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Am Force RecuragoN ‘Wasmngron, DC, 15 Merch 1977
No. 211-18

MCO 175218

\ PERSONNEL—GENERAL
MARQIAGE IN OVYERSEA COMMANDS

This revision changes the term ‘“quota’ io “numerical limitation” and “nonquote” {v “im-
mediate relative” with regard io the classification of certain aliens for entry into the United
States; eliminates blanket require‘l(tent for notarized permission from parent or legal guardian
in all cases in which the applicant is-wunder 21 years of age; establishes requirement for written
notarized permission of parent(s) or 'lqgal guardian of the applicant and the intended spouse
if he or she is under the legal age for marriage established by the law of the State, territory,
or couniry in which the marriage is to tqke place; provides that only United States citizens
may petition for entrance of alien spouses into the United States for permanent residence
without numerical limitation; provides guidance on the pracedures for United States military
personnel petitioning for entry of alien ﬁancee or fiance into the United States to conclude
a valid marriage within a period of 30 days after entry, and provides a new listing of “dangerous
contagious diseases” in conformance with the current official definition of the term. Separate
directives or regulat:omx of the individual serv;ce‘s\are authorized. Local supplementation of
this regulation is prohibited, except upon approval bz( HQDA (DAPC-EPA-P), 2461 Eisenhoirer
Apenue, Alexandria, VA 22331.
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1. Purposge. This regulation provides information a. The restrictions imposed by this regulation
and policy zuidance to conunanders on marriage  are not iniended to pievent marriage. These
of persounel stationed in or visiting oversea  restrictions are for the prijtection of both aliens
commands, and on applications for the immigra-  and US citizens from the poible disastrous effects
tion of alien spouses, fiance or fiancee, children, of an impetuous marriage eéptered into without
stepchildren, and adoptied children. appreciation of its implicatioys end obligations.

*This regulation supersedes A(GOO—Z-!O]NA\-‘PERS 15858AAFR 211 18, MICO 175214,
including all changes.
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b. This regulation is intended to make both

aliens and US citizens aware of the rights and
restrictions impoeed by the immigration laws of
the United States and to assist in identifying and
hopefully precluding the creation of US military
dependents not eligible for immigration to the
United States who may pose a logistical burden
on, and possible embarrassment to, the US
military service concerned.
2, Statatory authority. The adinission to the
United States of the above aliens is governed by
the Immigretion and Naltionality Act (8 USC 1101,
el seq).

a. Titles 8 and 22 of the Code of Federal Regu-
lations (CFR) contain the immigration and
nationality regulations. Since 24 December 1952,
the effective dato of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, certain policies and procedures have
been changed. In general, the cxacting standards
heretofore determining admissibility are con-
tinued, but additiona! caterories of potential
immigrants have been rranted consideration.

5. Public Law 91-225 (8 USC 1184(d)), signed
by the President on 7 April 1970, amended the
Immigration and Netionality Act to provide non-
immigrant status for the alien finnce or fiancee of
a US citizen who seeks Lo enter the United States
to conclude & valid marriage in the United States
within 90 days after entry.

3. Applicability. This regulation does not apply to
Army National Guard and US Army Reserve
personnel unless serving on active duty in an
oversea command.
4. Policy. a. It is the policy of the Departmonts
of the Army, Navy, and Air Force that all active
duty personnel have basically the same right to
enter into marriage as any other citizens of the
United States in the same locality. Armed Forces
personnel stationed in or visiting foreign countries
are required to obtain written authorization from
the senior oversea area commander of their par-
ticular branch of service prior to marrying. This
authority may be delegated as deemed necessary.
The policy of the departments is that approval will
be given in all instances where military personnel
have complicd with local regulations inplement-
ing this policy, provided that—

(1) Due examinsation and consideration do
not indicate that the intended alien spouse would
certainly or probably be barred from entry to the
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United States through inability to meet statutory
physical, mental, or character standards.

(2) The applicant has demonstrated financial
ability, not limited to any particular form of
financial security, to prevent the alien sponse from
becoming & public charge.

b. Civilian parsonnel serving with, aaaployed by,
or accompanying the Armed Forces outside the
United States under Department of Defense
sponsorship are not required to submit applica-
tions for authorization to marry. They are en-
couraged to avail themselves of the consultative
sorvices provided by military commanders con-
cerning the legal, moral, and procedural problems
involved in oversea marriages, and the United
States laws on immigration and pationality.

¢. Applications for authorization to marry must
be accompanied by written and notarized per-
mission from parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of an
applicant or intended spouse if he or she is under
the legal age for marriage in the State, territory,
or country in which the marriage is to take place.
Applications will be forwarded by indorsement to
the commander having authority to approve the
application.

{1) Where obstacles to » lasting narmiage
appear to be present through the anticipated inad-
missibility to the United States of the intended
spouse, the application for autherization to marry
will be returned by the commmender for considera-
tion by the service member of the problems that
would result if the intended spouse were not ad-
mitted to the United States after marryving (seo
para 6b).

(2) Each application returned disapproved
will indicate the specific reasons for lack of ap-
proval and will sugpest any additional action that
may be taken to secure permission (for example,
medical attention for either party or further sav-
ings by the service member).

(3) Marriage applications disapproved for
security reasons &nd returned (o the applicant
will state briefly the reason for disapproval, but
will not divulge the source of information or other
date which would involve violation of security or
jeopardize sources of information available in the
conduct of these investigations.

d. Prior to granting authorization to marry, a
medical examination will be required of cach alicn
fiance or fiances’ and all dependents who will
actually be residing with the prospective spouse,
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and that intend to seek admission to the United
States. The examination may be administered at
cither o US Public Health Service office or a
US forces medical facility and will be of sufficiens
scope and thoroughness to detect mental or physi-
cal illness or conditions as described in paragraph
5b{4). Although the premarital medical examina-
tion performed at a US forces medical facility
is given to determine suitability for later entry into
the United States, qualification as a result of this
examination is tentative and does not insure final
medical acceptance of the prospective spouse or
dependents for entry into the United States. The
alien spouse and dependents must later undergo
and satisfactorily meet the requirements of a medi-
cal examination administered by a US military eor
civilian doctor, in accordance with requirements
established by the US Public Health Service,
before & visa is granted.

e. Premarital investigations of prospective alien
spouges of military personncl are the responsi-
bility of the approving area commnander of the
particular service. The commander will initiate
and complete the investigative checks and exami-
nations necessary to predetermine the alien’s
probable admissibility to the United States prior
to granting permission to marry. If the review of
the results of the investigations reveals evidence
of a derogatory nature which, in the opinion of the
commander, raises a guestion of the alien’s eligi-
bility for a visa, the case will be referred to the
appropriate US consular officials for advice. Care
will be exercised to insure that-only cases in this
category are referred to the consular officials. The
premarital investigation documents of the intended
spouse will not be disposed of. These documents
are important becanse of their necessary referral
to the appropriate American Consulate or Em-
bassy when the applicant applies for a visa for his
or her alien spouse.

f- If the prospective alien spouse resides in a
couniry where no military investigative or medical
facilities are available, United States consular
officials in the country concerned will be requested
to conduct necessary premaerital investigations.
Military commanders should submit these requests
in accordance with specific procedural policies,
departmental or local, established by their
particular service. .

¢. Applicants whose requests have been favorably
considered will be given all assistance possible in
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arranging their marriages and securing visa and
other entrance documentation, including forward-
ing Form I-130 (Petition to Classify Status of
Alien Relative for Issuance of Immigrant Visa)
under cover letter of the command, stating that—

(1) The financial status of the individual has
been considered;

{2y The alien spousc has undergene medical
examination; and

(3) No defects barring admission under
pertinent immigration laws have been discovered.

k. Apphicents will be advised that approval of
their proposed marriage by the appropriate
military authority will not necessarily result in
the alien spouse being granted an immigration
visa, and, even in those cases in which a visa is
granted, there is no certainly that an alien spouse
will be admitted into the United States at the
port of entry. The Commissioner of Immigration
and Naturalization hias fina! jurisdiction regarding
entry of aliens inte the United States. Each appli-
cant will be reguired to sign a statement to the’
effect that he or she so understands.

. Applicants who are meinhers of the 111111ta13
service will be encouraged to scek premarital
advice and counsel of a military chaplain before
making final plans for marriage. The applicant
should alse be encouraged to have the marriage
ceremony performed by a military chaplain. This
may sometimes involve two ceremonies. A civil
cercimony is required by the laws of some countries.
In this connection, the laws of the United States
recognize only those marriages which are legally
entered into under the laws of the couniry in
which the ceremony is performed. All personnel
concerned will be advised that the Immigration
and Naturalization Service doés not hold proxy,
telephone, or similar masriages to be wvalid .for
immigration purposes unless the marriage -shall
have been consummated through cohabitation. If
the military member so desires, the ceremony or
ceremonies will be atlended by commissiciied and
noncommissioned members of his or her unit of
assignment, whenever practicable, and a suitable
marriage certificate will be presented by the com-
mand to supplement any document which may be
provided under local laws. 7

J- Once a marriage has been entered into and the
dependents are deemed eligible for benefits nor-
mally associated with command:sponsorship, no
distinction will be made between ‘alien and citizen
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spouses in the access to, and use of available sup-
port facilities (e.g., post exchange, commissary,
and Class VI stores). Any other benelit {e.g.,
health care) to which the dependents of military
members are entitled by virtue of the member's
rank, tenure, or status will be conferred irrespec-
tive of the dependents’ nationality or command
sponsorship. In the ¢asc of a marriage within the
oversea commend, the member will not be author-
ized to occupy dependent-type quarters on a date
earlier than he or she would be entitled to do so
Lad he or she entered the oversea command on the
date of marriage. :

k. The service member will insure that an official
record of his or her marriage (whether to an alien
or a US citizen) is made with the proper local civil
authority immediately after marringe has been
accomphished.

5. Problems to be considered. «. The admissibility
of alien spouses and children merits serious con-
sideration by the parties to the marriage and the
military service, since such marriages are normally
planned in anticipation of eventusl residence in
the United States. Thorough study of all aspects
of the problem by the individual prior to marriage,
together with guidance from the appropriate
- military commanders, can minimize, if not elimi-

nate, the prospect of broken homes by wholesale .

divorce, abandonment, or desertion which would
result if large numbers of alien spouses failed to
qualify for admission to the United States because
the individuals concerned were not aware of the
requirements for entry prior to marriage.

b. Mental and physical health of the alien -

spouse, as woll as character, morals, and political
beliefs and affiliations, are matters of primary

imporiance since individuals in certain categories -

may be inadmissible to the United States for
permanent residence. These categorics include,
but are not limited to, aliens who—

(1} Are mentally retarded, insane, or have
had one or more attacks of insanity.

(2) Are afflicted with psychopathic person-
ality, sexual deviation, or mental defect.

(3) Are narcotic drug addicts, chronic aleo-
holics, paupers, professional beggars, or vagrants,

(4) Are afflicted with any dangerous con-
tagious disease. The following diseases are con-
sidered to be in the dangerous contagious category:

" (@) Chancroid.

(0) Gonnorrhea.

13 Maveh 1977

{¢) Granuloma inguinale.

{d) Leprosy, infectious; lepromatous, or
dimorphous.

() Lymphogranuloma venereun:.

(f) Syphilis in the infectious stage.

(g} Tuberculosis, aclive.

(5} Are prostitutes or have cngaﬂ'cd mn or
profited from prostitation.

(8) Are polygamists, practice polygumy, ot
advocate the practice of polygamy.

{7) Are, or at any time have been, anarchists,
opposers of organized government, advocates of
forceful or violent overthrow of organized govern-
ment; members of or afliliated with the Communist
or any other totalitarian party or association.

" (8) Have been convicted of—
{¢) A crime involving moral turpitude or
admits o having committed such a crime, or
() Two or more offenses (other than purely
political offenses) for which the aggregate sentence

to confinement actually imposed was § years ot

more, or
(¢) Violation of, or conspiracy to violate,
any law or regulation relating to the illicit possecs-
sion of or traffic in narcotic drugs or marijuana.
(d) Certain other offenses specified in Title
8, United States Code, Section 1182, regarding
the general classes of excludable aliens.

(9) Have been arrested and deported; have
fallen into distress and have been removed
from the Uniled States; or have been excluded
from admission and deported ; unless the Attorney
General of the United States has consented to
their applying or reapplying for admission.

c. In addition to the high standards required
of the alien, the US citizen also must present
satisfactory evidence of ability to prevent the
gpouse from becoming a public charge. Another
important subject for consideration is the large
number of enlisted personnel of pay grade E—4
with less than 2 years service, E-3, E-2, and E-1,
who lhave no occupational backgrounds or his-
tories of past earnings to establish their ability
to support a family. Consideration must be given
also to the health of the US citizen.. (The presence
of dctive tuberculosis, for example, would not only
impair his or her ability to support the family,
but would endanger the health of the alien spouse,
thus jeopardizing admissibility.)

6. Exception to policy. ¢. The Departiments of the
Army, the Navy, and the Air Foree recognize the
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human aspocts of situations leading to applica-
tion for authorization to marry an alien. It is the
intent of this regulation that the procedures
followed in oversea commands will be in accord-
ance with normal legal rights and privileges of US
citizens to the fullest extent practicable. Existing
local conditions may affect individual actions
and procedures of commanders.

b. A determination that the prospective alien

spouse may be ineligible for admission into the
United States does not require disapproval of
the application for authorization to marry. The
US citizen desiring to marry and the alien fiance
or finncee will be thorourhly counselled and
advised that in the opinion of the commander the
intended alien spouse may be ineligible for ad-
mission to the United States. Jf the citizen, the
intended spouse (and the parents of either, if
approprinte, because of the partoer’'s age)
indicate in writing that such adviece has been re-
ceived and they nevertheless desire that the
marriage take place, the commander may approve
the gpplication for authorization to marry.
7. Command reguniations. a. Dircetives will be
reasonable snd will stress the fact that the
screening of applicants for guthorization to marry
by the commander is substantially similar to the
processing of requests for eatry of alien spouses
into the United States, and that the lack of
commund approval is indicative of probable un-
favorable action of the United States Consul and
the Commissioner of Inmmigration and Naturaliza-
tion on n visa request.

b. Marringe regulations issucd by commanders
of the several services in the same area will be
coordinated to insure reasopable umniformity.
Recommended administrative procedures are out-
lined in paragraph 15. Adoption or modification
of the procedures recommended is at the dis-
cretion  of the aspproprintc oversea service
commander.

¢. Local information medin will be used from
time to time to promote an understanding of
martinge regulations and their intent. Orientation
of replacements will include this subject. Questions
and discussion will be encouraged.

8. Admission of alien spouses and children.
a. Subject to the conditions specified by law, the
alien spousc of any US citizen may be approved
for entry into the United States on a permanent-
residence basts, without regard to numerical
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limitation, provided thet the required petition
for immedinte relative stetus (Form I-130:
Petition to Classify Status of Alien Relative for
Issuance of Immigrant Visa) is duly filed with the
United States Consul concerned, and duly
approved.

b. Neither the Commissioner of Immigration
and Naturalization nor the United States Consul
has broad power to grant exceptions to the statu-
tory restriciions governing the admissibility of
eliens or eligibility to receive visas. However, the
Immigration and Nationality Act, as amended
(PL 87-301 {8 USC 1182)), vests in the Attormey
General of the United States discretionary au-
thority to grant waivers to certain alien spouses
and children {including minor unmarried adopted
children) who are ineligible for visss because of
conviction of an offense involving moral turpitude,
conviction of two or more offenses for which the
ageTerate sentence actiually imposed was 5 or
more vears, or because of prosiitution. The
Attorney General of the United States may elso
grant waivers under his discretionary authority
in the casc of certain alien spouses and children
who have procured, or attempted to procure, &
visa by fraud or misrepresentation, or admitting
the commission of perjury in connection therewith.

¢. Each application for waiver (Form 1-601:
Application for Waiver of GGrounds of Excludabil-
ity) is judged on its individual merits. Waivers
will not be granted where entrance of such alien
dependents would be contrary to the national
welfure, safety, or security. A favorable decision
is required to be based on & finding by the Attorney
General of the United States that extreine hard-
ship would result to a US citizen or a lawful
resident of the United States should his or her
alien dependents be excluded from the United
States. An advance declsion on a waiver is not
possible for prospeciive spouses. Applications for
waiver can be made only afier a legal mariage.

d. Form 1-601 can be obtuined from Uniied
States consuls.

e. The Immigration and Naturalization Act
provides that certain alien spouses and unmarried
children (including minor unmarried Ilnwfully
adopted children) who are excludable from the
United States because of mental relardstion, a
history of mental illuess, or affliction with tuber-
culosis and who are otherwise admissible to Lhe
United States may be issued a visa and adimitted to
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the United States -for permanent tesidence. Ap-
proval thercof will be at the discretion of the At-
torney General of the United States after con-
sultation with the Surgeon General of the- United
States Public Health Service. (Sce AR 40-121/
SECNAVINST 6320.8D/AFR 168-4/ PHS GEN
CIR NO. 6/CG COMDUINST 6320.2b/NOAA
C0-4.) Aliens in this category, who are dependents
of United States military personnel and who seek
admission to the United States, must file an
Iimmmigration and - Naturalization Form I-601,
with supporting documents, at the consular
office considering the request for a visa.

f. A child is a citizen of the United States if he
or she is born outside the geographical limits of
the United States or its outlying possessions of
parents, one of whom is an slien, and the other a
citizen of the United States, who, prior to the
birth of the child, was physically-present in the
United States or its outlying possessions for a
period or periods totaling not less than ten yeoars,
at least five of which were after attaining the age
of fourteen years. (Honorable service in the Armed
‘Forces of the United States counts as physical
presence in the United States.) Recognition of
the child’s citizenship when fraveling to the
United States is made easier if it’s birth has been
declared by the parents snd-documented -at the
office of the appropriate United States Consul.

¢. Children in the following categories are per-
mitted -entry into the United States, without
numerical limitations, if otherwise qualified under
immigration laws:

(1) Children born to the alien spouse, whether.
or not born in wedlock, may enter as stepchildren
of the citizen spouse, provided they had not
‘reached the age of 18 years at the time of the
alien’s marriage to the US citizen.

(2) Ilegitimate children by or for whom a
status, privilege, or benefit is sought because of
their relationship to their natural mother.

(3) Children adopted under the age of 14
vears if they have since been in legal custody of,
and have resided with, the adopting parent or
parents for at least 2 years.

. (4)- Children undér 14 years of age at the.

time at which the visa petition is filed, who are
_eligible orphans adopted abroad or coming to the
United States for adoption. However, not more
than two such petitions may be approved for
eligible orphans adopted or te be adopted by any

6
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one US citizen and-spouse, unless necessary-to
prevent.the separation of brothers or sisters. Visas
issued- to orphans adopted by US-citizens serving
abroad in the Armed Forces or employed abroad
by the United States Government are valid until
such time as the adoptive citizen returns to the
United States in due course of his or her service
and/or employment, but they are valid not to
exceed 3 years from date of issue.

- k. Oversea commanders authorized to take final
action on marriage applications will consider
waiver possibilities in determining their action
under paragraph 4, :

9, Admission of alien fiance or ﬁancee a. Sectmn
1101(a)(15) (K), Title 8, United States Code, pro-
vides nonimmigrant status to the alien fiance or
fiasncee of a US citizen who seeks to enter the
United States solely to conclude a valid marriage
with the US citizen within 80" days.after entry.

b. A service member desiring to have an alien
fiance or fiancee admitted to the United States
under the above provision is required to file a
petition for a visa on behalf of the alien concerned.
A visa will not be granted until the American
consular officer has received a petition filed in the
United States and spproved by the Attorney.
General. Satisfactory evidence must be submitted
by the petitioner to establish that the parties
have a bona fide intent to marry and are legally
able and actually willing to conclude a valid
marriage in the United States within 90 days after
the alien’s arrival. Minor children accompanying
or following to join the alien should be included
The service member should
communicate with the nearest district office of
the Immigration and Naturalization Service, or
with the nearest US consular officer, if assigned
overseas, to obtain information regarding the
filing of the required Petition to Classify Status
of Alien Fiance or Fiancec for Issuance of Non-
immigrant Visa (Form I-129F) in behalf of the
alien concerned. The service member should be
advised that in the event the marriage does not
oceur within 3 months after entry of the alien and
any minor children, they will be required to
depart the United States and upon failure to do
so, will be deported.-

¢. The alien fiancee or fiance desiring to immi-
grate to the United States should be advised to
communicate with the United States consular.
officer of the American Embassy appropriaie to
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the countiy concerned and Tequest information on
the procedure to be followed in applying for a visa
under Section 1101(&)(15) (1\), Title & United
States Code, '
"d. As the marriage will not be performed in the
oversea ared, commanders need not-be concerned
with the issue of the alien’s admissibility to the
United States. Premarital investigations will not
be conducted by the oversea commanders and the
service member will not be required to submit a
formal application for authorization to marry.
e. Commanders are encouraged to grant leave,
consistent with operational military requirements,
to personnel stationed overseas who plan lo retirn
to the United States on leave lor the purpose of
marrying an alien finnce or flancee admitted to the
United States under the above provision of the
Tmmigration and Nationality Act. Travel in con-
ncetion with leave to and from the United States
is the responsibility of the individual and will be
at no expense to the Government. (See para 10¢.)
10. Completion of processing of applications of
personnel who depart oversea commands, «. The
date of marriage relative to prospective rotation
date of the US citizen and/or the plans of the alien
spouse for departure to the United States is an
important. factor. An application for authorization
to marry is not grounds {or retention in the over-
sen command beyond the date the applicant is

eligible to return from overseas (DEROS), nor
is it 'grounds for retention in the service beyond’

expiration of term of service (ETS). 1t dees not,
hiowever, preclude the individual’s voluntary ex-
tension of oversea tour or term of sérvice under
other policies governing such extensions.

b. Processing will continue on those applications
not completed by the time the applicant departs
the oversea command, provided the applicant so
requests in writing and states his or her inteniton
to return to the oversea command in a leave status
for the purpose of marriage 1f the application is
approved.

¢. Requests for permission to visit an oversea
command, or s foreign couniry not within the
jurisdiciion of an oversea command, in an ordinary
leave status for the purpose of marriage, normally
will not be granted until the member's application
for authorization to marry has been approved.
Unforeseen complications are often encountered
in conducting the premarital mvestigation and
could result in needless expense to the applicant
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and disappointment to all concerned if; due to
expiration of leave, the member is required to de-
part-the oversea command before the investiga-
tion ‘15 completed. Additionally, an unnecessary
burden is placed on administrative and investiga-
tive personnel in the oversea command attempting
to complete the investigation prior to cxpiration
of the member's leave.

v . Normally, leave is not granted to visit a
country in which US service menibers are entatled
to receive hostile fire pay. Exceptions to this
policy can be approved only by the major oversea
commander with jurisdiction over US personncl
serving in the country to be visited.

e. Travel in connection with leave to and from 7
the United States or to and from the oversea
command where the marriage is to take place is
the responsibility of the individual service member
and will be at no expense to-the Govemment‘/
However, active duty military personnel on ordi-f
nary leave are eligible for space-available trans{
portation on DOD-owned or -controlied aircraff
in accordance with DOD Regulation 4515.13-R{
To obtain transportation, the member is require
to have a valid leave authorization as prescribed
by regulations of the military service coneerned.
1. Applications originating in other oversea com--

- mands or in the United States a. Apphcatmns of

wmilitary personnel -who "are’ stationed .in the-
Continental United States, its territories, or in
an oversen command other than the one in which
the proposed marriage is to take place, will be
submiited through such thannels as the service
commander will preseribe to'the oversea com-
mander concerned for processing,

b. When a decision is-reached, the oversea’
coramander concerned will inform the commander-
from whom the application was received of the
decision. If- the application is approved, the
notification should include instructions as to any
special requlrements the applicant must meet’
upon approval in the oversen ‘command for
marriage. If the application is disapproved, the
reasons for disapproval will be given and, when
practicable, suggestions as to additional action
that may be taken to secure approval of the
marriage will be made.

¢. See paragraphs 10¢, d, and e concerning
permission to visit an oversea command in an
ordinary leave status for the purpose of marriage,
and {ransportation in connection therewith,
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12. Marriage between US citizens and certain
aliemg, Since the issue of admissibility to the
United Stales is not involved in marriages be-
tween US citizens oversea or between US citizens
and aliens who have been admitted to the United
States for permanent residence or have been
granted immigrant status, commanders need only
be concerned that—

(1) Authorization to marry has been ob-
tained from parents or guardian in accordance
with paragraph 4e.

(2) Evidence of termination of each previous
roarriage (if applicable) is available. (See para
15¢(1).)

(3) Both parties are found on physical exuni-
nation to be free from infectious vencreal discase
and active tuberculosis,

(4) The service member and the intended
spouse are adequately counselled on the problems
and responsibilities of marriage.

13. Marriage between alicns. An alien member
who intends to marry another alien will be advised
that such iparringe will noi exempt the alien
spouse from the numerical hinitations for immi-
grants (8 USC 1151). Nevertheless, a lawful per-
manent resident may petition for second preference
dassification for his or her alien spouse (8 USC
1153).
14. Entry of adopted children. For persounel con-
templating adeption of an alien child other than
the alien child of & spouse, service directives will
include information that, in general, adopted alien
children are subject to the usual numerical limita-
tions, except as provided for in paragraphs 8g(3)
and (4). Physical examination will be administered
by & US military or civilian doctor {o determine as
far as possible that the children are physically
qualified for visas and eatry into the United States,
15. Optional administrative procedures for com-
mand regulations. The aduninistrative procedures
outlined below are optional and are intended only
as 8 guide in the preparation of Uniform Service
regulations. Commanders may prescribe those pro-
cedures considered necessary for the preparation
and processing of applications for authorization to
marry. Adoption or modification of the procedures,
gs outlined, is at the discretion of the service com-
mandlers. Exchange of date between Army, Navy,
Air Force, and Marine Corps is encournged.

e. Marriage counselling. Service members sheuld
be advised of the desirability of pastoral counsel-

8
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ling by & military chaplain with reference to
spiritual and religions matters, adjustments which
may be required as a result of language and en-
vironmenial backsround differences, and the moral
and financial oblizations of marriage and family
life. Where practical, referral should be wo
chaplain of the service member's faith. Counsel-
hing by a legel sssistence officer should include
briefing on the requirements of the immigration
and peturalization laws of the United States, and
the legal responsibilities of supporting dopendents.
Where either party was previously married and
divorce or anpulment is involved, the legal
assistance officer may advise whether, in his or
her opinton, that party is lerally free to marry.

b. Financial preparation. Where circumstances
indicate the need for finanecial preparation on the
part of the service member, he or she may be
urged to set aside a definite portion of pay as a
savings and cautioned that failure to do so may
prejudice approval of the request for authorization
to marry or the rranting of a visa to the alien
=pouse, if authorization to marry is granted. (This
is particularly pertinent to personnel of pay
crades X—4 (with 2 years, or less, service for pay
purposes), E-3, E-2, and E-1.)

¢. Application for authorization to marry. Docu-
ments listed below may be required to support an
application:

(1) A statement by each party of legal froe-
dom to marry. (Evidence of termination of each
previous marriage, if any, of the applicant and/or
the intended alien spouse, such as a certified true
copy of final divorce decree, marriage annulment.
document, or denth certificate of a former spouse).

(2} A financial statement {rom those personnel
in pay grudes E—4 (with less than 2 years service),
E-3, E-2, and E~1, indicating that they have
sufficient funds to defray expenses for the marriage,
to include transportation of spouse and depend-
ents, if any, to the United States (uf personal
expense, non-reimbursable) and appropriate visus.
Assets of the intended spouse may be included,

{3) Notarized writien consent from parents
or legal guardians of the applicant, if he or she is
under the legal sge for marriage establisbed by
the law of the State, territory, or country in which
the marnage is {0 take place, pnd of the intended
spouse, if he or she is under the legal age for
marmage in the State, territory, er country in

FAGO IR5A
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which the marriage is to take ploce. The notarized
permission should include—

(@) The full name and place of residence
of the person being granted peimission to marry.

(6) The full name and place of residence of
the intended spouse.

(¢) The date permission is grunted.

(d) The full name, place of residence, and
relationship of the person or persons granting
permission.

(4) Certificate of completion of marriage
counselling.

(3) A report of medicn! exanination for the
U citizen signed by & US Forces medicul officer
indicating freedom from sctive tuberculo-i~ and
infeclious venereal disease. For sliens, a medical
report, signed by a US Public Health Serviee or
US Forees medical officer, indicating probable
qualification under the immigration laws for entry
into the United States, i3 required.

(6) A request for premarilal investigntion of
the intended alien spouse.

(7) Character references for the in.nded
alien spouse.

{8) Other documents or forms as required
Ly the laws of the countrv or locality of the
intended alien spouse andjor by the jurisdiction
in which the ceremony is to be perlormed.

TAGO 1GBA
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d. Submission of petition to elassify status of
alien relalive for issuance of immigration visa.
The service member should be made aware of
the importance of filing & petilion os soon as
possible because obstacles such as missing docu-
ments or the need for additional information could
cuuse delays in the igsuance of the visa(s) and
may result in the departire of the service member
from the overses command without his or her
nlien dependents. Submission of a petition may
be required immecdiately following the marriage
ceremony, when approprinte. A suspense file
muy be maintained until the visa i3 granted.

e. Guidance elasses. Alien spouses of US military
personnel often encounter overwhelming adjust-
ment problems upon arrival in the United States
due to culturs! change and a Ianguage barrier.
The service member must often be away from duty
to deal with these problems. Many adjustment
difficultics could be avoided or significantly
reduced by the spouses’ participation in educa-
tional nnd Western cultural aciivities nimed at
developing the spouses’ functional ability to live
in the United States before arrival in the country.
Service members should be encouraged to have
their spouses, finncees, or fiances enroll in English
Inngunge classes and other approprinte classes
while still in the oversea command.
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The office of primary interest in this jcint publication is the US Army
Military Personnel Center. Users are invited to send comments and sug-
gested improvements on DA Form 2028 (Recommended Changes to Publi-
cations and Blank Forms} direct to HQDA (DAPC—EPA—P), 2461 Eisenhower
Aveanue, Aloxandria, VA 22331,

By Order of the Secretaries of the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force:

BERNARD W. ROGERS
General, United States Army
Official; Chief of Staff
PAUL T. SMITH :
Major General, United States Army
The Adjutant General

JAMES D. WATKIXNS
Vice Admiral, United States Navy
Chief of Naval Personnel

DAVID C. JONES, General USAF
Official : Chief of Staff
JAMES J. SHEPARD, Colonel, USAF
Director of Administration

ROBERT L. NICHOLS
Lieutenant General, U.S. Marine Corps
Deputy Ohief of Siaff for Manpower

DISTRIBUTION:

Army:
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-9A requirements {or AR, Personnel General:
Active Army? A
ARNG: D
USAR: D

Asr Force: F

MAR CORPS DIST: A

TAGO 1684

2.4 CHVIRIEET PRMTING OFFICH: NTY


ZapataMP
Pencil

ZapataMP
Pencil

ZapataMP
Pencil

ZapataMP
Pencil

ZapataMP
Pencil

ZapataMP
Pencil


	MARRIAGE IN OVERSEA COMMANDS
	Purpose
	Statutory authority
	Applicability
	Policy
	Problems to be considered
	Exception to policy
	Command regulations
	Admission of alien spouses and children
	Admission of alien fiance or fiancee
	Completion of processing of applications of
personnel who depart oversea commands
	Applications originating in other oversea commands
or in the United States
	Marriage between US citizens and certain
aliens
	Marriage between aliens

	Entry of adopted children

	Optional administrative procedures for command
regulations




