8UJlUll'ate discharge on certlflcate of "W",,"UI.u.'4 

01' period of service expires wlli an enlIsted man'tie 
paragrapb 10(8). When an enlisted man is retained 
will be prepared and forwarded as provided above, when 

8 
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mended lIB pro'rlded lD paraarapb 68. An enllated man whOll8 dlacl1up baa beE 
delayed onder thl8 puacrapb or IJU'IlII1lpb 68 wUl be reprded .. havlDc been 
retaIned In the eemce for the CDDvea1ence of the Government. 

~. Board of medical ..... ~ BlItoAotn.~; ~--upoD receipt 
of a cert1ftcate of dlabillQ for diacharse, the oommandiq omcer of a pnera] 
hospital, station, or unit will eoovene • 00ard of med1ca1 ollcers to examine 
er1ticau, the enlisted man and enter on th1s form the data required by parqrapb 
10. 

b. COfApotUiott of IOard. -The bo8rcl of JDe41caI oftIcere required by ,. aboft 
w1ll be composed of t1Iree members, If that number are present for du17; othel'­
w1Be, of the lesaer number preaent for duty. Bee al80 paragraph 16-

10. Execution of cerWlcate of dtabUity for dlachargej data required.- . 
a. As dIsability occurring In the eerv1ce 1a usually made the basis of • cla1m 
for J)eIl81on, speclal care will alWQI be takea to .t forth fully in the cerdf­
icate of dlBablllty for d1acharge the orlcin of the dlsabUlty and to describe 
partieularly. the dlsablllty, wound. or dl8eaae. 

b. In coqnectlon with line of duty for pension parpoaes. the cerWlcate w1ll 
also state whether-

(1) DiaablUt:y WIll IDcurred In llne of duty or Dot In line of duty, to­
&ether with the facts upon which • declalon Is based. See AB 
~ and 40-1025, u to what coDBtltuteB line of du17. 

(2) lCDUsted maD declined treatment for the reUet of the dlablllty whea 
aame wu 4Ireete4. 

(3) DlsabIDty Is dne to own mlBconduet. 
(4) Preex1stlng dlsabWty. Injury, or dlaease was or wu not aggravated 

in line of duty by active mIDtal'J' eervlce, together with nature 
of duty e&using aggravation. 

c. If more than one permanent dl8abUlty, 1nJur7. or d1sease Is of record or 
is claimed by the enll8ted man and found to exlBt by the board of oIJcera. the 
information listed in 6 (1) to (4) above. If appUcable, will set forth for each 
such additional permanent dlsabUlty. See section XI. chapter 2, TM ~200. 

11. ActiOD bJ' commanding o1Bcer.-G. If the board recommenda the dJ&. 
charge of the enlisted man, the station or UDlt commander wID forward the 
certificate of dlBablUtJ for dlacharge, with hla recommendations thereon, for 
the action of the commander authorized bl paragraph 5 to order lOch dl8charge. 

b. WheD the board of medIcal oftlcers ftDds that the enlisted man'. unfitDesa 
for service 15 due to one of the caUBe8 enumerated In paragraph 18b. and 
that he is mentally respooslble, the commandlnc 08lcer will refer the case to 
the board of oftlcers. reqD1red by the parqraph 510, for the action prescrIbed 
therein. 

12. StatutOI'J' provisiona for pensions.-a. Geaeral. 
(1) For dlBablllty resulttnc from personal Injury or disease contracted in 

line of duty or for aggravation of • preexisting IDjWl' or disease 
contracted or sdered In Une of dutJ when web dlsabilitJ was in­
coned in or aggravated by active mWtarJ or naval service other 
than in a period of war sentce. • • • the United States wID 
pay to any person thus disabled lnd who v.as h\)norabIy d.lscbalifd· 
from such period of aerv1ce in which 88Id Injury or d1Bea.se was 
Incurred, or preex18t1ng lDjurt"" or disease was qgranted, a pen­
sion • • •• but no pension shall be paid If the dlsablliq 1a the 
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,;HSUlt fit the pel'8OD'8 own ~ .," -. ~. "l,~""'" ." ~'"* No. '1 (G), fHWtl:iJ 't.) f(~)r,:.;·".{i_ 
1937 .fl08Ui1. 805; N. L.. "., MO.' u,"0~. I.I\Jr,j· 

;(1) The })IOV'bd.ODIIalKm! QUoted Il8l1.'o Uue of dab", aantvat.lon; .-rtil1e 
~8lld mIaoondact also apply to pun:. Vet.eran8'~tldll 
Ne. '1( a) (wartIJ.n6). 

• 6. N64iooJ ~OJS. ~tiftg ~6 fW·M~. 
(1) • • • every person employed in tbe active mllftarJ' or 

'lee tor six months &r· more shall be taken to bve been 
condition when examtned. accepted. and enr0De4 tor ~ 
~ to defects. tn1lrmttieS, or dIsorders noted at tlInecoftbe 
tlon, acceptance, and enrollment, or where evtdence w 
ment 18 800h as to warrant il 'ftndl.ngtbat the ~. 
existeI1 J)1'f.6r to acceptance and enrollment. l'Gn 11,' 
Regulation No. 1 (a), par. I (b) (Jr. 'L.;'ll1n, ~ ,11..-)',:' 

(2) Tbe foregoing 18 applicable In botb tbe J)reaent war and 
For disability incident to prior wars substitute 00 c1a18 for 8 
where tbe latter appears above. 

c. lJ3Jlra Aaa~ ~.- • • • AIQ' veteran otberwl8e' 
pension ander the provisions of part U of tbla regulation or the pneral 
law aballbe entitled to recetve the rate of pension provided m 'J}Ut I 
regulation, if tbe dlaabilityresu1ted from an:: War7 or disease reeetveci 
of duty (1) as a direct result of armed con1Uct, or (2) while eDJl:tOOa(J 
hazardous service, includIng such service ander conditions siDIlWa:tlDj 
(3) whlle the United States 18 engaged In war. • • • 8ec. 1, cuJt 
ber 19, 111P (hblw Law 359, 77th (Jong.) (.55 BlGt. 8U) (800. 1, BWl 
1941). 

d. 8ervice oonnectKm.-Tbat the AdmlnlBtrator of Veterans' A..ffat.1.S 
autborlzed and directed to include In the regulations pertaining to 
nection of dlsabilities additional provlsions in effect reqnirlnl 
case where a veteran is seeking service connection for any dlSlflblJllt)? 
eration aball be given to th:e places, types, and ctrcn.mstanees of 
shown by his service record, the oftlcial hIstory of each Oll!;attJlzaJl1ol 
he served, bis medical records, and all pertinent medical and Jq 

In the case of any veteran who engaged In combat with the enemy 
service with the military or naval organization of the UnIted States 
30me war, campaign, or expedition, the Administrator of Veterans' 
authorized and directed to accept as sufficient proof of service corlDect1<lD 
any diseaSe or injury alleged to have been incurred in or aggravated by 
in such war, campaign, or expedition, satisfactory lay or other atrIno.~"", 

service incurrence or aggravation of such Injury or disease, if consistent 
the circumstances, conditions, or hardships of such service, n01thv~ltllSl:!md 

. the fact that there is no official record of such incurrence or .. --. ....... 
service, and, to tbat end, shall resolve every reasonable 
veteran: .Protndefl, That service connection or such: Injury 
rebutted by clear and convincing. evidence to .the .. vL ........... I. 

-granting or denying eervlce connection in eacl! such case 
fun. Act 01 December 20, l.fSl (Public Law 861, 77th OOftt/.) 
II, Bull • .JO, W. D., 19.J1). . 
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13. IJm1tations.---iL Comwandel"ll authorized by paragraph 5 to order dis­
~ OD .~UDt of dl_blUty wtll exercIse extreme cautlon In the exerdJle of 
that authority and will require In all C811eB, before orderlq mch discharge, 
that the enlisted man shall have been held under ob8ervation for a suOJclent 
length ot time to detenn1ne that the disablll{J' Is permanent 

b. Dl8charg\' on cert11icate of dlBabllity tor dl8charge will not be ord~ 
• when. In the uplnlon of the board of medictl ofticers, the enlisted man, while 

mentally responsible for his action, Is Inapt or does not possess the required 
degree ot adaptability for the military sen ice or gives evIdence of habits or 
traits ot character which serve to render his retention In the service unde­
sirable, aDd the underlying C8U.8e of these characteristics Is constitutional 
psychopathic state, mental deftciency, chronic alcoholism, or drug addiction. Such 
a case will be disposed of as prescribed In pal"llgraph llb. If, however, it Is the 
opinion of the board of medical officers that the enllsted man is not mentally 
responsible for bis act1oDB, be will be dlscha~ on cerilllcate of dlsabillty for 
discharge. 

14. B.esponcbllity of lIUl'g80na-In the examInation of certificates of d18a­
billty for discharge, It is enjoined upon sutgroll8 on the staffs of commanders 
authorized to order dlacbarge to observe that there Is no eon1l1ct between the 
statements of compll.QJ commanden and medical or other o1ftcers thereon as to 
whether the dlsabUlty was incurred In line of duty or not in Une of duty. H 
any diacrepancy ex1BtIi In t.hla particular, evf!r1 po8lIible means wID be employed 
to harmoniIe the statements. 

1~. InllUlity.-RegulatlolUl tor the care and dlsposltion of the Insane are 
contained In AR 600--500. and In th(' dlW'harge of ID88.De C8.8ell these regula­
tions will be 80 modifted as to be In accord therewith. 

16. Procedure subsequent to action by authorlty empowered to order dis­
charge.-4. After bavIng been acted on by the commander aothori7.ed by para­
graph 5 to order sucb d1scbarge, the certlllcat(' of dlsablllty for discharge will 
bt> returned to the general hospital 8tation, or unit commander, who, If the 
discbarge is authorized, will cause the enlli!ted man to be d1scbarged or disposed 
ut as provIded 10 paragraph 5c, and wlll al.8o take the turther action required by 
band c below. 

b. DUP04itioa.. of oerH/fcGte of fl~bilitll far fli.!cAarge.-Tbe certificate of 
disability for discharge will be forwarded direct to The Adjutant General by 
indorsement showing-

(1) The fact, place, and date of di8cha~. 
(2) That the enl!.3ted man was furnished the required d.J.8cbarge papers. 
(3) The addre88 gl ven by the discharged enlisted man. 

This certitlcate will DOt, under any c1rcumstance8, be given Into the hands of 
the enlisted man. 

c. Riport to The S.rgeoa Oenerol.-The general hoepltal, mtlon. or unit 
commander will forward direct to The Surgeon General a letter setting fortb 
the full name, grade, and Army serial number ot the enlisted man, the company 
and unit to whIch be belo~, the date of dlscharge, and the cause thereof u 
Btated in the certiftcate of dlJl8.bllity tor c:ll8cbvJe. 

d. PreparalioA Of IJpplicaJtOtl for ~ 
(1) Immediately after honorable di~ has been actually etrected In 

those C1l8eS where the CtC'rtlftcate of disablllty for dlscharge shows 
that the injury or d1sea.se wu Incurred In Une of duty, was not 

11 
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the le8Illt ~ the enIlsted :man's 'OWlS mIiooDdtlet.l_~Ifi'exl'" 
prior to enlI.stmeDt or induction. that It1llUagravate4 by aet1ve 
mllltarJ' service. the orptD.l.BatiOn eomman4er or ~el 1. 
deer will, unless BBSist:ance l8 declined by the eal1sted ~ ; 

(a) Prepare for the enlisted man .an applIcation fOr'~U1on !OD; 
blank forms fnrnl8bed by the Vcel:9lfml AdmSalltnLtIbn., 

'(11) Cauae the enlisted man ~o' bt'hron4ucted, to anoottrr, pubIlw 
or other o1Hclal empowered to Ildm1n1lter"oatbB ~11iIl8: 
purpose of. taking oath to the appUeation. 

(c) Mali the completed application dil'ect to the·VeOOraDlflAd~ 
ministration, unless the enlisted man·prefers tbi dispd8e:,tif ,k 

it himself, in which case be will be informed i U to t218;.' 
correct disposition to be made 0( it and weme4that 
pension will not commence· until the appl1catlbi therefoJ 
l8 receIved at the Veterans Admlnlstratloa.,ne ~ 
man will be advised that the Veterans Admlnil!ltl1lU •• '!dij~.·" 
sires that there be attached to the appUcaUonanTiPlllDGlI 
wbich may belp to show disability. 

(2) .ID describing the disability on whIch the claim for pensibli is 
great care will be taken to list each and every permantnt 
as stated In the certl1lcate ot dlaab1llty tor dIscharge. 

(8) OrganiRtion commanders or personnel o8lcers wlll­
(a) Secure and maintain a supply of. the necessary blank 

if not obtainable from American National RedOrotis 
\ dlrectors. 

(b) Familiarize themselves with the penSion laws U 

paragraph 12. 
(4) Field directors of the American National Bed Cross are 

In accordance with AR 850-75 to perform the above service on 
from commanding officers concerned who will afford field 
full cooperation. Field directors have complete 
instructions governing the hnndllng of such cla1ms. 
are also authorized to assist In the preparation of CJ.Plv .... ,.;a 

pensions for enlisted men discharged tor injury or aISealle 
tive of line of duty status upon their request. 

17. Form of discharge certificate to be given.-The form 
certificate to be given will be as follows: 

a. In line of duty.-An Honorable DIscharge from the Army of the Unl 
States (W. D., A. G. O. Form No. 55) will be given unless otherwise directed 
the approved proceedings of the board of officers required by paragraph 3b (2). 

b. Not in line of duty.-Same as a above except that­
(1) If the disability is the result of misconduct oceurrlng in the 

current enlistment, a discharge from the Army of the United 
(blue) will be given. 

(2) A discharge from the Army 01 the Un1ted States 
given if the disah1llty 18 the result of ml8coI!duet 
to the man's current enlistment. unless the dfsabillf:y 
enllstment paper or the enlisted man merits an . 
by reason of honest and fafthfol service for ODe 
since the incurrence of the disease which resulted 
In cases where an honorable discharge l8 not merited 
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of tbe disablllty occurred prior to the curreut enllstment, the queetlon 
ot fraudulent enllstment should be carefully considered, and If fraud 
was involved, the enlisted man should ordlnarlly be dlacharged tor 
fraudulent enlistment. 

18. Diagnosis not to be quoted in discharge certificate; term to be ued.­
The term to be entered in the certl1lcate of dlsehargt' IlS the reason for discharge 
will be 8Jt abbreviated reference to the cause thereof, together with the authority 
therefor, for example, CDD. 4th Ind., Hq. 2d Servo C, July 27, 1M:!. The diagnosis 
given in the certificate of disability for discharge will not be quoted. 

SEcnON III 

PURCHASE· Paraeraph Autborlty___________________________________________________________________ 19 
Who may purchase d1Bcharge; approval requlred_________________________________ 20 
Discharges by tavor lllegaL_________________________________________________ 21 

By wbom .scharge ordered___________________________________________________ 22 Senice to be counted________________________________________________________ 23 
Purcbase prlce______________________________________________________________ 24 

Remission of purchase price; dependency ot near relatlve8_______________________ 25 
Procedu~_________________________________________________________________ 26 
Dispositioa of detlclt depoaited.._______________________________________________ 27 
Travel aJ»wances, not entitled to--------------------------------------------- 28 
Form of clJB<'harge certificate to be glven________________________________________ 29 
Final statement _____________________________________________________________ 80 

19. Anthority.-That in time of peace the President may, In his discretion 
and under such rules and upon such conditions as he l"hall prpscribe, permit 
any enlisted man to purchase his discharge from the Army. The purchase 
money to be paid under thiB sectiou shall be paid to a finance officer of the 
Army aDd be deposited in the Treasury to the credit of ont' or more ot the 
current appropriations tor the support of the Army, tu be indicated by the 
Secretary of War, and be a¥ailable for the payment of e~penses Incurred during 
the fiscal year in which the discharge Is made. Bee .00 .... act June 16, 1890 
(26 Stat. 158; 10 U. S. C., 651; M. L., 1939. sOO. 232). 

20. Who may purchase discharge; approval required.-a. In time of peace, 
except as hereinafter provided. any enlisted man who has completed 1 year's 
service as such. and Is not undergoing punishment or Is not nnder charges, 
may obtain the privilege of purchasing his discharge, subject to the approval 
of the authority empowered to order discharge (par. 22). 

b. An enlisted man who reenters the service after dIscharge by purchase will 
Dot be discharged again by purchase until alter the completion ot another 
)'ear's service. 

c. A restored general prisoner will not be eligible to apply, tor discharge by 
porchase until he has completed, after restoration to duty, 1 year of service. 

21. Discharges by favor illegal.-DIscbargte>s by tavor, as distinguished 
from purchase, are illegal Ilnd will not be granted. 

22. BJ whom discharge ordered.-a. The commanding general ot a service 
eommancl is authorized to order the discharge of enlisted men by purchBse. 

ft. In certain cases (par. 26d), the application should be forwarded to the 
War Deptrtment. 

23. Service to be counted.-Tbe service which can be counted In determining 
an enlisted man's eligibility tor discharge by purchase and the amount ot the 

-Tbo pl'Miai01l1 of IeCtion III are .upended for the duratioll of &117 war, pig • molltha. 
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purchase price differs trom that whlcb determines his longe\'lty pay. nnd in· 
eludes ouly service as nn (!nll!ued mall in the Regular Army. or In othc'r com­
ponents of the Army of the United States while in Federnl s(>rvire, Su('h servo 
ice is not required to be continuous, but credit wUl not be given for service In 
any previous enlistment that was not terminated by an honornble discharge, 
nor for any perIod ot time required by the one hundred and se"(mtb article ot 
war to be malle good, See also puragrnph 24b, 

24. Purchase price.-a. The price ot purchase will be as follows: 

Contlnen· Philip. 
~Ioe tal tToited Is ands IIawaU States and 

Puerto Rico and 
China 

After 1 year's service __________ •• $120 $170 $140 
After 2 years' service _________ •• _ 100 150 120 
After 3 vears' service _________ •• _ 90 140 110 
After 4 yellrs' service ____________ 85 135 105 
After 5 ~'l~flrs' service. ___________ 80 130 100 
After 6 Yt'urs' servicll ____________ 65 115 85 
Aftcr i vears' sen·icc ____________ 60 110 80 
After 8 years' servicc ___ -. ____ - _ - 55 105 75 
After 9 years' service ____________ 40 90 60 
After 10 years' service ___________ 35 85 55 
After 11 years' service ___________ 30 80 50 

I 
-------
I 

~'I 
CaMI 
Zone 

$165 $150 
145 130 
135 120 
laO lUi 
12!J 110 
110 95 
105 90 
100 85 
85 70 
80 65 
75 60 
., 

P hillp· 
lint! 
~(lU(S 
I 

s· 

$ 
5 
-t 
4 
·1 

60. 00 
O. 00 
Ii. 00 
2. 50 
O. 00 

32. 50 
3D. 00 
27. 50 
20. 00 
1 
1 

7. 50 
5. 00 

The station of the organization to which the enlisted man belongs and not 
tbe station Itt which the dls<'llarge Is consummllted determines the prkl! of 
discharge, In the case of an enlisted mnn In the "£Jnlted Statel; enlisted f,lr or 
ordered transferred to a foreign sen·lce assignment, wh'Ose discharge Is author­
ized before departure from the United States for such nssignment, the purchase 
price of dlscbarge wlll be tbe amount prescribed for the United States. 

b. Discharge b1l purchase mOTe than. once; hOw length of service deter· 
mined.-In the event of an enllsted man being <llschal'ged by purchase more 
than once, the purchase pl'ice will be determined by the leng,tb of time be bas 
served since be was last discharged by purcbase, 

c. To be increased btl am01tnt of enli8tment alloica·lIce: when requit·ed.-In 
the case ot an enlistcd man who hud received (luring his current enlistment the 
enlistment allowance of $50 or $25 multiplied by the number of p:mrs serv('d In 
the enlistment period from which he wns lust dlschal'gC!d, auth'Orlzed by settlon 
9, act of June 10, 1922 (42 Stat. 629)' and who purchllses his dlschllrg(' lx'fore 
he bas completed 1 yellr of service (exclusive of time to be made good nnder 
tile one hundred find scv(mth article flf wur) in hlH cllrrm~t rmliHtmcnt. the price 
of purchu!oIe prescribed In a ahove will he Im'reased by the IImfJunt ot lIucb 
{!IIlIstlllCllt nIlO\VIlIlCe, 

25. Remission ot purchase price; dependency of near relatives.-a. When 
Clltl.a. b1l whom authof'iz(l(l,' proof t·equired.-Wllen nn enlisted mUll makes appli­
cation for dlacharge by purchase on account ot dependency of near reJatives, 
tbe dependency not being such as to warrant discharge under the provisions 
of paragraph 40, and sbows In connection tberewitb that-

(1) A state of actual destitution eXists,and 
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.&B .11 lID 
DISCHABOII; ULBA811 nOM ACTlVII D'OTr ... 

(2) TIult he baa to the ateat of hla opport1mltlee b4 abUltr made 
cmatributlOllS to the aupport of nch relatlftll, but tbat tIMe ec. 
trlboUons ha-.e proftld. IDauftlelent to re118'f8 the cte.tttutlon. 

the authorlt.J empowered to order dlIeh81'l8 mQ. In hie dI8eretloD. remit aaeh 
part of the parduuIe price of 411acharce. except the eDl1atmeDt aUowanee. u 
may seem to him proper and neeesaary by rea&OIl of the lDabl1ltJ of the _­
listed man to pay the tun amount. 1temJ8I10n of the entire parcluuIe price 
Is not authOrlJred. 

b. No aflt1G1I« "dl f'8fWtrecI.-In nda a cue no advance deposit will be 
required of the enlisted man prior to the torward1nc of his application. but 
upon receipt of the order authorising his dlscharp the enllatecJ man must de­
posit with the company commander an amount BUftlctent to cmer his indebted­
ness to the Ooftl'llJDent, including the price of purchue as hed bJ the 
authority ordering the dlBcbarae. See alIo paragraph 26&. 

16. Procedue.-& ApplfcGUoII.-To obtabl the privilege of pnrehallua b1s 
discharge, an enJlsted man must make appllcatlon. through mWtary ehannelB, 
to the au~orit.J empowered to o*r dll'cllarce. glvlna h1s reaaona for dellrlnc 
discharge. In this appllcation the enlisted man will be required to author­
Ise, provldlOC the dlscllaqe Is actually exeeuted pursuant tllereto, the ap­
plication of aD7 IIQ'. deposits. or oWer eredlta due him, to cover Ida lndebted­
ness to the GoYernment, Includ1nc the price of p1ll'Cbue. 

b. Action. .. ...... late COtmIICJIUI.." 0f/k6t'. 
. (1) Deldl 10 lH1 fIepofttet1-1f the statement of the appllcant's account. 

does not show that he has sumclent eredit with the United States 
to coyer hl8 Indebtedness to the Government, Includlng the price 
of purehase, the company or detachment commander wlll 110 notit7 
the appllcant and, except as prov.lded In paragraph •• wiD not 
forward ~ application until the amount of deficit baa been • 
posited wIth him by the applicant. 

(2) FortDGrtI.." Of applicat""'; "ta. ref1tI,,.efI.-1f the applkant ta 
eligible for diBcbarge. the company or detachment commander wlll 
forward the appllcatlon., gIvlng a complete statement of the IIel"rice 
of the applicant and the condition of h1s accounts. topther with 
an,. information pertlDent to the gnlntlnc OJ' wlthboldlna of the 
prh'llege requested. 

c. Action .". comfllGftder. empotOet"eCi to orcler dQcMf"ge. 
(1) Careffll .crvtinv reqvif'84.-Appllcatlon for dlscllarp by pordwIe 

wiD be carefully serutlnlsedb,. commanders empowered to order 
dlseharge In order to determine whether tbere Is any special rea­
son why the applicant should not be 80 discharged and whether a 
satisfactory reason has been dered as a basis for the application. 

(2) Policr of Wa,. Depar1ment.-It Is not the polley of the War Depart­
ment to permtt an enlisted man to purcha8e h1s dI8cbarIe JFheD­

(-) There 1s any apeclaJ. reason to the contl'u7; 
(t) He offers a trifling re811OD, or DO NIUIOD at an. In IIUlJPOrt 

of his appllcatlon; 
(e) He desires his dlIdIarp tor the pulpOIIe of reeullstInc In 

some other orpnlzatlon; 
(') He has graduated from any eouree at a IIpeelal aervlc:e school 

during the enlistment In which he .. semua; 
nor 1s It the poIlq of the War Deputment to debar from the 
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privUere ot purebas1ng bls dlscbarp any,enUstedi:Dlu.fir whose 
case Investigation shows that be has reuonabl& 'grounds for seek· 
tng to. purchase his discharge and that there Is no'ItmwmaI l"eUOn 
why he should not be permItted to do so. Indebtedne&IJ w,tsIftliaM 
Is not a reason warranting denial of the prlvUereq()f J')nrQhasklg 
discharge. 

(8) WAen. on. foreign. 86f"t'We.-Wben the application Qf'an.enJ1lJted~ 
on foreilD servIce for dIscharge by purchase 18 approved, tb4;ooD 
mander ordering the discharge may either-

(a) Return the enlisted man to the UnIted 8m tes for d1seba •• , 
or 

(l;) DIscharge him at his station, upon his own request. 
When returned to the United States for discharge. the 

clearly state the reason for his return, in order that UlBCllIlql 

be accompl1shed promptly upon arrival In the United ISta,_:~ 
discharged. at his station, the d1sebarged enlisted ,map.·Tn.o-­
sequently returned to the UnIted States. See 
prIce of discharge. 

d. When appUcatWn forwariled to War 
the required conditions should ordinarily be acted on by the' 
concerned, under the authority contained in paragraph 22, but 
18 lacking essentIal information that may be supplIed. from the 
War Department, or whenever the commander empowered. to 
deems 1Jt inadvIsable for any reason to take final action In 
forward the application with his remarks thereon to Tbe AdjUtant 

27. Disposition of deficit deposited.-Immedfate1y upon . 
order for the discharge of an enlisted man by purchase, ~~"n"''''1\'''~ 

deficit (par. 26b (1) will be disposed of as required. by 
the return of the deposit book by the disbursIng officer the enUBte'4 
discharged. 

28. Travel allowances, not entitled to.-Au enl1sted 
purchase is not entitled to travel allowances. 

29. Form of discharge certificate to be giVeD.-Unless 
the approved proceedings of the board of omcers required. b7 
an honorable discharge from the Army of the United States 

30. Final statement.-a. For disposition. Of flnal.na:RI7I~fJ'."""« 
b. For notation Of prior servioe.-See AR 345-475. 

SECTION IV 

MINORITY 

Authority __________________________________________________ . __ . __ . __ . _____ ~ 
- Application of laws ___________________________________________________ ._.~ 

By whom discharge ordered ______________________________________ • __ ._..".~ 

When under charges, or in confinement, for serious UU'I:UI<t: __ • __ ._ .. .,. •• 

When on foreign aerv:ice ______________________ . __ . ____ ._...,...,... 

-Minor not to be dJBcharged on his own appl1cation ; action 
Evidence requlred __________________________ . _____ . __ . .;... ___ ." .. . 
.. \llowances; effect upon __________ . ____ •. ____ .-'--._ ........ __ ..... .l. .. . 
Form of d1!Icharge cert11lcate to be given __ .,-________ . _,.-:-

81. Authortty.--a.. * • The Secretary of 'War: 
milItary service with pay and with the form pi ·Q.I.l><.;UlU,!;I'. 
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.&B 811-a8O 
DISCHARGB; REL&ASIl FROM -ACl'IVII DUTY 

the sen1ce of each, after enlistment, shall entitle him, an .UBte4 men 'DDder 
the age of eighteen OIl the application of eiti:ter of their parents or Iepl 
guarcn.n. • • • Act .TuM 30. 19!1 (41 Stili. 74; 10 U. B. O. 6S8o.; II. L.. 1B89. 

__ - JeO,.Ul). 
b. • •• 'lbat enlisted men under the qe of elgbteen dlscbal"l@d on the 

applIcatton of either of their parents or legal guardian aball be turnlBhed with 
transportation In kind from the place of discharge to the raUroad staUon at 
or nearest to the place of acceptance for enlistment, or to their home if the 
distance thereto is no greater than from the place of discharge to the place 
of a~tance for enlistment, but if the difference be greater they may be fur· 
nished transportation In kind for a distance equal to that from the place of 
discharge to the place ot acceptance for enlistment. Sec. It6, Naltonal DBftmae 
Act, M amended btl act 8eptemter ff, 19!! (.J! 8ta.t. lOtI; 10 U. 8. O. 751,­
M. L., 19:J9, 'BC. f31). 

32. Application of laWs.-G. Discharge is authorized when the enlisted ma.n 
is over the age of 18, if application was made wblle he was still under the age of 
18; but discharge Is not authorized when appUcation Is made after the enll8ted 
man bas passed his ejghteenth birthday. 

b. If the father is aUve and has not lost control by Judgment of a court, 
appointment of a guardIan. desertion of famIly, or waIver, the cooseot of the 
mother for the enlistment, or lnduetlon in case of a selectee, of the eol1sted 
man does not prevent dlscbarge upon application by the father, nor does 
application by the mother for dlscllarge have any effect if the father baa 
consented to enllstment, or lnduetlon in case of a selectee. 

c. If the mother is aUve a stepfather has no right to consent to enlistment 
or to apply for discharge unless be bas adopted the minor or been appointed 
guardian. 

d. Wbile a guardian Is not recognized as such unless legally appointed, 
when a person has assumed support of a minor and performed the duties of 
guardian for some years after the death of parents, that person Is recognized 
as gUardian even though not formally appointed. 

e. Written consent of parent or guardian given after enlistment, or Indnc­
tlon in ease of a selectee. is binding. 

,. When CODllent Is Signed by mark and it Is clearly shown that signature was 
made withont knowledge of contents of paper signed, such consent is not binding. 

II. Indebtedness to the Government, or to an Individual, or confinement by civil 
authorities does not prevent dIscharge when enlisted man Is otherwise eligIble. 

33. By whom discharge orderecl.-a. Tbe commanding general of a servIce 
command and the commanders specl1led In paragraph 5b will, by authority of the 
Secretary of War, order the dtscbarge of an enlisted man on 'account of minority. 
Any doubtful case wlll be forwarded to The Adjutant General for the action of the 
Secretary of War. 

b. When the commander authorized by G above to order sucb discharge receives 
the application of eltber of the parents or of the legal guardian aubmltted as 

• prescrlbed in paragraph Sl, and the endenee required by JIflI'qI'apb 87, he will 
procure from the recrultlng oftice at wblch the man was enUatm or fndneted. or 
hom the War Department, any addltlonallnformation that is eaenttal to deter­
a1De whether the case comes under the proviaiona of tb1a aeetlon, and will take 
IDaI action In the ease, except as provided In 0 below. 

Co When the commanding general of a department or oversea commander es:er­
d8lng d1scbarge authority finds that .ctlon on an application for discharge on 
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ac:eountot mlnorlq would be mater1all7 ezped1ted. bi, • .-.-tbe·cue OONe'eted 
b7 the War Department, he will forward the cue to 'DIe AdJuWlt General watll bill 
recommendation. and report as to the atatua of the eol1ated maL '\ '; 

34. When under chargea, or in conAnement, for aer10us o1fenM.-WheB 
a minor, whose parents or guardIan halve applIed for his discharge, is under 
charges or in confinement for a serious o1rense, he should not be dIscharged 
until his case has been properly disposed of; but it Is quite proper to go to 
consIderable lengths to determine that no trial should be had or that the re­
mainder of any sentence imposed should be remitted. Bee 01". J • .4. G .. JuJU 
17. 19B!. i " 

35. Wha QIl foreign aerv1ce.-An enlJBted man on tOl'eip aerv1ee wW be 
returned to the United States prior to dIacharp on.account of mIIlorlty. aad the 
order for his discharge mU8t clearly ltate the reaaon tor·hlI return lD ·order 
!bat his discharge may be accomplished promptly upon antval in the UDlted 
Statee. . 

36. Jllnor Dot to be diacharced on h1a own I»pl1catiOD; aat10n when.1ID4er 
ace ot 16.-A minor will not be dISCharged on his own application. bat WMo~er 
a minor, whose parents or guardian have not applied tor his ~ 1a db­
covered to be under the ate of 16, the commanding ceneral of the appropriate 
aervlce command or the other IU)propriate commander speciAed 1a paraerapb 6" 
wUl, atter a revieW of the eue, direct the retention of the enlI8ted man In MITlae 
or his dI8Charce, 

87. Jlviclence required.-G. In 8Upport of an appllcatiDo tor dfeeharp DCler 
tb1s section. the foliowin&' eTtdence of qe Is required: . 

(1) A. duly authenticated copy of a m11lliclpal or other oftIdal record of 
the birth of the enHated Dl8ll, or 

(2) If no o1IlciaI record of the birth of the enlisted man can be obtJrined 
the afDdavit of the parent or guardian should state .specIflcaJIy· 
why an o1Ilcial record cannot be obtaIned. Thfs a1Ddavlt moat 
be accompanied b1-

(4) A baptismal cert11lcate or the aftldavtt at the pbJsidu 
or midwife in attendance at the birth at the enU8ted man. 
or 

(b) Affidavit of at least two persons not related to the enlIsted 
man, testifying from their own personal knowledge as to 
the date of his birth. 

b. In case of an enlistment, or induction in case of a selectee, under an 
assumed name the identity of the enlisted man with the person mentioned in 
the r(>('()rd of bIrth or the affidavits must be shown by the affidavit of the parents 
or legal guardian. 

38. Allowances; e1fect upon.-An enlisted man dIscharged on account of 
minority, as requIred by tht' act of June 30,19"21 (42 Stat. 74), is entitled to pay 
and transportation in kind, as provided in the act of September 22, 1922 (42 
Stat. 1021), to the exclusion of any other remuneration (Ops. J. A. G., March 1. 
1922). and an enlisted man 80 discharged is therefore not entitled to-

a. Travel allowance. 
b. Clothing allowance that may be due him upon settlement of his account. 

39. Form of discharge certificate to be given.-The form of dIscharge cer­
tificate will be that to which the service rendered by the enlisted man after 
enlistment or Induction will entitle him, notwithstanding the enlistment, or 

18 



AB 616-360 
DISCHARGE; RELEASE FROM ACTIVE DUTY 

induction In ease of a selectee, may have been obtained by misrepresentation 
as to age or consent of parent or guardian. The specific reason for the dlschargt' 
will be entered on the discharge certlflcate; for example, minority (act June 80, 
1921) per 4th Ind., Hq. 2d Serv C ______ . 

(Date) 

SI!lMlON V 

DEPENDENCY 
Paragraph 

Autborlty___________________________________________________________________ 40' 
By whom discharge ordered___________________________________________________ 41 
Evidence req~____________________________________________________________ 42 
Action to be taken upon dlscharge-_____________________________________________ 43 

40. Authorlty.-a. When by reason of death or dlsab1llty of a member of the 
family of an enlisted man, occurring after his enlistment, members of his family 
become dependent upon him for care or support, he may, In the discretion of the 
Secretary of War, be discharged from the service of the Untted States. Bec. 29, 
act June 4, 19!0 U1 Stat. 775; 10 U. S. C. 652; M. L., 1939, Bec. !30). 

b. During emergency, it Is essential that manpower be conserved. Therefore., 
releases from active service on account of dependency will be granted only when 
the necessity therefor is extreme and where the evidence required by paragraph 42 
has been submitted and clearly indicates that the release of the enlisted man is 
necessary to prevent or relieve destitution. 

41. By whom discharge ordered.-a. The commanding general of a service 
command and the commanders specified in paragraph 5b will, by authority of the 
Secretary of War, order the discharge of an enlisted man on account of depend­
ency. Any doubtful case will be forwarded to The Adjutant General for the action 
of the Secretary of War. 

b. l;pon receipt of a request tor the discharge of an enlisted man on account of 
dependency the enUsted man will be permitted to submit a written application for 
discharge which will be supported by the evidence required by paragraph 42. 
l;pon receipt of a written application by an enlisted man, together with the sup­
porting evidence, the commanders listed in a above will, except as provided in c 
below-

Scrutinize carefully tbe cause of the dependency. (1) 
(2) Procure any additional information that may be necessary to df'ter­

mine whether the case comes under the provisions of this section. 
(3) Take final action on the application. 

c. 'When the commanding general of a department or an oversea commander 
ha'l'inj.! discharge authority finds tbat action on an application for discharge on -. 
'I1('('ount of dependency would be materially expE'dited by having the case com­
pleted by the War Department, he will forward the case to Tbe Adjutant General, 
with bls recommendation and report as to the status of the enlisted man. 

42. Evidence required.-a. Tbe evidence requln"d Is affidavits showing that­
(1) Enlisted man's presence at home is neces.<:ury for the support or care 

of members of bls family. 
(2) This condition bas arisen due to death or disability ~rrlng In en­

listed man's family since bls enlistment or Induction. 
(3) Discharge of the enlisted man is necessary to prevent or relieve desti· 

tution and the necessity therefor is extreme. 
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b. Pol1cles go'V8l1ling41scharges on aecount of depeo4eneJ: , . • 
(1) The death or disability must be that of Ii member of the_listed ~ 

fam1ly and the person beeomina dependent must be a member d. *'" 
enl1sted man's family. .. ::Tft 

(2) For the purpose of discharge under this section the term "members 8t 
the t'Bmlly" includes only the following: Wile, children. fathel', 
mother, brothers. sisters, any relative who has stood in loco parenIiIB 
to the enlisted man prior to his enlistment 

(8) Death or dlsabiilty occurring tn the enlisted man's family 18 not sua­
cient ground for discharge on account of dependency unless it results 
directly in making a member of the enlisted man's faln1lY actuaibt 

"" II"" 

dependent upon him for care or support and dlBcharge is ~_ 
prevent or relieve destitution. 

(4) Dependency caused by anything other than death or disab1l1tJ' is ~t 
cause for discharge under this section. For lnstance, desertton ot"tbe 

.' ", i ' " 

enlisted man's mother by her husband, or the marriage ¢ f4 brother' 
who supported the mother prior to his marriage, is .,not. ground f9r 
discharge under thIs section. , 

(5) When disease of a member of the enlisted man's famlly ~ prior 
to enlistment or induction but becomes worse alter ~ent or 
induction to such an extent as to make the care or snpport of tlle 
enlisted man necessary, dIscharge under this section ~ authori.lled. 

(6) Pregnancy of the enlisted man's wile Is not dlsabllItJ' for which dis-
dlarge may be authorized. . 

(1) Indebtedness to the Government, or to an individual, or contlnement 
by civil authorities, does not prevent discharge when the enlisted 
man is otherwise eligible. 

(8) When an enlIsted man Is under charges or in confinement for a serious 
offense, he should not be dlBcharged untH his case has been properly 
disposed of. 

(9) When an enlisted man is eligible for discharge under this seetioq, 
discharge should not be disapproved because of doubt as to the abH1ty 
of the enlisted man to support his family, because the position 
promised him in civil UfE' Is inadequately paid, or because his 
services are needed in his organisation. 

(10) When practicable the facts as to dependency and its cause will be 
verified by reports from a disinterested agency_ In establishing 
dE'pendency no action will be taken by the military authorities with 
the ,iew to obtaining information from a local board. Such In­
formation as is necessary will be oDUlined by the American National 
Red Cross and will include any recommendation the local board 
concerned carE'S to make. 

(11) It is the policy of the War Department In cases of dependency to 
authorize discharge when the e,ldence submitted clearly indicates 
discharge is necessary to prevent or relieve destitution. 

43. Action to be take upon discharge.-As prescribed in paragraph 5, when 
an enlisted lIlRIlis to be d1scbarged because of a dependent wife the 8ta~ fllrector 
of Selective Service will also be advised of the date of marriage and the Selective 
Service classi1leation d. the man on that date. 
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AB 615-380 
DISCHARGE; RELEASE FROM ACTIVE DUTY 

FRAUDULENT ENLISTMENT OR INDUCTION 
Paragraph 

Autborlty tor discbarge_______________________________________________________ 44 
When involviog desertion trom prior enUstmenL________________________________ 45 
Aliens who enlist or are iDducted through misrepresentatioo______________________ 46 
Pay and allowRocet!; eft'ect upoo_____________________________________________ 47 
Form ot discharge certificate to be gtven_______________________________________ 48 

44. Authority for discharge.-a. No enlisted man will be dIscharged because 
of fraudulent enlIstment except by reason of-

(1) Concealment of desertion from the Na\'y, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard. 
(2) Concealment of conviction by civil court offenses outlined below: 

(a) ConvIction once of the heinous crimes of treason, murder, rape, 
kidnapping, arson, sodomy, or pandering; or of any crime 1n­
volving sex perversion; or for any mega 1 dealing in narcotics 
or other habit-form1ng drugs. 

(b) Concealment of a prior sentence to a period of confinement in 
excess of 1 year in 'Ii prison or penitentiary. 

(c) Irrespective of the offense for which convicted, at the time of 
induction into the Federal military service, is on parole from 
any penal institution, or is on probation from any court, or is 
under suspended sentence of any court except in cases in which 
the judgment of suspended sentence Is not a final conviction 
and does not involve probation. If the civil custody (parole, 
probation, or suspended sentence) Is or has been terminated 
or suspended for the period of military service. either with 
or without credit for such service, the enlisted man will not 
be discharged for fraudulent enlistment. 

b. Bv whom discharge orderoo.-Subject to the restriction imposed by para­
graph 45, a commander cited in paragraph 5b is authorized to discharge an en­
listed man for fraudulent enlistment when in his opinion trial by court martial is 
unwarranted. 

45. When involving desertion from prior enlistment.--a. When an enlisted 
man who has fraudulently enlisted is in a status of desertion from a prior 
enlistment in the Army-

(I) If convicted by court martial of desertion and fraudulent enlistment 
and sentenced to dishonorable discharge, he wl11 be dropped from 
the fraudulent enlistmpnt or enlistments subsequent to the first en­
listment, and the execution of the discharge will be under the first 
enlistment and the name there used. 

(2) If it is not considered advisable to bring him to trial, the commanding 
general of the service command or other officer exerciSing general 
court-martial jurisdiction may direct that he be dropped from the 
fraudulent enlistment or enlistments subsequent to the first enlist­
ment, and dispose of the case under the first enlistment, and name 
there used. and pertinent Army Regulations; but will not, even 
though the first enlistment be fraudulent, direct discharge from that 
enlistment for fraudulent enlistment only, leaving the charge of de. 
sertion undisposed of, or direct that he be dropped from a fraudulent 
enlistment when a refen>nct> to The Adjutant General is neceslmry 
for a full disposition of the case. 
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45-48 E!I."LISTED MEN 

(3) When an enlisted man is dropped from a fraudulent enlistment tHl 

appropriate entry will be made in the service record of the enllstment 
from which dropped, showing why so dropped and to what enlist­
ment held, adding other desired data as to records 'and reports. See 
also AR 345-125. 

b. ,,"'hen an enlisted man wbo has fraudulently enlisted i.:3 in a status of 
desertion from a prior enlistment in the ~avy, Marine Corps, or C{)''lst 
Guard, radio or telegrapbic report of the circumstances will be mude to Thp 
Adjutant General, who will ascertain whether the Navy, Marine Corps, or 
Coast Guard desires to take custody of the deserter. If the approprillte serv­
ice eited desires to aC<'ept custody, The Adjutant General will Issue the 
necessary instructions to effect the transfer and autl.:orize the dischargp of 
the deserter for fraudulent enlistment under the provisions ot this section. 
If the service from which the man deserted does not desire to aC<'cpt custody. 
action will be taken as prescribed in (1) or (2) below by the appropriate 
officer eXercising general courtmartial jurisdiction.-

(1) Bring the deserter to trial for fraudulent enlistment. 
(a) If convicted and sentenced to punishment wlJiclJ includes 

dishonorable discharge the execution ot the disehnrge will 
be from the fraudulent enlistment In the Army. 

(b) If Ilcqultted, or convicted but not sentenced to dishonorable 
discharge the deserter will be retained in the service. At 
the conclusion ot his term of service. if otherwise eligible. 
un honorable discharge will be awarded. 

(2) If it is not considpred advisable to bring the deserter to trial under 
(1) above. he will be retained In service unless phYSically, men­
tally, or morally unfit for military service. If retaf:ned his 
fraudulent enlistment will not constitute a bar to honorahle dis­
charge at the termination of sen-ieC'. If the individual iare­
garded as physically, mentally, or morally unfit or inapt, actioD, 
will be taken as preS<'ribed in section II or section VIII ot tbese; 
regula tions. 

46. Aliens who enlist or are inducted through misrepresentation.-a: 
each case wherein it is found that an enllsted man has been (lnlisted or indue1tet1rr' 
through misrepresentation of his Citizenship, a report of'the facts will be 
mitted to the War Department through intelligence chunnels. • 

b. Upon request from the Department of Justice or any accredited 1"P1"}1"P_tltA, 

tive thereof. an alien who has been enlisted or Inducted into the .Army may 
released to the custody of the Department of Justice for the purpose of trl.al 
investigation. However. the enlisted man will not be discbarged until 
deportation or internment is ordered by a Federal court. 

47. Pay and allowances; effect upon.-a. An enlisted man discharged 
fraudulent enlistment is not entitled to payor to allowances of any 
Including those for tra,el, except that a donation of not exceeding $10 
transportation In kind will he furniShed him under the conditions set 
the act of lIarch 7, 1942 (sec. I, Bull. No. 14. W. D .• 1942). See AR 

h. Deposits.-See All 35-2600. 
48. Form of discharge certificate to be given.-An enlisted man 

for fraudulent enlistment will be given a discharge from the AnnyY 
United States (blue). 
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SlIO'DOlt VII 

DESERTION 
Paragraph 

By whom discharge ordered_________________________________________________ 49 
Form of discharge certltlcate to be glveD_____________________________________ GO . -

49. By whom discharge ordered.-a. ~tute of limitatwns appUcable.-A 
deserter whose trial Is barred by the thirty-ninth article of war upon return 
to military control will be restored to duty by the commanding genel"lll of the 
service command or other officer exercising ~neral court-martial jurisdiction, It 
physically and mentally fit for the performance of any mllltary service. 

b. Statute Of limitations nat applicabZe.-'!be commanding general of the serv­
ice command, or other officer exercising general court-martial jurIsdiction, may 
order the discharge without trial, because of desertion and physical unfitness, after 
return to military control, of a· deserter who is found physically unfit tor serv­
ice, and whose trial is not barred by the thirty-ninth article of war. 

(1) The term "physical unfitness" 88 used in this paragraph will be COD­

strued to Include only-
<0> Those medical or surgical conditions that permanently 

incapacitate for further' mllltary service, and 
(b) Those cases of mental deficiency and constitutional psycbo~ 

athy that obviously cannot be adapted to mUitary service. 
(2) Discharge will not be ordered under the provisions of these 

regulations if-
(a) The physical disqualification is temporary and curable 

within a reasonable period of time, or 
(b) Tbe enlisted man does not possess sufficient mentallty to 

distinguish between right and wrong and is consequently 
incapable of forming the intent which is an assentIa! ele­
ment of the offense of clesfttion. See AR 615-300. 

c. No man will be restored to duty for the purpose of establishing his 
eligibility for discharge on account of dependeocy. 

bOo Form of discharge certificate to be given.-Discharge from the Army of 
the United States (blue) will be used for all discharges under paragraph 49. 

SE(Yrlo!" VllI 

~APTNESS OR UNDESmABLE HABITS OR TRAITS OF CHARACTER 

Paragraph lTecedare ____________________________________________________ -______________ 61 

auk War Department policy to be observed___________ ______________________ 62 
.,. whom lInal action taken and discharge ordered_______________________________ 63 
... to be used a.s cause ot discharge_________________________________________ M 
.... of discharge certificate to be given_______________________________________ 55 
~ent; ~ect upon ____________________________________________________ 66 

11. Procedure.-a. Report required; u:heft u4 btl whom made.-Wben an 
.. V' eed 1baIl-

(1) 18 inapt, or 
(I} Does not possess the required degree of adaptabUity for the military 

8enice after reasonable attempts han been made to reclassify and 
reassign such enUsted man in keepln,g with his abilities and qualifica­
tions. or 
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'(3) Gives evJdence of habits or traits of character (except when dt&­
charge for physical or mental conditions 1s indicated as provided 
in sec. n) wbich serve to render his retentiO'n in the service unde­
sirable, and rebabllltation of such enlisted man is considered impos­
sible after repeated attempts to accomplish same have failed, O'r 

(4) Is disqualified for service, physically or in character, through his own 
misconduct, and ~not ~a~s to render usefUl service 
before the expiration of bis term of service without detriment to 
the morale and efficiency of his organization, his~pariy~~cb­
ment commander will report the facts to the commanding officer. 

b. Wh.en company or detachment commander is also (xwnmandi.1tQ otficer.­
If the company or detachment commander is also the commanding officer. the 
report requIred by a above will be made to the next higher commander, whO' 
will take the action required by c below. 

c. Board convened by OOT1t,.manding onf,oor.-Upon receivIng the report re­
quired by a above. the commanding officer, or the next higher commander, as 
the case may be, will convene a board of otllcers, three if practicable, one of whom 
will be a medical otllcer, to determine whether or not the enlisted man Should 
be discbarged prior to the expiration of his term of service. The officer making 
the report required by a above will not be detaIled as a member of this board. 
Whenever available, a trained psychiatric examiner. or officer possessing 
experience, wIll be called as a witness in the case and present his testimony 
the Mard. 

d. Proceedings of board. 
(1) Rule8 of procedure and evidenee.-So far as practicable. the 

will be governed by the rules of procedure and evidence ..... JI'll.,~U 
to special courts martIal, except that the members wlll not 
sworn. 

(2) Witnesses sWQrn.-All witne..qges wllI be required to take the 
or affirmation prescribed for witnesses before courts martial. 

(3) Authorized rerotnmendations.-Tbe board will recommend 
enlisted man be eitber discharged or not discharged. A. 
mendation to dlscharge will be made only after it has 
elusively shown that the enlisted man Is incapable of 
any useful service or is unfit to associate with enllsted 
is recommended that the enlisted man be retained in 
further recommend-ation will be made indicating the 
which it is believed he can perform successfully. 

(4) Form of di8charge certiflcatej when to be 
charge is recommended. the board will also recommend 
discharge certificate to be given. See also paragraph 

(5) Oertificate of disability tor di8chargej when aC(}Qf1J,fJaflll,EirQ; 
the findings of the board indicate disqualification 
disability, tbe proceedings will be accompanied by a 
dlsability for discharge. 

e. Action oy convening authority. 
(1) When. discharge recommended.--If discharge is, 

the board, the convening authority will indorse ;on 
his approval or disapproval of the findings and· 
and forward the proceedIngs to the 
paragraph 53a to take tinal action and order db:1Cbl1ltC1o 
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(2) WAeII iUM:1uJrlle tIO' reeommencled.-When discharge is not recommend­
ed the proceedings wlll be d1spo8ed of as prescribed In f (1) belOW. 

,. Dis"ofttion of proceedin(J8. 
(1) When dillcAarge '" fIOt recomme~ ", boMd.-Tbe proceedlnp will 

be returned to the convening authority for such action on the board's 
recommendations as he may deem necessary. Subsequent to final 
action, the proceedIngs will be filed at the headquarters convening the 
hoard and the o1Dcer making the report notitled of the final action 
taken In the case. 

(2) When dMcAarge ia recommended bv board.-Proceecllngs forwarded 
as requIred by c above will In every case be returned to the oftlcer 
making the report required by a- above, by Indorsement showing the 
final action taken, and will then by him be disposed of as prescribed 
In (3) or (4) below. 

(3) When di8c1aarge ia not ordered.-'1.'he proceedings will be ftled. 
(4) When di8charge ia ordered.-At the time of discharge the proceed­

ings will be sent to the officer who makes the discharge, as author­
ity therefor, and after the discharge bas been made they wIll be sent 
to The Adjutant General, with the service and allled records, for file. 

52. Basic War Department pollcy to be observed.---a. No man will be sepa­
rated from the service prior to the expIration of his term of service for any of 
the causes enumerated In paragraph 51a unless the Government can obtain no 
useful service from him by reason of his mental, moral, or physical disqualifica­
tion once such man has been accepted for service as an enlisted man In the Al1Il7 
of the United States. 

b. Provision will be made for the training, reassignment, or discharge of inapt 
men in special training units or installations. Until such time as these facilities 
may be otherwise proT'ided, army, corps, seryice command, diviSion, or other 
unit commanders wlll establlsh such special training units within their commands. 
Full use will be made of reclassification procedure. 

53. By whom final action taken and discharge ordered.~. The commanding 
general of a ser¥iee command and the commandIng officers specified In paragraph 
:ib will take final sction In discharges authorized under this section. 

b. When an honorable dIscharge certificate is recommended under the author­
Ity contained in paragrapb 51d(4), dIscharge will not be ordered given on the 
discharge from the Army of the United States (blue). 

54. Term to be used as cause of dlscharge.-1J. In certificate of diBcharge.­
The term to be entered in the certificate of discharge as the reason for discharge 
will be merely "Section VIII, .AR 615-360; not eligible tor reenllstment or in­
duction." 

b. In all paper8 other than certitlca-te of ducharge.-In stating the cause of 
discharge, a brief deSCription of the actual cause thereof in the case in question 
will be given, followed by a parenthetical reference to these regulations. for 
example-

Inaptness (sec. VTII, An 615-800). 
Lack of adaptability for military service (sec. VIll, AR 615-360). 
Habits (or traits of character) rendering retention in service undesirable 

(sec. VUI, AR 615-360). 
(Physically) disqualified (In character) for service. through his own 

mIscondnct (sec. VIII, AR 615-360). 
When more than one cause is found to exist. all wUl·be stated.. 
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55. !'orm of discharge cerWlcate to be gtVUl.-4. Except as otherwise pre­
scribed in 1) below, the discharge from the Army of the United States (blue) 
wlll be given. 

b. All honorable discharge from the Army of the United States wUl be given 
)'!'hen, aceord.1ng to the appro~~ find1nglU)t~C!t~.~rd_ot oftlcers required by 
paragraph 51c, the Conduct of the enlisted man during his current period of serv­
Ice has been such 'as would render his retention in the service desirable were it 
not for hls inaptitude or lack of required adaptablUty for mlUtary service. In 
such cases the discharge certi1lcate will show that reenlistment 1s not warranted. 

56. Reenlistment; e1fect upon.-The reenlistment of a man discharged for 
any of the causes enumerated in paragraph 51a Is not warranted, even if an 
honorable discharge certi1lcate has been given. unleas the cause of discharge 
is subsequently removed. 

SlxmON IX 

CONVHJl'ION BY CIVIL COURT 
Paragraph 

By whom ~arge ordered___________________________________________________ GT EvIdence requ~ ___________________________________________________ -________ G8 

Form of discharge certitlcate to be glven________________________________________ GO 

57. By whom discharge ordered. 
a. (1) The commanding general of a. service command or other omcers desig­

nated in paragraph 5b are authorized wIthin their discretion tq 
discharge enlisted men who during their term of service, have ~ 
finally convicted by a civil court of an oi!ense, the nature of whidi 
clearly indicates that the individual is not a suItable person to 
associate with enlisted men. 

(2) No enlisted man will be discharged by reason of convIction by a 
court unless the case comes within the purview of (1) above, 
unless he 

(a) Has been convicted once of the heinous crimes of rl'PRan", 

murder, rape, kidnapping, arson, sodomy. or pa:ndE!r1Ilg 
of any crime involving sex perversion; or for any 
dealing in narcotics or other habit-forming drugs. . 

(b) Has been convicted of any oi!ense and sentenced to· 
ment for a period in excess of 1 year in a 
penitentiary. 

(0) Irrespective of the oi!ense for whIch convicted, o.r the: 
of enlistment or induction Into the Federal mllitary 
is on parole from any penal institution, or is o.n 
from any court, or is under suspended sentence' 
court except in cases In which the judgment of 
sentence Is no.t a final conviction and does not 
batlon. If the civil custody (parole, 1):' robatll 
suspended sentence) is or bas been terminated 
for the period of military servIce, eitber 
credit for such service, the enlisted man 
dlscha~. ' 

b. When a.bsenJ in. clesertion.-If the enlisted man has 
imprisonment whlle absent in desertion, and discharge is ,col1Sl'~reCJ .:~ 
the o1Bcers speci1led in paragraph 5b are authorIzed to. ei!ect the @1Clll~ 
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58. Evidence required.-Transcripts from records of civil courts need not 
accompany recommendations for the discharge of enlisted men onder the 
authority contained in paragraph 6'l. The 01llclal statement of the immediate 
commandIng oftlcer of the enlisted man as to the fact of conviction by a civU 
court is su1ftdent See AR 846-415. 

59. Form of discharge certiftcate to be given.-An enllsted man discharged 
on account of conviction by a civil court will be given a discharge from the 
ArmY of the United States (blue). 

SECTION X 

CONVENIENCE OF GOVEro.."MENT 
Paragraph 

By whom discharge ordered__________________________________________________ 60 
Travei allowance-____________________________________________________________ 61 
Form ot ~e ~tHcate to be Jiven______________________________________ 62 

60. By whom discharge ordered.-a. Except as provided in b below, enllsted 
men will be discharged for the convenience of the Government by authority of 
the Secretary of War only. Such authority may be given either in each indi­
vidual case or by an order appl1cable to all cases of a class specified. in the 
order. 

b. The commandIng generals of service commands and the commanders specl1led 
in paragraph 5b may direct the discharge of an enlisted man for the convenience 
of the Government to accept commission in the armed forces; to accept appoint­
ment as a commissioned warrant officer in the United States Coast Guard; 
chief warrant officer in the United States Marine Corps; commissioned warrant 
officer in the United States Nary, warrant officer in the Army of the United 
States, and immediate call to active duty. Prior to such discharge for the 
purpose stated, tbe discharging authority shall be in possesSion of documentary 
evidence from the proper authority that such enlisted man is acceptable and will 
be appointed as a commissioned officer, and will be called to active duty 
immediately if discharged from the Army of the United States. 

c. All requests received for release from active duty or discharge-
(1) Based upon enlisted man's importance to the national h'ealth, safety, 

or interest, or 
(2) Based upon claim that trainee was erroneously classlfied, should not 

have been inducted. and did not haTe an opportunity to present 
his case to the appeal board-

will be forwarded through the organization commander and the officer exercis­
ing discharge authority to The Adjutant General. together with appropriate 
recommendation. Final action onder (1) and (2) above Is taken by The 
Adjutant General. 

(3) In case of enlisted man released under (1) above the following action 
will be taken: 

(a) National Guardsman.-Revert to state control During the 
emergency, members of the National Guard of the UQited 
States on inactive status may not be disclmrged from theIr 
Federal status by State order. 

(b) Members of Regular AnnJl Re,erve.-Revert to inactive 
status. 

(c) An others.-Discharge unless the War Department speciflcally 
directs transfer to a Reserve component. 
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(4) Those released under (2). above will be discharged for the conven­
ience of the Government. 

do (1) Enlisted men who request release from active duty by reason of 
being a former key man in indnstry (necessary man for war pr0-

duction) will be informed that all such reqnests must be initiated 
and executed under oath by the responsible head of the firm or 
agency by which the enlisted man was employed at the time of his 
entry into the miUtary service. Final action on cases of this 
nature Is taken by The Adjutant General. 

(2). In case of enlisted men released under d(l) above, the action in­
cated in 0(3) above wUl be taken. 

6l. Travel allowance.-:See AR 35-2560. 
62. Form of discharge certificate to be given.-Unless otherwise directed by 

the approved proceedings of the board of officers required by paragraph 3b(2), 
an honorable discharge from the Army of the United States will be given, if 
discharged. 

SmTJON XI 

WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS 
Paragraph 

By WhODl ~arge ordered___________________________________________________ 68 
FOrID ot discharge certificate to be given _____________________ ~-----------_______ 64 

63. By whom discharge ordered.-The discharge of an enlisted man from 
the Army may be ordered by a United States court or a justice or ju~ 
thereof. Upon receipt of such an order, the officer upon whom the writ or 
order is served, or counsel, will note an appeal pending instruC'tions from the 
War Department, and he will immediately report to The Adjutant General th.4 
action taken by the court and forward a copy of the opinion of the co~ 
as SOOn as it can be obtained. (See par. 155. Manual for Oourts-Martial, ~~. 
Upon notification that the War Department or the Department of Justice •. " 
determined not to appeal the case, or that the order has been sustained In f.ht .. '. 
final disposition of the case by the courts, the enlisted man concerned willllSi'J 
promptly discharged by his organization commander, or as prescribed in p8.ra .... A 
graph 5, whichever is the more expeditions method. . 

64. Form of discharge certificate to be glven.-Unless otherwise diI'eCt;e(l·Jf,~ 

by the approved proceedings of the board of officers required by 
ab, an honorable discharge from the Army of the United States will be given. 

SECTION XII 

DISHONORABLE 

VVhen autho~ ____________________________________________________________ _ 
Etreet upon unexpired enlistIDents ____________________________________________ , 
FOrID of discharge certificate to be given _____________________________________ ...... 

65. When authonzed.-An enlisted man wilI be dishonorably 
pursuant to sentence of a court martial or a military commIssion, 
other reason. See also paragraph 45 in reference to desertion cotlU1E!O 

fraudulent enlistment. 
66. Effect upon unexpired enlistments.-A dishonorable dfilcbl!U' 

complete expulsion frOm the Army and covers all unexpired; ellllStJneu 
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67. l!"orm of discharge cert11lcate to be given.-An enlisted man dishonor­
ably dl8cbarged will be given a dishonorable d1scharge trom the Army of the 
United States. 

BIlCTION XIII 

RETAINED FOR MEDICAL CARE OR HOSPITALIZATION 

Paragraph Oenend_____________________________________________________________________ 68 

Board of medical oIBcen______________________________________________________ 69 
Action by commanding oftlcer _________________________________________________ 70 
Enlisted men retained more than 6 months_____________________________________ 71 

68. General-Any enllsted man in the active service, whose term of enlist­
ment or period of service will expire while he is suffering disuse or injury 
incident to service and not due to misconduct, and who is in need of medical care 
or hospitalization may, with his consent, be retained in service beyond the 
expiration of his term of enlistment, or period of service, and nceive at Gov­
ernment expense, medical care or hospitalization and his pay and allowances 
(including expense money authorized by law and credit for longevity) until he 
will have recovered to such extent as would enable him to mt"et the physical 
requirements for reenlistment, or until it will have been ascertaiued by a board 
of officers as provided In paragraph 69 that the disease or injury is of a char­
acter that recovery to such an extent would be impoSSible, whichever is earlier; 
pro.ided, that any enlisted man whose enlistment is so exten~ed will be subject 
to forfeiture in the same manner and to the same extent as if his term of 
enlistment or period of service had not expired, and that he may be held in the 
service without his consent to make good time lost as provided in paragraph 1. 
Retention in the service as provided herein will not exceed 6 mClnths from the 
date the enlistment contract or period of service expires, except in the most 
unusual and meritorious cases, when recommended by the enlist\:d man's imme­
diate commanding officer and approved by next higher authority. See 
paragraph 7. 

69. Board of medical o1llcers.-a. When the commanding officer of a general 
hospital, station, or unIt In which the enlIsted man, retained in service 
under paragraph 68, Is serving believes that the enlisted man wlll not be 
benefited by further medical care or hospitalization, and in any event, not later 
than 6 months from the expiration of the man'S term of enHstment or period 
of serrice, he will con.ene a board of medIcal officers critically to examine the 
enlisted man, the board to be composed of three medical officers, it that number 
are present for duty; otherwise. of the lesser number present for duty. 

b. The board of medical officers wlll report in writing to the appointing 
authority the results of the examInation with its finding of one of three con­
ditions, as follows: 

(1) That the enlisted man has recovered to such an extent as would enable 
him to meet the physical requirements for reenlistment, or 

(2) That the disease or injury suffered by the enlisted man is of a char­
acter that recovery to such an extent as in (1) above is impossible, or 

(3) TJ less than 6 months have elapsed from the expiration of the term 
of enlistment, or period of service, that further medical care or 
hospItalization can reasonably be expected, to result in recoveQ' 
to the extent as in (1) above. 
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o. If the finding of the board Is-
(1) As in b(l) above, the board wlU recommend that the enlisted man 

be discharged. 
(2) As in b(2) above, the board will execute a certificate of disablHty. for 

,discharge as provIded in paragraph 10, which will be, act~ on as 
provided in paragraphs 11 and 12. 

(3) As in b(3) above, the board will recommend that medical care or 
hospitalization be continued np to 6 months from expiration of term 
of enlistment, or period of service. If 6 months or more have elapsed 
since expiration of term of enlistment or period of servIce, the board 
will proceed as in (2) above. , 

70. Action by commanding officer.-a·. If the board recommends the dis­
charge of the enlisted man under paragraph 690(1), he will be discharged for 
expiration of term of servIce or perIod of service. 

b. If the board recommends the diSCharge of the enUsted man nnder paragraph 
690(2) or (3), the provisions of paragraphs 7 to 18, inclusive, will be fonowed. 

o. If less than 6 months have elapsed since expiration of term of enlistment or 
period of service, and the discharge of the enlisted man Is not recommended, th~ 
procedure provIded in paragraph 69 will be repeated on the expiration of 6 montba 
from expiration of term of enllstment or period of servIce. 

d. In most unusual and meritorIous cases, the enlisted man's Immediate com­
manding officer may recommend that he be retained in service as. provided in 
paragraph 68, statIng in full the reason for his recommendation. On approval of 
such recommendation by next higher authority, the enlisted man may be retained 
in service until discharged as provided in paragraph 69. 

71. Enlisted men retained more than 6 montbs.-When the enUsted man II 
retained in service as an unusual or meritorious case more than 6 months atter 
expiration of term of enlistment or perIod of service, as provided in paragraph 
68, the procedure prescribed in paragraph 69 win be followed at such time a8 It 
Should appear to the officer having authority to convene a board of medical ofIIeE!fiJ 
to examine the enlisted man, that he shall have recovered to such extent'. 
would enable him to meet the physical requirement for reenlistment, or unm it 
has been ascertained by competent authority that recovery to such an exUm( 
would be impossible. 

lA. G. 220.8 (6-2-42).] 
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OFFICIAL: 

J. A. ULIO, . 
Major General, 

The Adjutant General. 
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