
ASSISTANT SECRETARIES O F  DEFENSE A N D  OTHER DEFENSE OFFICIALS 

General Counsel 

Position established by Reorganization Plan No. 6 of 1953 and by Defense Directive 
5145.1, 24 August 1953. Position derived from one of the original three special assistants to the 
secretary (1 947) and the assistant secretary of defense (legal and legislative affairs) (1949). 

General counsel serves as the chief legal officer of DoD, advising both the secretary and 
deputy secretary of defense on all legal matters and services. Develops the department's legislative 
program, establishes policy on specific legal problems, maintains repository for all international 
agreements of the department, and serves as director of the Defense Legal Services Agency. 

H. Struve Hensel 
Wilber M. Brucker 
Mansfield D. Sprague 
Robert Dechert 
J. Vincent Burke, Jr. 
Cyrus R. Vance 
John T. McNaughton 
Leonard Niederlehner (Acting) 
Paul C. Warnke 
Leonard Niederlehner (Acting) 
J. Fred Buzhardt, Jr. 
Leonard Niederlehner (Acting) 
Martin R. Hoffmann 
Leonard Niederlehner (Acting) 
Richard A. Wiley 
Deanne C. Siemer 
Leonard Niederlehner (Acting) 
Togo D. West, Jr. 
Leonard Niederlehner (Acting) 
William Howard Taft IV 
Chapman B. Cox 
H. Lawrence Garrett Ill 
Leonard Niederlehner (Acting) 
Kathleen A. Buck 
Terrence O'Donnell 
C. Paul Beach, Jr. (Acting) 
David S. Addington 
John H. McNeill (Acting) 
Jamie S. Gorelick 
Stephen W. Preston (Acting) 
Judith A. Miller 
Douglas A. Dworkin (Acting) 
Douglas A. Dworkin 
William J. Haynes II 

17 August 1953-4 March 1954 
23 April 1954-20 July 1955 
6 October 1955-27 February 1957 
28 February 1957.15 July 1959 
14 September 1959-20 January 1961 
29 January 1961 -30 June 1962 
5 July 1962-25 June 1964 
1 July 1964-1 9 September 1966 
3 October 1966-31 July 1967 
1 August 1967-20 August 1970 
20 August 1970-4 January 1974 
22 May 1973-1 3 March 1974 
14 March 1974-5 August 1975 
6 August 1975-1 January 1976 

2 January 1976-1 5 January 1977 
28 April 1977-1 5 October 1979 
15 October 1979-1 February 1980 
1 February 1980-20 January 1981 
20 January 1981.1 April 1981 
2 April 1981 -2 May 1984 
3 May 1984-1 6 December 1985 
5 February 1986-6 August 1987 
7 August 1987-25 October 1987 
26 October 1987-30 December 1989 
30 October 1989-6 March 1992 
7 March 1992-1 1 August 1992 
12 August 1992-20 January 1993 
20 January 1993-5 May 1993 
5 May 1993-1 7 March 1994 
28 March 1994-28 September 1994 
29 September 1994-7 November 1999 
7 November 1999-1 4 June 2000 
14 June 2000-19 January 2001 
24 May 2001 - 


