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General Counsel

Position established by Reorganization Plan No. 6 of 1953 and by Defense Directive
5145.1, 24 August 1953. Position derived from one of the original three special assistants to the
secretary (1947} and the assistant secretary of defense (legal and legislative affairs) (1949).

General counsel serves as the chief legal officer of DoD, advising both the secretary and
deputy secretary of defense on all legal matters and services. Develops the department’s legislative
program, establishes policy on specific legal problems, maintains repository for all international
agreements of the department, and serves as director of the Defense Legal Services Agency.
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